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I was not sorry to have my first experience of
London streets in the company of two friends
who kaew the great city well. The crookedness
and similarity of many of the chief business
streets ‘are very bewildering. My companions
having decided where to pu¢ up, 1t remaincd for
me to decide the same important matter. Some-
where in Westminster I knew would be best for
me. One heing “bound for” his club in Adelphi
Place, off the Strand, he and I agreed to go to-
gethet. - Bidding the sccond (who was going to
London Bridge Hotel) good-bye, we started. A
few minutes walk, by way of King William Street,
brought s into the bustle of Cheapside. What a
babel of sounds! The tramping of thousands of
feet, the roll of numberless wheels, the shouts of
bussmen and news boys, the tinkling of mechani-
cal pianos, and a host of others. Having hailed
a hansom cab, we were soon on the Strand,
where the human tide seems to fret its banks of
stores like a confined torrent. On through the
surging tide we went, passed several of Wren's old
city churches, and reached Norfolk Street. Turn-
ing. suddenly to the left a few paces down Nor-
folk Street, what 2 change! We found ourselves
in quist cqual to that of South Park Street, Hali-
fax. At the foot of Norfolk Street we found a
comfortable little hotel, close to the Thames em-
bankment, and within ten minutes walk of the
Abbey of Westminster. My friend left me and
went to his club. A few mimutes after my Lon-
don Bridge friend suddenly turned up, much to
my delight. What would you like to sec first?
() ! the Abbey most certainly. Come along then.
Within fifteen minutes we stood under the splendid
north transept. What a fever of thought the
sight of the venerable pile awakened. Involun-
tarily the mind rushed back to the days of Henry
III, when the glorious structure began to take
form, down through the reign of Edward I and
Henry VII, during which the fabric grew. The
view of the Abbey from the north is splendid.  Its
530 feet of wall, crowded with buttresses and
statuary, the fine west towers rising 223 feet, the
beautiful north transept windows and doorway, all
make up a glorious picture. Having taken a
good view of the exterior, we passed through the
venerable doorway. The beautiful pillars, long
and graceful, the fine roof, all black with age, the
stained glass of the many windows, and the
numerous monuments of the great dead, all scen
through a thin vest of smoke which had found its
way in, made a picture which must be scen to be
appreciated. Up and down the aisles we wan-
dered till the close of day compelled us to stop.
I should but waste words if I were to attempt to
describe what has been so often described. Next
day I had the pleasure of gazing on the grandeur
of St. Pauls, and attending Evensong. I
cannot better express the impression the great
structure, outside and in, made upon me than by
saying I thought it co/dly magnificent. Cold grey
stone, cold grey stone above and all around. On
the chancel roof and = little of the dome the work
of decoration has been begun and abandoned. St.
Paul’s disappoints often the eye, after the eye has
satisfied itself with vastness., Thealtaris withouta
reredos ; few of the windows are coloured. The
whole structure (perhaps I shall be considered a
Barbarian for saymng it) wants something—wants a
combination of something—which will bear to it
the relationship which sunshine bears to moun-
tain scenery. On going into the Abbey one in-
voluntarily unbuttons Ins top coat, on going into
St. Paul’s he doesn't. The singing at Evensong
was very fine. The voices of the choristers
flooded the building and the soul. On my way

down Ludgate Hill, I thought I could see many
reasons why it takes a Knox-Little to fill the great
space under the dome on a wet day.

The National Gallery, the Houses -of Pariia-

ment, the Fisheries Exhibition, &c., I must not
touch upon, for I fear I have already tried too
much the patience of the readers of the Guarnian.

On Saturday last, 27th ult,, T found myself at
King's Cross Station with a ticket for York in my
pocket, on my way there to address a meeting on
benalf of the S. P. G. At ten o'clock sharp away
the express sped. At 1.55 I stepped out at York
station. [ had no idea owing to the smoothness
of the track, that the speed had been sixty miles
per hour.  York station prescnted a striking con-
trast to the London stations.  No one seemed to
be in a hurry. ‘T’he porter tossed my portman-
teau on his shoulder and led the way very leisure-
ly. The ancient city with its ancicnt minster,
ancient walls and houses, and I think ancient
cabs and liorses, is decidedly and sweetly slow. In
a few minutes I was beside my host’s bright fire
with an excellent cup of tea in my hund. For
comfortable, peaceful firesides, and whole souled
hospitality give me dear old York. Let me go
straight to the gtorions Minster, the finest gothic
structure in LEngland.  After passing through
some narrow winding streets, I found myself under
the great west froat and towers.  On looking at
the stone lace which covers the front, chipped and
marred, and the numerous empty niches, I could
sce that though many of the Puritan soldiers
could not sign their names they had left their (X)
mark. Feelings of anger and sadness mingle
with those of admiration on looking upwards.
Inside, this mixture of feeling became miensified.
The besom of destruction left nothing but the win-
dows. Thanks to Fairfax for this small mercy.
On entering the choir one finds consolation.  The
oak stalls, the fine ncw reredos, brass lectern and
other things worthy of the great Minster catch
the eye. T'he museum, and the public gardens of
York, are well worth a visit. The fossil remains
of extinct animals of vast size are cspecially inter-
esting.  Roman pottery, coins and monuments
bewilder. The ruins of an old abbey, with its
broken arches and ivied walls, within and around
which rosy faced York children were scampering
and shouting, presented 2 study. From the great
central town of the Minster, and fromn the old city
walls, one gets views unsurpassed for beauty and
interest in England. I would say to cvery Cana-
dian who thinks of going to England, “don’t fai/
to sec York.

Just a word about the S. P. G. work. I learned
from the organizing Secretary that I had to do
some talking at three of the city churches on
Sunday. At St. Samson’s, one of the most vener-
able churches in the city, I had the honor of

preaching after Matins. St. Samson’s congre-
gation, always liberal, doubled their last
year’s offertory. In the afternoon [ ad-

dressed a large gathering of children at the fine
old Church of St. Mary, Castlegate. The dear
old building was completely filled. There I did
what I could for dear Newfoundland, and sur-
prised everybody by saying that it hada fair share
of blue skies and bright sunshine. After service
a military officer came into the vestry, (Major
), well acquainted with Newfoundland and
Nova Scotia. We. had quite an interesting chat
about various places and things. At 6.30 I was
in the vestry of the fine new Church of S5t
Clement, outside the city walls. A fine choir and
organ, and a large and attentive congregation,
made it pleasant pleading the cause of the great
North-West. [ was not sorry Lo sit once more
beside my host’'s comfortable fire, for the day
completely tired me. On Monday two meetings
were held, one in the Degrey rooms, the other in
the Corn Exchange. Inthe division of the forces,
I was told off for the latter. The Dean—the well-
known Pury-Cust—took the chair. Having done
my Zittle best for the North-west, I was ably, car-
nestly, excellently, followed by Major-General
Lowry, C. B., who made a most excellent speech.
Tuesday atl noon found me once more at York sta-
tion, on the way to the little town of Thirsk.

OUR AMERIOCAN BUDGET-

THE Supreme Court of New Jersey has decided
that a vestry has discretionary power over the
pews of a church, that the right to occupation of
a particular pew will not arise from its use for any
period of time, no matter how long, and that the
Court will not review the action of vestrymen in
excluding a member from a particular pew.

A vERY successful mission has been held in St.
Bartholomew’s, Texas, and is worth noticing on
account of its not following in the ordinary lines.
No exciting or burning appeals were made, as is
usual at revivals, but the Church and her services
were plainly and distinctly but before the people.

A mEMBER of Christ Church, Cambridge, has
given to his church a most acceptable gift of a
fine pipe organ. How many Rectors hearts
would be cheercd by a similar gift from some
wealthy layman !

Eigut years ago 2 half dozen young men
formed the parish of Trinity, Rhede Island, at
first worshipping in a hall; three years later a
church edifice was built.  Opposition, both open
and silent, wowdd have daunted less courageouns
souls, but firm in their purpose to have a more
churchly form of worship, they steadily pursued
their work until now there are more than 100
communicants, a bhoy choir of 34 members,
sceond to none in the diocese, a neat and beauti-
fully decorated church, and a commodious rectory.

A CcHILD'S curiosity to see how smoke would
curl was the recent cause of a fire in which $7000
worth oi’ property was lost.

On the proposed scal of the new State of
Dakota, the motto is: “Fear Gob, and take your
own part.”” If the citizens ¢f Dakota will live up
ta that motto, they will be ahead of the citizens of
any other state.

InsTEAD Of a Vestry, the Church of the Holy
Trinity, New York, has a board of nine Trustees,
elected in threes for terms of three years.

THE old choir at St. Mark’s, Grand Rapids,
has been replaced by a choir of thirty boys and
ten men, and the seats in {ront of the chancel
have been removed, and the platform extended
and provided with seats for them.

TrHr House of Bishops have appointed a com-
miltee, consisting of the Bishop of Minnesota,
the Assistant of Kentucky and the Bishop of
1linois, to visit Mexico, “to see if it be practic-
able to procure some pcaceful and final settle-
ment of the difficulties im Mexico.”

CouxTting all the expenses, it is estimated that
the cost of the meeting of the late Episcopal

General Convention was not much less than
$70,000.

Bisuor Strvins, of Pennsylvania, has the
“Iralian Mission"” in Philadelphia atheart. It has

been at work for scveral years; now they need a
building and have purchased a suitable one on
Christian street.

Ar a recent temperatce meeting a resolution,
signed by forty-five bishops, was read, in which
they expressed their cordial sympathy with the
Church Temperance Society, and commended it
to the attentive consideration of the whole Church,

IN an address at St. Luke’s Church, Philadel-
phia, the Rev. Dr. Crummell (colored) stated that
the colored people in the Southern States were
increasing some four or five per cent. faster than
the whites. At this rate they will, before the end
of another century, more than double the white
population in those States.

St. Mark’s Church, Mauch Chunk, Pa., has
recently received two very valuable acquisitions.
Beside the altar and reredos erccted to the mem-
ory of Judpe Packer, which is said to be one of
the finest works of art in the country, and the
beautiful polychromatic decorations, there have
been now added a pulpit of unique design, and a
brass lectern of exquisitc workmanship. They
were unveiled on All Saints’ Day, and set apart
for their sacred use by a form of benediction by
the Bishop of Minnesota.



