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8 By O },ol:f‘d’eSSingﬁ you collectively; for at the usual
oy g '8 My Visitation last summer I was absent in
' Matters of the utmost importance to the future
Well-being of the Church in this Diocese.
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ayg M P,widgl‘aterI dcknowledgemems, therefore, to that
the”d‘, \dence which has preserved me during a long
Y ey, that I find myself again among my bre-
to enjoy the privilege of once more laying
tondensed notice of what has taken place in
i€ we 1n the mother country, affecting our commau-
M gnd 23t met, as well as a brief review of our present
nan"l'{dpedd future prospects.
f "‘ke,,—i‘:sinferval of four years has been more preg-
W ‘ o "b"!ad, in vitally affecting our Church, both at home
T peyd _:’ l:pxrlllt'ual and temporal interests, than any

er history,
ang 8 wiz: ¢ Pressure from without, and her unhapp;
l?ee:"u'tp t‘ﬁn’ have been such as to try men’s principﬁle)g:
\ Ng‘:’lleﬁodte Most serious reflections. Especially has it
Ve _ihl'&nifol(; Convince those who preside over her affairs
: i o '@ deficiencies, their need of greater watehful-
onf h‘%‘% ﬁte growing necessity of still abler and better
'“‘Dir‘ ted by Jong experience, sound Tearning, and
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1o der scernment, to enable them to meet with
iy nereasing dificulties.
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4 en till lately i il enj
1 ly in the tranquil enjoyment of
b."% lessings without any great mixture of alloy.

4 b‘h “eh Vs when the storm seems to be approaching, we
! ‘iu':nt.ﬁa:“&:d};lch to be thankful, and bfeelpgncbnragéd to
1 ‘M% % bs dealings with his Church in this Diocese
ey T &y le§8 her, notwithstanding tlie troubles and
ﬂuﬁ,“:z arg which she may be assailed.
bm e\% At ni"deed the less to be dreaded, because they are
oy dPOral, and therefore of a transient character ;
? Wha they multiply and become more and more
Gogs. 2re they but trials for our good, so long as we
i < 'E::‘;“ 3 ¥ Word—his blessed Sacraments in all their
lo“‘“' %m"egﬂty, the Book of Common Prayer, and
LT N‘:Et for divine worship every Sunday, and at
Wy, ' Our ‘.deele and appointed times to consecrate the
“emer with penitence, prayer, thanksgiving
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‘met in Visitation, our Clergy numbered
. . €ighteen, and they are now about one hun=
. Tb:te exepy: Oerease which ought to encourage us t0
iy th genem'it‘Gns in our Divine Master’s service.
?nﬁnuz old set extension of the Church in the néw as well
"}r ments, has been equally favourable, and
ith jog?to s,l:""’lmsmg in all parts of the Diocese. In
Yo legy ul Tapidi Congregations and churches are multiplying
M tg Joge. > and the erection of a new church does
: € congregations already formed.

A CIHARGE.

We have now upwards of two hundred places of worship
open every Sunday, and it is hoped on all the festivals of the
Church; besides many Stations where the services are cele<
brated at longer intervals.

The Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is more fres
quently administered,—Holy Baptism more reverently and
seasonably celebrated, and candidates for Confirmation are
more carefully prepared, and regularly increasing at every
Parochial Visitation which I make in travelling through the
Diocese. 'The result of miy tour of confirmation in 1849,
gave an increase of nearly one thousand over that of 1846.

Moreover there is a growing réverence for God’s house,
and His worship is gaining ground among young and old.—
A spirit of offering the Lord’s part begins to be felt in many
congregations, and if carefully and kindly fostered may be
made to spread through the whole Diocese. Private and
family prayer is becoming more general, and a stronger feel-
ing entertained, that as we are immortal and must soon pass
into another state of existence; the present world ought not
to erigross the whole of our time and affections. To all this
I am most happy to add, that the blameless life of my Clergy,
and their faithful zeal and untiring diligence in the Lord’s
work is in this Diocese the rule with very few exceptions.

We have indeed hiad our casualties among the rank of our
brethren since my last Visitation, as must ever be the case in
this transitory world—two were found wanting and permitted
quietly to depart—two had scarcely commenced the exercise
of their sacred functions when they were called away from the
evil to come ;—one in the prime of manhood, while success-
fully employed in his ministerial duties, and giving the bright~
est promise of long and affectionate usefulness, was summoned
by a mysterious Providence to depart to a happier sphere and
to still more blessed occupations,—five were aged and tried
laborers in the Lord’s vineyard, and we trust ready to appear
in his presence, and over whose graves we might say with
humble confidence— Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord, even so saith the Spirit for they rest from their labors.”

Affectionately do we believe that the record of all those
our departed brethren is on high, and having lived and died
in faith and entered into their rest, they have left to us all,
z'md more especially to their parishioners, the memory of the
just which is biessed, and an example to follow their faith in
order to enjoy the end of their conversation, Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday to-day and for ever.

Our great Institution, the Church Society, is daily gain-
ing ground and increasing in strength and usefulness. It is
gradually pervading every corner of the Diocese, and it is
hoped that in a very short time we shall have no mission
without a Parochial Association, earrying out with willing
hearts all its objects to the best of their power and ability.

It must be the grand instrument of the Church, in pro-
moting under her guidance and direction the various secular
and spiritual schemes which she has already commenced, or
may hereafter adopt, to unite her members, extend her influ-
ence, and combine their energies towards her stability and
support. By such united efforts only will she be enabled to
fulfil her mission, and by the divine blessing to make this

land the garden of the Lord,



