OUR ENGLISH LETTER.

(From un Occasional Correspondent.)

Nrwcastis-on-Tyxg, August 30,
Our agriculturists are giviug great attention to the breeding
of pure short horn cattle.  They are compelled to do so, as
Your countryman, Mr., Cochrane, of Hillhuat, i» a strong

competitor.  Indeed Canada is becoming so strong at our

great sales, that the energy of our breeders is being redoubled,
The first in the vangusard is Capt. Gunter, of Weatherby,”

Yorkshire, who supplied Mr. Cochrane with his ¢ Duchess®
97 for a thousaud guineas. The Captain is the
what is genemlly called ¢ Bate's Blood,” which
higher prices than any other blood, A life of Mr. Bates is in
prepamtion, and 1 shall supply you with a sketeh in another
letter, and also a portrait of that wounderful wan, which cau-
not but be of interest to Canada,

The strike for the nine hours still continues in this district,
but foreign workmen are being successfully introduced. Serious
cases of intimidation and cruelty are practised by the strike
hands,

Although the harvest is late in this country, the fine woather
We are now enjuving will make it a rood yvear after all, Corn
is ripening fast, and cheap bread, fortunately, will be had for
the masses,

The Ballot Bill having been thrown out by the Lords, no
demonstrations of any importance are being carried on, The
people seem lukewarni.  The conduet of the Government in
the unusual course adopted of abolishing purchase in the srmy
is far from popular, even with the masses.

The intended visit of the Princess Louise and the Margnis
of Lorpe to Canada will not, 1 understand, take place this
year. Next spriog, I am informed, if all woes well, will see
them in Cavada, where, [ am sure, they will get a hearty
reception.

Several

breeder of
commands

M. P's. are vontemplating visiting Canada  this
year, for the purpose of observing the resources of the country
for themselves. Tt is highly desirable our seuators should
vizit the coloujes, s0 as to make thew able to talk of the
aftuirs advcting the colonies snd inhabitants.  Bad legislation
often results from wunt of knowlediv.  What will de tor
Eungland will not do for a coleny.  Hitherto our colonies have
buen neglected, but a better day is coming, and for our future
stability and prestige, the colonies are to be depended on.
Hence the anxicty of our senaters in making themselves
familiar  with them by personal observation, In my last
fetter I mentioned about the vatablisbhment of a seciety for the
purpose of urging on emigrants to Canada in preference to the
Vpited S1ates T have been in communication with several
distinguished men. Some agree and some differ as to the ad-
visability of such a society. The moust important latter is
that from Earl Grey, who, as Lord Howick, was under-
secretary for the celonies, which brougbt him  frequently
betore the House of Conunons on topics relative to that depart-
mept, and vindicatad Canadian interests (this was in 1830) in
a speeci: of great length, expressing his couviction of thwe tm-
portance of conducting emigration on comprehensive principles,
embracing at once the interests of the colonists and  the
mother country.  Earl Grey in his letter to me savs:

* 1 am pot surprised to learn the result of your sbservations
ou British emigrants in Canada and the Uunited States, and 1
agree with you in . considering it desirable that as large as
pussible a proportion of the emigrants from this country should
be directed to the former instead of the {atter, but 1 confess
that I have littde belief in the possibility of promoting that by
means of any such society as you suggest. Most emigrants
will chooss their destination from private motives, or from
private information,

¢ A great many follow friends or relatives who have gone
before them, the choter of others is determined by information
they think they cau depend upon obtained from other
juarters, and very few indeed would listen to suggestions
made to them in the manner you propose. Indeed I should
have some fear that the formation of such a soctety with the
avowed object of endenvouring to tarn the current of emigia-
tion towards the British colonies, instead of to the United
States, might exeite suspicion, aud perhaps if the operations
of the soctety bad any eifect at all it might turn out to be the
very opposite of what was iutended.

Y lam &e,
“ Grey.”

While to a great extent his lordship is right, yet I think by
an effort of disinterested persons (I mean pot agents receiving
prenniary rewardy visiting the agricultural districts in the
fall, several agriculturists might be indoced to come tn Ca-
uada, In my next letter I hope to send vou some gratifying
results of such efforts.  Perhaps some thing might be done
with & tax. No man can leave the United States without
paying a stamgp tar on his passayge ticket, and 1 thiuk the same
wmight be done in Evgland, Earl Grey expects to visit Canada
this year,

The sad news of Renforth's death cast quite a gloom over
the entire district. Many shed tears on the telegraph an-
nouncement,

There is some talk of a large number of journalists and
editors having a tour in the spring of next year to Canadu and
the States as far as Chicago.  1f this be done, the country will
be brought before the public very prominently.

The great work of piercing the Alps, now zo happily ac-
complished, hag for some time past cngaged the attention of
seientific men,  In 1832 geveral designs en the subject were
presented to the authorities; the most unticeable of which was
that of Mdiédail ; in 1843 the epginecr Mauss produced a
machine of his own invention, and an English engineer named
sartlett also furnished a plan. . Dr. Coliadon, of Geneva,
afterwards brought forward his experiments, which greatly
fucilitated the achievement of the work.  The various sug-
gestions were taken into consideration by the committee ap-
pointed by Count Cavour in 1857, It was composed of the
engineers Sommciller, Grandis, and Grattoni, who were joined
by other engineers during the deliberations, The chiief bonour
of the work is dne to Sommeiller, who devised the stupendous
perforating machine, by means of which he brought to a rapid
terminstion the work ‘that has gained the admiration of
Europe. ¥ accurate un idea was formed of the length of the
tunnel, that when the two partics of workmen met in the
centre, it was discovered that 12,236 métres formed the total
length of the boring instead of 12 220, which were crlculated
in the estimate of the scheme. R. K.
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AN ILLUSTRATHED
THE PROGRESS OF CANADIAN LITERATURE.
Different men have different ways of testing the progress of

a country. My test is the progress of its literature, ’l‘h_g de-
duction is easily made, Where there is an active comueree,
there is a free circulation of money ; where monoy is plentiful,
A surplas is devoted to cducation,  Education creates a de-
mand for books and the different forms of reading natter, and
to meet this demand publishers eagerly come forward, backed
by a host of writers in the diverse wulks of letters. Ina
tinnncial crisis the book-trade is the first to sutlfer. - Inan era
of financial prosperity literature alwnys fourishes. :

Tried by this standard, there can be no question that Canada
is tapidly “progressing. Twenty years ngo, us [am u!furmcd,
clementary schools were seanty ; colleges ad neademies were
few, and making only faint beginnings ; special courses were
unkown, nod the people had little to read beyond newspapers
and political patmphlets  Now, all this is changed, The
common school system is established everywhere with results
that obtained even Europesn commendation ; there are coi-
leges and universities mounted on 4 fair footing; & spirit of
inquiry pervades all classes, and the consequence is that Canada
ix fast laying the foundations of a literature of her own. This
is n matter for congratulation, Science, letters and the arts
are the triple crown of a people.  Dr. Johnson has said that
i the chief glory of a nation lies in its anthors.”

1.

In reviewing the links of this literary progress, T begin
with the French language, The distinction is due to its
priority of age in Canada, as well as to the exceptional ob-
stacles it has bad to contend with. Indeed, considering the
position of the Frauco-Canadian population, which hes been
nothing less than a political and social struggle for upwards
of & hundred years, it is & marvel that they have preserved
the French lunguage in anything like its native purity. Yet
this feat has been accomplished.  There are writers in the
Province of Quebec whose style is up to the highest Parisiun
standard  Among these T may mention M, Faucher de St
Maurice whose account of his adventures in Mexico uunder
Maximilinn was so perfect that its Canadian anthorship was
publicly deuied I shall furthee instance Carle-Tow:, the
clegant chroniqueur ; M, Heetor Fabre, whe hss mastered the
difficult art of canseriee: and M Chauveau, whose rerues
mensuelies, in the v Education Journal” were models of French
prose.

Within the past few years, Frauco-Canadian writers have
voldly attempted every branch of composition, snd in cach,
several names have acquired lasting reputation.

Garneau's History of Canada is a wo k of high siwm, solid,
learned, and written in that severe style which recudls the man-
per of Gaizot, Barante and DeGerlache  There may be dift-
erehit opinionsaboutits impartiality, butits literary excellenee
is beyond cavil. Garneau was followed in the ssme sphere by
the AbbLE Ferland, whose natimely death left uvotinished what
promised to be the mose complete of the histories of New
Fran~e. M. Beojamin Sulte has commenced the publication
of the history of Three Rivers from the foundation of that
ancient city dawn to the present day,  The tiest series gives
promise of au important work M. Joseph ‘Taszé has olso
1ssued several instalments of a book entitled Zes Canadiens de
L Quext, being the biogmphies of the adventarons men who
founded so many towns in the Mississippt Valley, from Mil-
waukie to Mobile, and explored all the Far West, from Fort
York to Walla Walla M Tassd is sometimes inaccumte in
his informatien, but his work is in its nature toteresting, and
his easy style is well suited to the legendary character of his
heroes  Other writerms have taken up the lighter scraps of
Cauadian bistory, such as local traditions, antiquarian curiosi-
tivs, monographs of distinguished men. Particularly saccessful
among these are M. Deliaspe, aothor of Les lnciens (gna-
diens, and M. J. M. Lemoine, & gentleman equally at home in
the English language, and whose Muple FLeares ure quite com-
mendable for their sketchiness.  One writer has® written the
parliamentary annals of the country from the beginning of
the century till the Unpion, in 1840, and another has continued
the chrogicle to the period of Confederation, 1837,

No conntry, frowm its peculiarities, presents a fairer field for
fiction than dovs Lower Canada, and its writers have not Lien
slow o improve their opportunity.  Several of these novels
are sure w hive M. Chanveau's Chirles Guirin is a deserip-
tivn of socisl manners; M. Gérin-Lajole’s Jersn Reeord i n
gossipy acconnt of pinneer life inthe Townships; M. DeBous
cherville’s Une de ferdue, deuz de t-oucéers draws some of its
materials from the rebelliop of 1837-38, and containg an
elaborate narmative of the battle of St. Denis. M, Bourassa's
Jueques et Marie is a brilllant cpisode of the expulsion of
French families from Nova Scotis by the British, another
“Evangeline” hardly less touching than the story of Loug-
fellow_ M. Marmette, a young writer of Quebec, hus lately
put forth two historical novels, illustrative of the more ancient
days-of the Province. One is Frangoiz de Bienville ; the other,
I Intendant Bigot.  And, as [ write, there 18 announced still
another romance from the pen of M. Legendre, a young author
of the- Pontmartin school, who is remarkabie for® the purity
and finish of his style, o )

Of all the departments of literatur:, verse is notoriously the
most beset by mediocrities aud the most arduous even for
genuine talent.  Yet, here too, I find five namos of French
Canadisns who have achicved a merited popularity. They are
Crémaziv, a Quebecer, standing at the head ; Fréchette, of
Lévis, author of Mea Lossirs; Lemay, of Lotbiniére, the poet
laurcate of Laval Univemity; Sulte, of Three Rivers, author
of . Jesa Lourentenn<s; and Prud’homme, of Montreal, T have
read the. works of these poets with a view to eriticism, and
they all struck me as giving indications of the highest culture,
An enthusiastic geutleman, whose opinion I asked on the suli-
ject, told me that Crémazie wag the Lamdrtioe; Frichette, the
Hugo; Lemay, the Laprade; and Sulte, the Bévunger, of
Canada. Surely while he wag at it, he might as wall have chris-
tened Prud’homme the Canadian Bartier, .

There is nothing like a good “periodical to waken up young
writerd, In a new country, more especially whers there muat
neceasarily be-plenty of latent talent, all it wants is half a
chance to produce itself, - This opportunity has often been
afforded Freuch Canadinn authors.. Formerly it was Les Soirdes
Canadiennes ; now {t is La Revue Cunadisnne. . 'The latter in a
monthly maguzine published at Montreal, nnd already ad-
vanced In its sighth year, It bhas formed a galaxy of fine

writers in history, philosophy, criticism, and the lighter works
of the imngination. ~ Congpicuous among these are M. M. De-
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Bellefeuillo, Royal, DeMontigny, Dunn, Routhier ang Trudel
Aunother-service which this magazine hiw rendered iy the
publication of ancient manuscripts nud ofticial documery r“'
lating to'the early history of the country. 1u this way fL.
the tritling sum of « yenely subseription, the reader gy zr
made nequainted with - valuable archives otherwise tlh)n( ’
innceessible, st
The French population of Caundn wmay be get dowy i
round numbers, at a million. - O this number, taking 'u,lf
usual aversge of ten per cent., not mors than 100,000 oy LL.
said to be educated, nnd of the latter—according. to “m»thu:
estimate—only w fourth, or 25,000, form what is called the
reading public. Now, in view of these figures, the lige
activity of French Canadians is a very: noticeable fuct - wnd
perhaps, when we comu to compnri it with the literary ;uuvu:
ment of other nationalities, we shall be foreed (o owp shat
the former have proudly ‘and successfully held the
against all rivals,
dinn litemture.

tury

\ ir uwpy
A ‘good word, then, for the Fruneo-Cang.

1.

We all remember how loug it took Awerican writerq o
attain the honour of liternry citizenship in Eogluad, 1 [T
quired to leas thau the geniug of Teving to tresk duwy g,
barvier of exclusion Awmerican nationn! Hterators gy be
suid to date from Phe Sketeh Buook, and bow the popnia
authors of the United States are as much read in Brtaiy
they are at home,

Canadinn liternture had precisely the same obstacle to
or mther its task was still more ditticult, for it had to gl joo
way inte the neighbouring Republic ss well as iotg gy,
mother country But it, tuvo, has succeeded ju ;mﬂinll‘;
accomplishing the double trinmph.  And, singularly clangl
it owes this recognition to its pocts, :

I wmake no doubt that here, as elsewhere, there his beoy g
prodigious amouut of ephemeral verse, which if colleced,
woutld make n most grotesque cotlection, it being the amiap, .
weakuess of every young man conscious of his own talent, g
imagine that he must first court public favour in the tangung,
of sony. But sctting these versifiers aside, I tind the names
of tive true Canadian poets.

The first of these, who attracted attention on both sides of
the Atlantic, is Charles Henvysege. His works are uat the
pleasantest reading, nnd they ave far from being faulthess, ba
they have the great merit of originality, which, in thes age of
parrots, is u quality that must condone many defivicucies,
Next comes John Reade, an imitator of Tennvaon, whose
Good Night w his sweetheart is as genuine i bit of inspitatioy
ax can be found in any poet, ducient or modern. Clardes
Mair reminds one of Swinburne.  His Ivricism is af a oy
dight, and his eye for the picturesque, as exhibited in o
dran Nature, is that of a boro artist.  Surely thiz writer is not
going to spend the rest of bis days selliog wet and dry
groceries under the stockades of Fort Garry triie
muy  pay  him! better than  verse, but, after all, cunnat
fawe be allicd with fortune ?  Charles Sangster and s

iy

Nip g

dore Ascher stand well on the list of minor pets, and
like all aathors of their class, there &re passages or datached

pieces of their wurks which are so goad that if 1o each case it
were possible, Bs it i not, o raise the rest of the boak to the
satue tevel, these poets wonld stand ot the very pinnscle of
excellence.  Tuequality is mors common tn verse tha u aay
other dvpartment of literatire,

For some reason that 1 caunet determine, Canadian oo

of Action are neither numérons nor of te highest cinss Bk
I will not be surpeised if the next important pubn Lne

nounicad o the vountey proves to b a splendid no

The series of Madame Leprohon is clitetly devoiod 1o the
delineation of sovirl manners at or before the time of the
Conguest. O these The Manor Huwsr ve D Villerai sppeiars to
me the best, That work, with dnreineiss e Miree: wned Ll
Pharenore, cecainty place the authoress at the hewd of Canidian
novelists,

Mrs. Mowmdic has mers individuality,  Apart from they
literwey mieeit, her Roughing it in the Bush and L il 20
tngs bave w forve of realism about them which me
their repntation both io Eugiand and the United State~
Noel's best works are’ The Secret of Ntandey Hail el Tie
Merciiant's Secrel,

In the dowmain of bistory, T tind o maltiplicity of paoaphicts,
short notices, and purtial relations, but criteal resears i of sy
extent seemns 1o have been left to the transactious of the
Historieal Socicties. [ am not surprised at this, beins awaree
that the pursuit of history requires much time, Jnvolves eoi-
siderable expenditure for the purposes of investigation, ‘*’f‘l‘:
in these dayx of superfivial reading, is less patronicad by the
public than it onght to be,  There is, bowever, o ;A:!mui traus-
lation of Garnean's History by Bell; and Coristic’s Hixtary of
Lower Canadi is the only one which we have in Eugich that
iz at all based on official documents and piseor ey
Croil, Cannifl; Coffin may be consnlted with advantage, B
the history of Canada {rom the British stand-poiot has 3ot to
be written,  So have the histories of ench of the Provivos
Old Judge Haliburton's work . on. Novi Scotin was vy weil
fifty years ago, but no oni wonld care to reasd it today, evn
if it were repriuted,

My attention has been ealled to a very siugular fict, obserds
able, I belivve, no where ontside of Canadn, 1t is that et
of the young literary men of the vountey, buth Froach and
English, are, or have been, in the civil service  Tnmostoass
these yanths, discouraged with the prospect of livime by their
pens, have sought an honourably refage nnd u gooml salary 14
some Government office. Fhave been ngsured that juosem
cades; where a youug writer, dabbling in politis-—as \ln‘?
generally do here==tus nnnoyed the anthoritios by liis attacis
these have found means of silencing them with an uilivial
appointment.  Cleat winei_gu'on a dtonflé fous nus jeutier 4"’[‘7"'("*
satd 0 gentleman to mi lately, But be the reason what ‘f ‘mll,
it is certain that such well-known writers as’ Muoigat, [‘--"Mi
Taylor, Futvoye, Taché, Lajoie, Gélinas, Harvey,® Parent, ans
many others; are residents of Ottawa, © Fortunately, the h.:hf”‘r"
which  they enjoy, aud their free necess to the farge i'l'[‘t‘x'
mentary library, gives these gentlemen the opportunity, which
they might - not: otherwise find, of prosecuting th\‘Alr h(«»mr:v
studiea. - 8o far from any objection being unde to this (rEmbEe
ment, 1 think it-speaks well for the country tnt 1t thus
cncourages men of lotters, - - .

In the natural sciences tho record of Canada i dueidedly
good. The geological survey has been thoroughly mide, ant
it har brought ovt a’number of eminent men. Sir William

Lognn and Dr, Steery. Hunt are as well known on the continent

* Mr. Jnrvoy has rutired from the Civil Servive.—[Bd. €\ 4 AR




