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THE LAW AND THE LADY: A NOVEL.
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AUTHOR OF " THE WOMAN IN WHITE," "THE MOONSTONE," "THE NEW MAGDALEN," UTC.

(From Author's MS. and Advance Sheets)

1 ENTRRED according to Act of Parlianent of Canada, in neganda answe ro, 'Yeu run na risk; I have my "Patience! patience!"lhe said. "The story
the year 1874, b y WILKI COLLINS, in the Office of plan for dlverllng discavery tram mysel, and la going on agaîn."
the Minister of Agriculture.1 rny plan for dlverling dlscovery trmyau.' "4lRe dasbed at l desperately; lie plcked up

-o..Demande repeat-i, àI cannaI do It 1 I dore not the firat ot lbread that fell In his way, reck-
deu lt1' Cuneganda's eyes flash iigbtnings of less whetber lil was the iglit thrpad or the

PART II.-PARADISE REGAINED. rage. She takes tramls place of conceaiment wro!gone.
lu ber beoion-" *'Damanîde tel! on er knees. She burat into

CHAPTER XL. (conunued). He sopped In the middle afthe sentence, and learo. She sad-"put bis band to bis bead. Not itke a man In He stopped, and Iooked about hlm wltb va-
NEMESIS AT LAST! pain, but like a man wha bad lost his idea. catt eyes.

Wauld it lie well if 1 tried ta belp hlm ta re- "&Wnat naine did I gave the other woman?
You look at them eanest creature thatcaver bis idea? or would il bu wiser (if I could lie asked; net putting tbe question to me, or ta

crawls - look at Me. Let me find my ins.- any do il) ta ieep silence? etther of my companians; asking it othîmelt,
piration In your eyes. Let me feed my hungry 1 could see thedrift of bis story piainiy or askinglitotbe e"'pty air.
admiration on your form. Come! have one littie euough. HIs otject, under tbe thin disgulse of IYon called tbe other woman, Cunegonda,"
pitying sitle left for the man whose happiness the Italan romance, was ta meet my unanswer- 1 sai.
you have wrecked. Thank you. Light of my able objecion te suspect lng Mre. Beauiy's niald At tbe souud of my voIcey, is eyes turned
life, thank you !" He kissed bis band to me, -the obj ction Ibat the woman bal no motive slowly-turned on me, and yet tailod ta 1ook aI
and threw himself back luxurloualy in bis chair, for comitlng berse]f 10 an acl or ni urder. 1r me. Dil atdabsent,stîlI ;tndchangelesstbey
"tThe story," lie resumed. "The story at last!he culd practlcaiiy contradict thia, by disover- were eyes Ihst seemed tL lie fied auisometbing
In what form shall I cast il? In the dramatic lng a motive which 1 should be otilîgeil 1e ad- far away. Even bis voice vas aitered when be
form-the oldest way, the truest way, the mit, bis end would be galued. Those inquiries spoke next. Il lid droppeil Ina quiet, vacant,
shortest way of telling a story ! Title, first. A whicb I bcd pledged nyself ta pursue-those monotonaus toue. I bad heard sornelblng lIke
short title, a taking title: Mistresa ard Mald.' Inquirles whicb might, aI auy marent, aie a a wbule I was watcblng hy my busibaud's bed-
Scene, the land of rornance-Italy. Time, the tare that direcly concerned hlr-would, lu sile,atthetimeofhisdetir -wituEuatace's
age of romance-the fifteen century. Ha! look that case, be succefully dlverled from the mmd appestred te be 100 weary Lu tailow bis
at Ariel. She knows no more about the fifteenth riglt to the wrong persan. The innocent maid speech, Was the end Bo near as LuIs?
century than the cat in the kitchen, and yet would set iny strictest scrtluy et deflance; andl 4&I1cailed lier Cuuegouda," be repeated.
she ls interested already. Happy Ariel ! " Dexter would be sately shielded beblnd, lier. 1 calied tbe aller--"

Ariel looked at me again, Iu the double Intoxic- 1 deterrined ta give hlm lime. NoL a word He stopped once more.
ation of the wine and the triumph. ' pased my hp,.66And you called the other Damorîde," 1 said.

"I know no more than the cat in the kitch- The minutes f<ilowed eacb aller. I walted Ariel iooked up aI hlm with a broad ëlare of
en," she repeated, vlth a broad grin of gratifiedIn the deepei't arteîy. Il was a tryîug and a bewlderrneut. Sbe pulied lmpatleutly aI the
vanity. "I am 'happy Ariel!' What are crîtical iniment. If li,-succeeded lu lrîventlng aleeve of bis Jacket, taetract bis notice,

Yau?"I a probable motive, andl lu sbaplng Il neatiy ta "dle tIs tbe story. Master V" she asked.
Miserrimus Dexter langliedi uproariously. suit the purpuse of hisîory, ha would prove, le answered wlLhoti00klug alber; his
"Didn't I tell you?e" lie said. "lsn'lt she fun ? by tat act alerte, thal there were reserves orchangelees eyes still fixed, as Il eemed an

Persons of the Drama," lie resumed :-" Three mental power sliii left ln hlm, wltîcbthe prac- soinething far away.
in number. Women only. Angelica, a noble tîsed eye of the Scotch doctar had tailed ta see. .1Tbis le the etary," lie said absently. "But
la ýy ; noble alikte lu spirit and In birth. Cuie- But the quesionwas-wouid lie do iL? whyCuneganda? why Damonide? Why nal
gorndi, a beaurfult. devil, In woman's fero,. He didi il!Nollu a new way; not In a con- g aInrstresnrad MaIr? Ik's eaier ta remember
Damoride, lier unfortunate maid. Frt scenie. vicing way; net wout a panr e gully-evideftov n vrsryrefs and Mard--o l

A dent veîteil chamber lu a castle. T mme, effort. plf, well doue, or rtn inote, fm yund a He . es'taled; lie shivered as lie .'ledteraIse
-verîirig. The aide are hoailng In the wood; lbemotive for the maid. hcmaelfnInndtis chair. Tbn ldeoeemedLa rally.

frogs are croaking In the mari. Look et Ariel! d"Cunagonda,"lie resumed, "iaitesfrttraisIlWhat d'dC de MaI say la the MI'ereyse?"nlies
Her fleel creepe;*, hee buddera audlbly. Ad place ofoncealment le ber bosom a wrltten muttered. "Wbel? what? what?" He le.
minablie Ariel III parer, and nfoldh e IL.Lookf aIthIs,' she says. sLaeianagadn. Then >omethlng scemeilta dawn

My rival le the Masler'a favour eyed me de- Demandes bo is athepaper, nd sike again upon hlm, unexpectedly. Was Ilsome new
fiautly. &" Admirable Ariel II"be repeeted, In aLier mlstress's feet lu a panoxyspn of bonrorlitikgeitamawbalhsoruchaoistl? Or chaselede

;rowsy accentq. Mîserimus Dexter pauseit andldespair. Cunegonda l In po-session of l mthougpmL that lie had recovered? Impo-sble t
laite up fis gr.biet of Burguuidy -placel close aIsîta eful seeaI lu the nald'e past lite. Cune- say lie went ou, sudienlyanulrapidly wenl

baud on a 11111e elidlng table allachei la hie gonla can sdo y t ber,e sChoo e your alteraive. ou, lu Llree strauge words.
chair. 1 watched hlm nanrowly, as lie sippel Eltiter emtunît Io titi exposure witich dis.greces "' 6Tie letter,' tire .Mail said, &'The letter. Ohi
the wine. The fiush was stilî rnouttIng lc bis you, anl disegraces yo r arents, for ever-ornyert. Every word e dagger. A dggerlu
face; the liglit was stli brighterriug ti is eyes. rirake trp yur rtîlnd t-robey Me.' Damorîde mi.-lt rny beart. Oh, you laLter. Horrible, horrible,

lie set dovi his glass agaîn, wllrejovlalsmack suim t HtLhe dis-jece r ifithorlytiffe;ed herself. torrible latter.'
of bis lip-aul wenl on. Butler parents are n est people; tmy ucannaeWra-larGod's naine, was lietalkîug about?

"Persane present In the vaultel chamber :- digrace lier parent. Site lomdiven ta ber lasti Watdi Ilose worde meen?
Cunegonda and Dasmoide. d"Cunegonda apeate freluge-t ereIleno hope ot meltIng m e bard Was lie unconsc.ouIly pfrsning hie fint and
'Damonide 1' 'Madam?' 'Wholes 1 lu Ibe heoartof Cuuegolddc . Her ouly resource larcuafrygmeoary reollecionsrtfae past Ime a
chamber above us?''Mad4nm, the noble lady. ramse divficull s; she tries ta show lie atoereGenirr, under the lelulon that liewes goîng
Angelica.' (A pause. CunegndaBreaksagaîn.) are obstaëles betweeu lier andtrie crime. 'Ma- orrwImths dode eboryegl the wreck af.T seeaLnrer
'Damorîde!''Madam?''How doeseAngelîa dam i Madam !' she cries,ne hwqeq the nurse leyfmetntties, was meory le lest ta li a? Was

lite you ?' Madam, the noble lady, eweel and otre tateee me?' Cnergonda ahiswere, Some- t e trulllte dreadtltrull, glimmering ou
gaodIo aIl who approacl ber, le sweet andlgood iigts the nurselepers; sometines the nurse me dtmdly, tlrough theawfulehadow cast betore
t me.'t'Have you attendod on ber, Demaide ?'lo awo yle Dmanrideestisc persiste. Madam! l bylte advauclug eclîpse of ieabrain? My
'Somatimes, madam, when the nurse was madant I the d00r le tapI locted, and the nurse breaîli talied me ; e narnalees horror crapt
weary.' Hes she taken bier beallng medîcîne bslitext her w eyo b slyrougsheddybwenole bag.
trom your liendl?'1 'Once or lwîce, madam, The tey !1I i,stanLly Iliauglit of the missing Benjamin, wltli bis penclt nluis baud, cast
when I1lieppened la be by.' 'Damoridetatre key aGI etined togied lie thorigt f IL too? one warnrdg look et me. Ariel wes quiet and
Ibis tey, andl open the catton the table there.' lie certalnly cliecited hirixueif as the word es- eatisfied. "-Go on, Master," wes ait elie said,
<Damonide aboya). ' Do yant see a green vial lu caped bim. 1 reqobveil La maire the signa'. 1I6"I lite Il!1 1 lite Il! Go un wbtli the stary."1
the castl?'1 eu il, madam.' ' Ta ItilouI'rested myelbw on tlie arm ah my chaIr, ad Re wenî on-lie a man sleeping willii

(Demanide oboyta.) 'Do yon see a iquid lu Ibe playe deepmye arrig. Benjaming ad ouo eyea open, and talklug lu bis Bleep.
green vial ? eu you guess wba It las?' 4'No, bis pecl, ant Irranged is note-bok, sethag &"Tee meid sald La the Mîsînes. No; the
inadam.' 'Sha i l tell yenu? ' <Damoride bow Ariel coul noti see what ih was about, Ifp t e MisneseastlyltlatlboMail. The Mîstroas seid,
raspeclfully). 'Poison le Ini tbe vial.' sDam thappene tok bis way. 'Show hlmw re letter. Muet, muet, mov do il.'
ride oaerte; ahe elrInts from lbe poison ; ale We walled, unil Iti pleasoil Miserrlrs Dex- The Mail saId, 4'No. Mustn'l do IL. Slen't
woulitain put il aside. lier mietreasaigrne ta ton ac proceed. The hterval wes a long one. show Il. Stuf. Nonsese. Let hlmsuifer.
ber Ia keep Itin ber baud; lier mistresaspeats). Hie bau pwent up again , hi forehee. A We cen gelhlm off. Show Il. No. Let he

' Demanida, I have lidyou one of my secrets; idulr an oduhleo boctk wes palpably stealng wort corneotse worst. Show Ilthen.' The
shah I1 tell yon another?'1 <Demande waitp, aven bis eyes. Wbeu la ie ll9 peat, il was flot Mietrosa salI" He pauseil, aud waved hie

aaing whetle tacame. lieristrees spoakB). t go an wth we narrative but tsopuuleebaud rapdly toanitfr? before hie eyes, as if li
g haLe the Lady Augelica. lier litestands be- question. ws brushing away some vsionrrymo.uusion

lween me end the joy of my heerl. You holil 4t"Whene diIII heeve off?"lie asPed. or encanglemnt. enWhch wesil lestrlie
lier lite lu youn band.' (Demanide drape onlier My hopes saut agan ases rapidly as hîey bail salI, i"Mstreas or MaldsMigtreosn? NogaMail
tneee ; litaedevaut porson ; ý she crosses lier- rîsen. I manegeiHte answer him, however, Hpea a e of course. Loud. Possay ve. c Ykeu

self anilIlion heespeaka). i'Mistrees, you ter- wltiout sbowlng arry change ln my mahnr. scounrls. Keep away fromliah table. The
ty nme. Mîstrees, wiat do I bear-?'1<Cunegonda ii"You lotI off," 1 eaid, wliere Demanide Diaryse there. Number-Nine, Caldrshaws.

advances, stands over ber, locks dowu on ber was spoaklug ta Cuegonda-"9 Ast for Danilie. You ahenI have the Diary. A
wltli terrible eyes, whlapons the nexî word..) diYes! yosi" l haienterposed. 4"Andl wlialdiI secret lu yaur ear. The Dlary wilb bang lîim,
&'Demanide! The Lady Angelica muet die--and esay?"l1 won' bave hlmlianhed. How lare you ito

I muet naltie suspoclei. The Lady Angebîca i" She saId, &'The docr laetla ted, and the my chair. My chair lehMee dHsw dare yu
muetdie-and by your band.'lnursebasgaIW nIedkIy.'"tohwoucomamen?l

lie pauseil again. To sip thie wa once more? HoInstantlybeaneil forwarilalu bis chair. The last words bung to me lite a gea io
No; ta drink a deep draughl of il, thîs lime. i" Nol"llie answered veliemetliy. Yau're liglite i m ledreapaiens l nthe Report ofihe

Was the stimulant beginnlng tfa fe hlm wrang. 'Key ?' Nonsense11 neyer salI, Trial-tunIlie evidenca ut the soerrfa'ohofsicar.
areedy ? 4'Key.'' MAsertiteunDexter myi e hI l those very
SI biotei et hlm attenlively, as lie laid hlm. " I Ibougl yen diI, Mn. Dexter,"s terme, w en ha bel trid e vand ly ta prevent the
self bact agaln lu hie chair, te ocusîdon ton a 6"I nover dii 1 said samellng aise ; anrdmen rlanm seizing my husband' papens, ta
moment béfore ho weuî on. you have targoîon il." wler Ibe tmn bal puasdbel hi chair oumeof the

The flushi on bis face wes as deop as ever; I nefraîneltram dlsputigg wilh hlm, lu foan roam. Then wa iao doubt now f wha ebis

tale lreay. Ibal nllce Ibe ho soto ono ominsulbnby ubmîtiugmaonycaprieu, iedneeninIihiHieheardbctsad rneglit ng Ilugke
anil are lowl as le elance ta Ie beon ttou dwn Iie qestIos entamwhilestIatliascwatchingbly uIymoo yfe uly band'seudbedre
diobogu at th acene Was le feelng IlieeffortpassebeateetDexteiaeiomsahis declirita t--wyhter etsG nace's
0f Invntionabreay? lid Ibe ima cma închanlally kpl bi pageopodrasudeared blloAnl rtuel hlma ryitoShe oiedou merc

when lia wne led laa ai Ibarthewiecauil bi penil luneedneas a go rr.caleleduiheyronhlm;sgenda,"l.l he repeated.liol"Andy

We waIed. Alel st wathing lm, wtb whbe Dexer's oice sa luliericrllaitke-dil! eltahim wwith'. aebrusaquck-aree'df
vecanty.stelngeys ouI acauty-opo moull. eaely th chanebtwislencemSnt.leShce nourledb.MmpauienytllylatMatde

tapIlit opn noe-bck n bi tne, averI tn.""Whs thid he oy Mser ey shIle ail?"d.
hy iis lani. Thre ie at, uent wlli hle anilta is l eanserHe withoui lookngway t lie r ;ohn

"Demade hars bose ernlio~ orde;Do- bougits;sîlîltnylig l scehagngelerugsieiresitreilplly fi"ire ,isaresitsIseemedeMaod

nobl lay? halmotve hve fo bamln bocme f sary" l Thbs box tHnsre osyaidv aSenety aIl
lion' Cnogaîntenswre,'Youbav Ibemo- H. sanll asitaie ailhyatuneglmontdagawhyTerDamnpoShko euplu hye bnoe

tivoot oeyin Me' Deandefole wll ler e dhidp i sNot bi ne ayi ia on- Mastressong Maid lb ret,' ehaso r.We ebe
famoride, her unfrtuner maid.ss' Frt. scene. og awne ho f oneopeso Tnwi wy Gn a vn O.SrSr

IcnnaI The oI lae hootang int dod Il; Cthe a .geîpnl as Gn o vn"
frog ar crokin inthe ars. Lok a Arel

Ariel clapped ber hand, and mimicked him,
lu her turn.

"'Oh, Sara, Sara, Sara,' she repeated. '- 'Gone
for ever.' That's prime, Master ! Tell us-
who was Sara ? "

Hic lips moved. But his voice sank so low
that I could barely hear h.m. He began again,
with the old melancholy refrain.

& The Maid said to the Mistress. No. The
Mistress said to the Maid-" lie stopped
abruptly, and raised himself erect in the chair;
he threw up both his hands above his head ;
and burst lnto a frightful screaming laugh.

-" Ah-la-ha ha i How funny! Why don't
you laugh? Funny, funny, funny, funny. Aha-
-halha-ha-ha-"

He feli back ln the chair. The shrill and
dreadful laugh died away into a low sob. Then
there was one lung deep wearily-drawn breath.
Then, nothing k ut a mute vacant face turned
up to the ceiling, white eyes that looked blindly,
with lips parted in a senseless changeless grin.
Nemesis at last! The foretold doom had fallen
on him. The night had come.

Butone feeling animated me, when the first
shock was over. Even the horror of that fear-
fui sight eeemed ouly to increase the pity that
I felt for the stricken wretch. I started impul-
sively to my feet. Soeing nothing, thinking of
nothing, but the helpless figure ln the chair, I
sprang forward to raise him; to revive him; to
recall him (if suich a thing migit be possible) to
himself. At the first step thait I took, I felt
hands on me-I was violently drawn back.
"Are you blind ?" cried Berjamin, dragging
me netrer and nearer to the door. "Loiot
there! "

He pointed; and I looked.
Arie had been beforehand with me. She

had raised her master ln the chair; he ha gIot
one arm round him. In lier free hand site
brandished au Indian c'ub, torn from ai tropby"

of Oriental weapons that ornamented the wat
over the fire place. The creature was trans-
figured ! Her duit eyes glared like the eyes of
a wild animal. She gnashedb er teeth in the
frenzy that possessed her. "You bave done
this! " she shouted to me, waving the club fu-
riously round and round over her heat. "Come
near him; and 'il das h your brainî out! Il'il
mash you tIlI there's not a whole boue left in your
skin 1" Benjamin, stiil hlding me with one
hand, opened the door with the other. I let
him do with me as he would; Ariel fascinated
me; I could look at notiîing but Ariel. lier
frenzy vanisheti as she saw w retreating. She
droppe lthe club; she threw b>)th arus round
him, and nestled ler hea'i on his bosom, and
sobbed and wept over him. "Master ! Master
They shan't vax you any more. Look up again.
Laugh at me as yon used to do. 8 &y 'Ariel ;
yon are a fool.' Be like yourself again ?" I
was forced nlto the next room. I heard a long
low waling cry of mlsery from the poor crea-
ture who loved him with a dog's fidelity and a
woman's devotion. The heavy door was closed
between us. I wasl ithe quiet antechamber;
crying over that piteous Aigit; clinging to my
kind old friend, as heipleses and as useless as a
child.

Benjamin turned the key in the lock.
"I There's no use in crying about it," he salid

quietly. "Ilt would be more to the purpose,
Valerla, if you thanked God that you have got
out of the roo, safe and sound. Come with
me."

He took the key out of the lock, and led me
downstairs into the hall. After a little consider-
ation, he opened the front door of the house.
The gardener was still quietly at work in the
grounds.
t 1Your master is taken111," Benjamin said;
"and the woman wbo attends upon him lias
lost ler bead-if she ever bad a head to lose.
Where does the nearest doctor live ?'

The man's devotion to Dexter, showed itself
as the woman's ldevotion bai slhown itself-in
the man's rough way. He threw down his
spade, with an oath.

"iThe Master taken bad?" ie said. "l'11
fetch the doctor. I ihall find him sooner than

you will."
" Tell the doctor to bring a man with him,"

Benjamin added. "He may want help."
The gardener turned around sternly.

"m inthe man," he said. "Nobody shall help
but me."

He left us. I sat down on one of the chairs
in the hall, and did my best to ompose myself
Benjamin walked to and fro, deep in thought.

'd Both of them fond of hlim," I beard my old
friend say tohimself. "Half monkey, half man
-and both of them fond of him. 2 hat beats

The gardener returned with the doctor-a
quiet, dark, resolute man. Benjamin advanced
to meet therm. "I have got the key," lhe said.
"Shall I go upstairs with you ?

Without answering, the doctor drew Benja-
min asile im -a corner of the hall. TIe tw
talked togethier in low voices. At the end of
it, the doctor salId, "Give me lie key. You can
be of no uisea you will only irritate ber."

Wth those wordls, ha beckonedl to the gar-
douer. Ho was about to la the way up the
stairs', wheu I venturedl ta stop hlm.
" MayîI t.ay inut bIalnr? " I aid. " I am

ivery anxious ta hear hiow it ends."
Ha lockedl et me for a moment, before lie ne-

IplIed.
"You liai botter go home, madam," ho saId.

"lIstho gardenerjacquaintei wIth your addreso ?"
j" Yes, sîr,"
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