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| ORIENTAL QOCUPATIONS~THE
TENTMAEXR.

DY BRY, JUHN DUNDAR, DUNBARTON.

‘While but comyaratively fow verses of
the eaored record ¢smpleto the uarrative,
yot many centuvios are 9ald to have intor.
vened bolweon fhe time of Uain who
e huilded & elly,” and that of Jabal who
was * tho father of vuoh as dwell In tents,”
and while Pible biographies are after ex-
oeodingly briof, this record regavding Jabal,
prief though it be, is both very imporiant
and very significant as showing that the
house long precaded the tent, sand the sst-
{led was so much earlier than the nomadio
mode of existence. As flocks and herds
inoreased both in vumber and inkind, their
attondants hed o remove them from place
{0 place in quest of pasturage, and in con-
sequence they had o invent and oconsirnot
emporary dwellings at onoe habilable and
portable, Honce the origin of the tent,
and tent.Jife, aflorwards so eommon
amongst tho pastoral patrinrohs, and in the
same land pot yet nneommon, even in the
present day.

It would be very interesting were it pos-
sible, totrace the progressive stages of the
{ent in its form and textare from ita rude
and rastio origin to that slate of perfeotion
to which it has now and for many ages aé-
tained, bat this is so dependent on the
conditlon of the people as well a8 on the
climate and products of the couniries in
which they are used that there could be
little certainty or satisfastion in so doing.
The simplest and the rudest, although we
are not thereby warranted to ssy the ear-
Yieet, of thess temporary habitations was
the booth, constrmoted both easily and
choaply of the branehes or the bark of trees,
or of both, and ke many of our Indian
wigwaws in the woods erested with little
Iabour, and when no longer needed, aban-
doned with little regret. The tent how-
ever is muoh more costly and comforiable
than the booth. In the gouthern regions
of Asia as among the Hindoos, the tenis
were made of bamboo or osier reeds, and
are easily oarried abous, but in the moro
northern and colder regions they were gen-
erslly formed of the bark of irees sewn to-
gether and covered with skins of animals,
as is still the oase among our western In-
dians in the wild prairies, and these afford
complete protection from the severity of
the winter, Very lérge tents were con-
structed so as fo consist of & number of
parts whish were easily put together or
iaken apari as the neconsilies of the onse
required. As the tent originated in the ex-
igencios of the pastoral life, we may read-
ily, aud we think rightly assame that the
earlier kind were but rude frame works
sovered with skins from the flocks, af
firat vory likely with the wool or hair on,
but in process of time these skins were both
dressed and dyed and were thereby the less
affscted by the sun or the rain ; hence we
read of * rame’ skins dyed red" as s
covering for the $abernncle in the wilder.
ness. In south-western Asin tenis are
gonerally covered, not with skins, but with
a kind of oloth or felt, made of wool or
goats’ hair, which if not paturally so, is us.
ually dyed black. This sloth is cemmonly
the product of the handiwork of the we-
men in the oamp, both in its apinning and
weaving. Tents were larger or smaller,
oblong or pyramidal as suited the {aste or
requirements of those who used them.
The floor of the tent ix generally ocovered
with mats, but sometimes with oarpetls,
and on these, thoss who live in them sil.
A smaall hole dug in $he eentre serves for &
fireplace for cooking, the smoke finding its
way oui through su opening in the apex,
while a fow vessels of clay or metal, with
some goat-skin botiles and a hand-mill for
grinding mesl, make up the ample but sim-
ple furnitare of the eastern shepherd's slen-
der dwelling. The patriarehal fents were evi-
dently not vory large, inssmuch as the prin-
vipal members of the family had each »
separate tent, as was the ease with Sarah
and Loeah and Rechel and the maid ser-
vanis, and each of these tents seems o have
had only one apariment. In latier times
however, it would appear, that instead of
constructing s number of smaller tents,
one large tent was erected and divided by
ouriains into s number of apariments as
suited the number and the necessities of
the family, and in more modern times,
amid regsl displays and royal adornmente,
these tonts were often both large and
sostly, being eovered entirely with ailk
and rishly garnished with silver, gold and
precious stones.

In savage states, aud in sparsely seitled
souniries eneh one has fo supply his own
asenitier, bul as population inereases and
stvilisstion sdvamess, division of labowr

follows, and in this way {rados criginate

and orafts aro kept up ; so while in primi-

{ive $imen tontmaking formed a part of do-
mestio economy, in aftsr tiroes it beeams a
distinotive {rade; and as it was » maxim

among {he Jowa that ©* Ho who does not

toaoh his son a trado tsnohes him to steal,”
overy Hobrew youtk however worthy or
woll to do, was expected if not requived
to loarn # trade, if noed be, to supply his
wants, aud if not, fo amuso his lef.are.
Thus these ragacions and far eoeiug Jows,
belioving that *can do i easily oarriod
about,” make us cense to wonder that
Aquila and Priscills, persons cf oonsidor-
ation both In Corinth and Bphesus
should have been $entmakers, or that Panl
however high in social poaition or scholarly
atiainment should havo been ¢ of $he same
oraft” While soms guppose that in the
exoceiso of this craf}, Paul moroly coversd
wilitary and other tonts with goat or sheop
skin, othevs with moro reason suppose that
ho manufactured the teni.cloth whieh
was employed as in covering, ox in other
words that Paunl was a weaver. Tho medi-
mval expositors however wore very reluo-
tant to acknowledgo that the Aposile was
ever engaged in, as they think, such an
ignoble employment, and busied their
braing in suggesting a variety of other
and moxe hononrable ccoupations, in whioh,
rather than in this, he was more likely
to 1abonr, but these gelf-constituted digni-
taries ought suroly to have known that no
honest labour can dograde an honest man,
and not to have forgotten that he who
was ‘ higher than the sons of men Y was
himeelf & onrpenter. Be this as it may, we
know that Paul not only laboured work-
ing with his own hands, but recommended
# hat if any would not workneither should
he eat,” and while he openly avowed his
avoontion and by it seoured and asseri.
ed his independence, yet no one more
thoronghly than he, exhibited and enforo-
od the Divino dootrine thai, *so hath the
Lord ordained that they which preach ihe
gospel should live of tho gospe M But
while the apostle held fast and held forth
this dootrine ag ordained by Christ and to
be honoured by Ohristiaus, yet in order to
remove all prejudices from the minds of
$he hoathen and $o corract some erroneous
tondencies prevailing among the new con-
verts, thongh under no neoeasity so to
do, he uttered and exemplified that genex-
ous sentiment ¢ I have kept myself from
being burdensome unto you and go will I
keoep myself.”

Froquent allusions to the tent and feni-
life are made in the Word of God, and
illustrations signifieant and imporiant are
frequently drawn therefrom. Thus, for
instance, *the tents of Bhem " imply the
countries and epiritual state of his descen-
dants, and *the fents of wiokedness” are
the places where wicked mon dwell., The
« dwellers in tenis” and '* the tenis of
Judah” refer to the dwellers in unt oxtified
oities, The tent or ¢ fabsrnacle of fosti.
mony " implied God's relation to, snd pre-
sence with his people, while in it the word
of God was deposited. CGod’s tent or ¢! fab-
ernacle is with men ¢ when they eminently
enjoy hia fellowship and favour. From the
simple construction, the sosnty accomomda.
tion, the temporary duration, and the fre-
quenoy andfacility of removal of the tent, the
tentmaker of Tarsus takes oocasion 4o draw
tho beautifnl and affecting ocontrast be-
tween the frailty and insinbilily of ihe
sonl's earthly tabernmcle and its faiure
hougse ** which hath foundations whose
builder and maker 1s God,” whon he says
“ for wo know that if our esrthly house
of ihis tabernaole (or tent) wero dissolved
{or taken apari) we have & building of
God, an house not made with hands, eter-
nal in the heavens.”

M

For the Presbyterianl

THE FUND FOR AGED AND INFIRM
MINISTERS—ON WHAT PRIN-
OIPLE IS IT ANDOUGHT IT TO
BE DISTRIBUTED.

T4 in proposed (last Assembly minntes, p.
69) to give to annuitanis according tfo the
number of yeara thay have served: ten years
serviee to bring $100; each subsequent year
$10, until the amount is $400; less than
ten years fo bring nothing; and any nom.
ber of years over forly fo bring nothing.

Befors anewering the second part of the
above question it will be neeessary fo in-
quire—Are aged aund infirm ministers en-
titled to get anything from the fund? We
are to1d that they have & right to do wo;
on what basis reais thisright ? The present
syatem placesthe right in the ¢ime of ser.
wvice, not on the kind or efficiency of the
service, but on the time, Yot professedly
resting on this bwis, it does mot adhers to
it; for while ien yoars bring $100, nine
yoars bring nothing. But, on the baais of

ime, If one sexve five years he is a8 oo

tainly entitled to a share asif ho served;
forty years ; and if in s rvice sizty yonrs,
$he Just jwenty are as cerialnly entitled to
a share as tho first forty. Thus it appears
that if an anunitand has a right upon such
a basis that right i tramyled on by restrio-
tiona as to timo.

I# s proposed torequire axate from ench
ministor o entitlo kim to a share in the
fund. 'This would introduce a new prinois
plo and placo the right on aeimpls commer-
oial basix, ag in insarauvce. A piaueible n-
surance plan was proposed a fow years
ngo and rejested. If the Ohuroh enler into
suob business no ono outside will object,
but nambers insido would; ared
the making a rate oompulsory might
excludouumbers from reaping thebenefits of
donations to the fand, whilo these donatione
were intended for their benefit, and while
Ohrlssian peoplowonldhavearighisotodenig-
nade their gifts, and a right to objeot to any
intorforence with their design {herein,
Some would say insurance business does
not lio within the sphere of the Churoh’s
daty, and we will not contribute by rate or
otherwisze., But tho combination of the
sysioms of rate and of time, or either of
them, does not appoar to farnish a satisfac.
tory baeis of #ight to the annullant, It is
proposed torequirearate which wonldnotbe
a commeroial equivalent to the annuity,
and which would not oonstiiule a righi.

It seoms to be felt by the managoers of
the fand that to place the right upon the
basis of time is not quite eorrect, for it is
proposed to treat the oases of some, who
have served less than fon years, as exoep-
tional ; that is, such onses eannot, eccording
to rule, set up a olaim of right; they must
betreated ag being in forma pauperis—
an indignily which it is anything but
Christian for a Christian charoh to inflist.

The present system does not work well.
It does not comport with the design enter-
tained by many, who, from Ohristian prin.
oiple, contribute to it. It gives money to
some who have no need and it withholds
frum others who do, If seems {o many a
shame $hat rich men or men possessed of
competencs shonld accept auything from
the fund, and especially when the necessi-
ties of poorer brethren are unsupplied.
People for thisreason are slow to coniri-
bute. X4 Is sarely not to the eredit of any
churoh $o allow its minisiers, overiaken by
debility, to suffer from destitution, whether
they have served twenily or ten years, or
even one year. And il will, as a ruls,
be found thas the young minister, laid
aside, is more in need than the old.

Upon what basis, then, is the annuitant’s
elaim of right to rest ?  Plainly and simply
upon $hose priveiples of equity and bene.
volence which Christianity teaches. Ooms
mon christian feeling and prinoiple say—It
a man glves his life to the service of the
Churoh, the Church should stand between
himand want. And if the Ohureh be pro-
perly appealed #o0,and its constitntion not
improperly interfored with, it will do so.
Christian feeling san be easily reached by
simply presenting its objecs. There is a
man who has given his youth and strengsh
and substance to the servics of the Ohuroh;
he has become disabled by the hand of God
upon him ; you are inviled to do as you
foel to be aocording to the mind of OChrist
in the case., The olaim of réght in such a
oase does not arige from length of service,
but from the sivaple faot of self-surrender
4o that service and disabling therein. And
it seems plainly to follow that the amouni
given to the annuitant should correspond
1o the necsssition of his oase. The elaim is
not commaroial and is not based on time.
The elaim la simply this—I have devoied
myself to the service of Christ in {he
Church, and for this end have spent my
time, strengih and subsiance; and I olaim
that I should not euffer from wani; I
don't olaim riohes or luxury, but I olaim
yolief to my necessitien,

A rotired minister posseased of sompet-
enco may say—I have as mueh claim as
the poorer mman becanse I have served
longer. If the basia of the right, as above
get forth is coreect, his elaim must bo de-
nied, and the nobleness and genarosily ofit

yet more emphatioally denied. A man
who gives himseK up to the Minisiry of
Ohrist is supposed to make an eutire sure
xender of himself snd sll he ix possessed of
to His service. If Ohrist gives him op-

ortunity to serve Him, and worldly goods
Beuides, i4 does not look like a gratefal aud
devoted sexvant to expeot ashare of that
fand which is inteuded to feed the afilicted
poor, for that is ths design of the fund, and
comports with the nature of the appeals
made in its behalf.

T may be eald that to give according to
necessity is impractioable. 'We are not pur-
susded of this. The annuitantshould have
no objection to siating the amount or
gource of his inoome, and the number of

i i onliarity in his oon-
dition affecting hLis resouroes would be
known to his brahrsn. Upon such date
dlatribution might be mads with leas frie-
tion upon fesling, tuanhas besn the case
often belore. Inturros.

Yor iha Prosbyterians)

THE LORD ENOWVETH TREMTHAT
ARE HIS.

BY A K. B,

Kvery auregenerate soul is at enmily
pgainst God, Batan lays olaim to every
suoh coul, Heholdsthom eaptive and keeps
nrging thom on to wage war against their
Oroator, and a8 a rveward ho offers them
$ho empty vanifies ofthisworld; butoh, ihe
reward in the next is otornsl woe, from
whioh thore is no rolief. What is the short
period of time spent in this world eom-
pared with etexnity,

Did you ever sit down and ocalmly con.
sidor whithor you are bound ¢ Thera are
two dostinics boyond this trausient lifo of
ours ; one 1s an etornity of woo and misery,
having Sutan the arch-fiend as ifs king ;
tho other is an ofornity of ovorlasting
bliss, having Olirist our Redeemer as its
king.

When we havo finighed our alotted {ime
here on earth wo will be called {o onr oter-
nal home, which we ghall indeither in hea.
ven or hell.

Time is short, lifo is uncertain, While
it is yot day wo should be up and doing.
Our future happiness depends on how wa
spend our time while Lore on earili, and
the use we make of the privileges given us
by our all-wise Oreator. If we have mis.
usad the talonts Hoe has given us, He will
oast us off forover. Satan then will take
us to dwell with him throughout the end-
less agos of eternity. Solemn thought !
Oh my dear friends, is the thought not
enough to make us strive that we by the
assistaneo of the Holy 8)ii:¢ 1aay enterin at
the ebrait gate that loads to everlasting life,
where we ghall live forever in happinsss
and have Christ for onr king.

Christ eomes to us while we are yet sin-
ners snd in bondage to Satan snd the
world, and says: * Come over to me, re.
nounoe the dovil, turn to me and I will
have meroy upon you, I will loose your
bonds and set you free. Aoccept of me &8
your king and oaptain and I will make you

my subjeots, yoa I will make you sons and
daughters of the Lord God Almighty,
and ye shall reign with me forever.

Oh my denr friends, is it not a consoling
thoughs o know that once soospted of
Ohrist wo oan never perish, *I give,”
says Ohyist, * to them eternal live, and they
ghall never perish.” #I tnow my sheep, thay
hear my voloe and follow me.” Wha$ un-
bounded confidence we then have in our
leader. Though Satan rsge and all ihs
world turn against us, Ohrist our capiain
will never forsake us. ‘I will never leave
thee " says Christ.

Christ Josns oamo into the world to save
sinners ¢ will his misgion bo in vain? Was
man left to save himeelf? If so I am
afraid Christ's mission will be fruitless, for
man is natarally evil. He is born in sin,
and shapen in inignily. We oan do mo-
thing of ourselves, We cannot go to Christ
except the Father draw us. And if the
Holy Spirit begins a good work in us, the
Father will earry it on o ocompletion.
Onoe accepted of Ohirist we are sure of
heaven. Ohrist will dwell in us and wein
Him, and all the powers in earih
or hell oannot drive Him away from
the citadel of the soul once he has taken up
hig abode there. For by one offering he
hath perfeoted forever them that are sanc-
tified. Then sin shall not have dominion
over us, for we are not under the law but
under geace.

Of course, my dear friends, we eannot live
without sin for as Paul says * When I
wonld do good evil is present with me. No
man liveth and sinneth not.”

We are commanded $o grieve not the
Holy Spirit of God whersby we are soaled
unto the day of redomption. We may slip
and fall, but God says in His holy word
that He will not osst us off forever. My
doar friends, there is joy in heaven overone
ginner that repenteth, and do you think
that the all-wive Father would permit this
outburst of joy, yea would partioipate in
it Himself, if He were not sare of their eler-
nal salvation ? Ifso, He would be pariak-
ing of glory that did not belong fo Him,
Jehovah ehangeth not, He does not justify
to-day aud condemn $o-morrow He doew
not accept of children to-day and permit
them to be the ohildren of the devil to-mor-
row, Johovah knowethno shadow of furn-
ing.

If Obrist hath set his affections on a man
he will love him fo the end, Ifhe hath be-
gotten us unto s lively hops, He will not
suffer us to fall away and perish. If it
was possible for one of God's dear children
to fall away and perish, then might all,
It one for whom Ohrist died might be
eondemaned, the.x might the Saviour’s blood
be utterly void aud vain—Obrist's blood
closnseth us from all sin—what were

Ohrist's Intentions in ocoming into this

»

world? Was it to savo all mon? If so
why arenot all men saved. IeHe not abls
to onrry ont bis intentious ? Will his in-
tontlons bo frustrated ? If so by whem ¥
Batan sny you ; then is nol Safan stronger
than Obrist? The intention ol Ohrist's
death fa juet equal to its offects, Sineo
Olwrist i3 tho Son of God, In His atonement
and redomption His intentions and desives
eaunot be finsbrated.

Shall Christ endare the lash and bo held
up asa spectacls for men and devils o be
moekod and spat upon and theu endare
what {8 worse than all, & disappointment
in tho falfilment of his desigrs ? Neo, No.

Ohriot beoame a subjech for us, He bore
onr sins, He paid the dobt, and God the
righteous judge will not exaot sacond pay-
ment, If Obrist has paid the debt for all
mon, then why does God scnd men to hell
for adoebt that Eis son paid to the uttermost
farthing ? You owe me a hundred dollars,
I want ssourity from you, You are un.
able to give it. My son has compassion on
you and says, I will go his seourity. I ac.
sept my msou's seourily. You fail and are
unable to meet the noto when due. My
son pays the amonnt and I accept of it.
NowlI have no right o follow you for what
my son has paid, and for which you kold
a olear xeceipt. 8o wo have been in debt
to God and wore unablo to meet His jueb
demands, OChrist had oompassion o¢n us
and paid the debt, and God tho righteous
Judge will nover atk ua to pay a debt that
His Son has already paid. Now my dear
friends, should we not take encouragement
from this and strive by Divine help to
live to the honor and glory of God; And

we should mako the best use of our time
and ialents, knowing that whatever we do
for the Mastor and which is soceptable
to Him will not be done in vain.

Onoo our eternal hopes are bLuilt on the
Rook of Ages, Ohrist being the key stone
of all our expeotations, fogs of doubt,
storms of controversy, quicksands of error,
fieres billows of infidelity may dash
against the base of the rock of our salva-
tion, yet it will stand fast forever.

Proshytery of Lindsay.

A regulsr meeting of this Presbytery took
&hoe at Woodvillo on the 29tliv olt:yMay.
ho following are the chief items of husi.
ness :—Rev. J. Oampbell, in behalf of a
committee appointed to prepare a minute
ralative to the resignatlon of Rev. J. Mo.
Olung, submitted ithe following, which was
adopted : ‘' The Presbylery, in sccepling
Rev. John MeOlung's rosignation of the
charge of Wick and Greenbank, express
their deep regret at losing soable and agree.
able a co-Presbyter, and one who has been
o regular in altending their meetings, In
taking loave of their brother the membaers
of thiscourt would also iake the opportunity
of expressing the high esteem in whioh Mr.
MoOlung was held, their appreciation of his
faitbfulness as & pastor and earnesiness as
a preacher of the gospel, and their hope
that the Lord of the vineyard may soon
open for him another fleld of laboz.” A
motion was introduced by Mr. R. Douglass
recommending that a tax be levied on the
Presbytery for money to defray the expense
of commissioners to the General Assombly.
The motion was lost on a division. The
olerk reported $hat he appeared before the
Assembly's Home Mission Committee, and
that he was oordially granted the sam
olaimed in aid of the enprlementod 0ongre.
gations and Mission stations of the Presby-
tery; that Mr. Alexander Fraser is labor-
ing in Sunderland and Vroomanion, and
Mr. Samnel Carruthers in Cobosonk, Head-
lake, Digby and Oarden ; and that $hemost
cheering reporis come in from all these sta-
{ions concerning the successfnl labors of the
missionaries employed. Rev. J, Oampbell
and the session of which he is moderator
wers instruoled to attend to the election and
ordination of elders in Sunderland. Rev.
J. Osmpbell and Bev. J. Murray were ap-
pointed & committee to superiniend the
litexary studies of Mr. Angns MoLieod, stu.
dent, for the ensning three months. A oall
to Rov. J. MoNabb, of Beaverion, from the
oongregations of High Bluff and Poriage
Oreek, in the Preshytery of Manitoba, was
read by the elerk. It was sordial and un-
snimous, sud was acocompanied with the
promise of & siipend of $900, wiih an ex0el-
lent mange and a glebe of 100 acret. The
Presbytery agreed to hold an adjourned
meoting at Beaverton on the 10th of July,
at 2 p.m,, and to cile the songregations of
Besverton and South Mara to appear there
for their interests. A cirsular from the
Prosbytery of Sangeen was zead intimating
the intention of that Presbytory to ask leave
of the General Assembly at its firs; meeling
to xeceive as minister of our churoh Rev. G,
A. Smith, a minister of the Camberland
Presbyterian Ohurch., Another cirenlar to
the same effeot from the Presbylery of
Hamilton was read in relation to Rav. J.
L. Robinson, of the U, P. Ohurch of Ameri-
oa. There was read also an exiraet minute
from the records of the Synod of Toronto
and Kingston, sialing that the sum of $22.58
was levied on the Presbylery of Linds
to aid the Manitoba College Building Fun?»
After lenishenod disoussion it was agreed
that this Presbytery does not feel justified
in levying an additional tax upon the eon.
grogations withiv is bonnds under present.
circamsiances. The Rev. J. Campbell gave
notice that at the next meeting of Presby-
tery he would move that steps bo iaken to
orgauize & Sabbath Bebool Conveation in
eonnection with the Prubyut{. The next
regular meeting will he held, D.V., at
Xdndsay on the last Taesday of Augnsd,

at
4 paa—J. L, Munaay, Prasbyiery Clerk.



