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the gentle stillness, to be exemplified in the person
and minîistry of Elisha.

He was taught that God's kingdon was to be
spreadnîot by the hurricaneanudecart hquakeofopinionis
and strife, or the thunîder and lightninîg of buiman pas-
sion, but by the gentleragency ofconviction and love
in the heart leading to truC reforIation. IL was the
sane lesson Moses learned when lie said, '"The
Lord is a God full of compassion and gracious, slow
to anger, and plenteous in mnercy and truth."

Elijahà was recommissioned for further service.
Three commandments were laid upon him ; trece
changes were to be made (v. 15, 16). God was pre-
paring His instruments already to punish the house
of Ahab. lie showed Elijah that the visible fruit of
the labor of God's servants is but a smali part ofthe
resuilt, and henceforth the lonely propliet was to have
Elisha as his companion and servant in training and
preparation as his successor.
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Naboth's Vineyard.
(Le..on Te'xt: a KCings 21: .4-16. 31emory Versevs: .4.)

(Read ciaps. 21 and ... )
Goi.ts.s TX.-" Thou shait not covet thv neighbor's house.'

-iod. 20: 17.
DAILV RADINu;S.-M3onday . : Kings .. j-6. s Kings

zu. g.:6. WVednesdIas: Lev~. . IS-..8. Thursdav: Ecci. · :-il
Fridai: .\'ic:th z: z.t. Saturday: Josh. 0: o-103. 19-26. Sunday:
Like 12: 8-2S.

The Heart of the Lesson.
Sitnce wc last met Ahab, God had given him two

such signal victories over Benhadad, king of Assyria,
that there could be no doubt of the divine and super-
natural interposition in his behalf. -The goodness
of God, however, did not lead himî to repentance; it
was marked by no note of thanksgiving, no expres-
sion of gratitude. Ahab returned a conqueror tobis
capital, puffed up with the pride of conquest. le
had much to make life pleasant for him. He had
great opportunities for usefulness, but he improved
none of tle. He did not even enjoy his palace and
gardens at Jezreel.

Haman, the haughty Persian at Sushan, could not
enjoy his riches.. romotion, and royal favor, because
there was one stiff-backed Jewish porter at the gate
of the king's palace who refused obeisance to hii.
This imust ever be the case with the man wlhose hap-
piness depends on "tbe things which are seen and
temporal," and not on "'the thingswhich are unseen
but eternal."

Ahab had a fly in bis pot of ointmnent; his honey
had turned to gall. Naboth, bis neighbor, had re-
fused to sell him his vineyard. Contentmcnt rests
on what God has given us to enjoy; covetousness
makes us wretcled no natterhow much we possess.
Because of one vineyard which he could not obtain,
ail the kingdomi which he ad counted for nothing in
his mind. le had lost nothing; lie was simply un-
able to get something more. It lias been said the
lion is carniverous, and wants flesh, the ox is gram-
iniverous, and wants grass, but that nian is
omn'iverous and wants everything. First, a nian
wants a living, tien a coipetency, then superfluity,
then more. Scfishness grows nionstrous by indul-
gence; and in an oriental despot like Ahab, every-
thing tended to increase it.

The ground of Nabotl's refusai was, "lie feared
the Lord." Tlhe favor of God was more to liii thian
the king's coin. The Israelites hcld thcir land by a
peculiar teniure. Jehovali was the real owner. "The
land shiall not be sold for ever; for the land is mine."
Had Naboth been in debt, his vineyard might have
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been clained by clamorous creditors; but even'thien
the reversion of the property to his family would hie
insistedi upon at the year of jubilee.

Ahab vas wicked, but lie evidently liad no tlought
of violently wresting the coveted property fron its
ovner. He hlad enough conscience left to restrain
himi from that sin. Ahab was weak, so stubborn.
and, in the sulks like a pettish child, he threw himn-
self on his bed. Hezekiah, in ailiction, '"trncd his
face to the wall" and communed withb God; in
answer to prayer, his life w.as prolonged. Ahab
"turnec away his face and wouild eat n0 bread,"
beùcause he could not have whvat was not his.

English history tells low Queen Elcanor sucked
the poison out of ber lusband's wounds; and in a
moral and spiritual sense that is wbat everv true-
hearted wife seeks to do for the husbanad who is
wounded in the conflicts of life. A truc wife would
bave found a remedy for this childishness on the part
of Ahab. But, alas! if Ahab was wicked and weak
he had made an unholv alliance with the beatien
princess, Jezebel, who wvas wicked and strong. By
refined irony, hypocrisy, abuse of power, latred,
false-witness, and niurder, she proceeded to secure
the coveted plot. The elders of Jezreel slavishly
obeyed ber orders, and Naboth, falsely accused of
blasphening God and the king, was stoned to
death with his sons, and his vineyard, as belonging
to a criminal, became thie property of the crown. It
secied as if high-handed villainy had triuniped.
There are times when God apparently allows the
wic.ked to triumph and the cause of the righteous to
go unvindicated, and ve are ready to say with
Asaph, "Belold, these are the ungodly who prosper
in the world ; thev increase in riches. Verilv I bave
cleansed ny heart in vain and washed niy bands in
innocency."

Without a word of borror or any liesitation, Ahab
proceeded at once to take possession of the vine-
yard and enjoy the fruits of the crime at whiclh h
had connived but dared not himîself perforni. The
will to reccive the coveted vineyard loaded hiii with
the guilt of the getter--he was a murderer. This
niurder had both a genesis and a pedigree. Covet-
ing begat anger, anger begat falsehood, and false-
hood begat murder. This murder was also to bave
a posterity. "Thîough a sinnler do evil a hundred
times and bis days be prolonged, yet surely I know
it shall be well with tiemi that fear God, which fear
before Himi, but it shail not be weal with the ivcked."

Suddenly and unexpecctedly Elijah's grini figure,
like an embodied conscience, confronted Ahab.
His sin had found him out, and lie heard the denun-
ciation of bis crime and the prediction of his punish-
mnî.it-"The dogs shall lick thy blood where they
licked Naboth's;" "The dogs shall cat Jezebel;"
anu " I will cut ofT thy posterity."

God frequently punishies evil doers in a similar
way to what they have donc to others. Jacob de-
ccived his father Isaac, and was himself deceived by
bis own sons. Adonibezek, king of Canaan, wien
taken prisoner, hîad bis thumbs and great tocs cut
off. lie then said, "<Threc score and tcn kings,
having thumbs and great tocs cul off, gathercd their
nicat under my table. As 1 have donc, so God hath
rcquitcd me." If God is our encmy, il is because
we have imade Him so by our sins. We rcap in kind
as we have sown.

IT isn't the nuiber of'joys we have
That niake us happy and gay ;

But the number wc share with our little friends,
Oh! that is Ie secret, thcy ay !
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