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chming to Springvale, M
4,Jooking"oat, saw a pedler comingup the
b o walked feeﬁ'ﬁ

bimsolf with an eflort. le maid was
out,s0 she laid down her pen and went
down to him.

The man stood looking thro&h tho open
door into the wide, old fashioned hall. Tt
Jooked very cool and invitl:gn after his hot
tramp, and  Miss Lois, co down the
slairs, fair and sweet In her soft gray dress
and lavender ribbons, sccmed a part of the

ce and quict of the house.

She saw that he looked hot and tired, and
uked him in, sotting the large hall chair
forhim. Ho dropped into it wearily, and
opened his stock without the volubllity
common to his kind, It conalsted of tils
usual small warcs, and Miss Lois madeher
selection of pins, noedles, and tape with tho
arefol dchiberation of a New-England
bousekeeper. . .

Suddenly sheturned very white, and laid
her hand on the stair rail as though for zup-
port. It wasover in a moment; and when
the pedler looked at her again she wore her
wusl calm face, though the hands counting
the money trembled a little. As he was

thering his wares together she asked
Eilm, s Havo you been long at this basi-
2o V"

“No, ma'am,” he answered, rising
gifly ; *‘onlya yearor two, Iusedtodoa
business in Cleveland, Ohio, and had
s bous: as pleasunt as this, and a wifa and
ild; butliailed in business; theamy
wife and child died, and I bad a lot g sick-
paas. After1 gotup from itI tried sev-
enl different things, but finally came to
this. Thaok you, ma'am,” putting the
wouey in his thin pocket-book.  *¥You luok
like somebody 1.used to know in Hillsbor-
b, where X was raisec.”
wf!nt Mias Lois made no answer, except
“Good afternoon,” an he went down the

we .
\?f:cn the gateclosed oehind him, she
went up to her chamber, unlocked a drawer
inher burcau, and, taking from it thin
mbge of letters, sat down with them in
hand.

Thers vas no deod to read them; she
Inew every word inthem, They had come
atlong intervala during the first nine years
of waiting; she could tell the very duy the
Iat onc came,  She satgl:ere very quietly
watil her little maid calldd her 2o tea; then
sbeput the letters back in their place,
soothed her hair, and went down.  And
mither Polly nor the friends who came in
the oxening suspeciad that Miss Lois had
wen 2 ghost that afternoon.

The next morning  Polly returned from
the grocery in great excitement. Agedlcr
bedhad o bleeﬁm' g spell there the night be-
fore: they had made hirma bed ioth
bk room, and that afternoon the aeloct:
en were going Lo take him to the poor-
Bogse. 10N hiad seed her with herown

g3

Mis Lois finished pasting the paper over
thelast tumbler of ::m-x'mt.8 jelly, then waah-
od her hands calmly, took off herapron, and
vt upstaine.  Ip a few minutes'she came
dewn with Jicr hat on.  *“I'mn going ous for

lttle while, Polly,” she aaid; *‘and while

3 gone you may make up the hed in the
ﬂ-ﬂ @mbﬂ,"

Tolly was amazed.  Of courss nobody in
{be town Would come to atay all pight; and
Yjw Lois had %::g noletters for a few %yn;
besides, tucro 54 bren no extya cooking.

ALt conld it mean? __ But, being av ok
daztlittlo maid, she didas aho was bld.
making wasan cxact gcicmos with
Plly, who hiad been carefully trained in it
iss Lois; so the feather hed was rollea
ad thumped until it atood up a great flaffy
mnd, to bo laboriously and critically lev-
oled xith the broom handle, Polly’s arr Te-
kg far 200 short for thepa Thea the
Lireader-scented shaets were carefally laid
&, ¥ith due regard to wide hem and nar-
Tow hem, the homespan blanket, with its
5‘;«&’5 bona border, was apread without a
¥finkfe and tosked underthesmosthl
wiaded odges, X6 over All went tho big
e counterpane.  OR, it wakasidht to
sreyes good. Polly was standing
the end of & pillow betweon her teeth,
bor beed very far I:c‘k,trying to alipthe pil-
o, vhem there was a sound o
at the door. * Without letting g the
she managed to tqa one eye 1o the
ic carriege, and,

and she noticed  and within
that a8 o neared the luﬁl h?t:tulghtcned |
erl

e | always given, mingled withsu

Ono aftcrnoon, some eight years after her ! 2inx Lois, und, with the help of the driver,
«fs, sitting in “ a man was taken up and carried up the
her chambar, writing, heard the gate creak, ! walk. -

1o veNT g
But other t}yu than Polly'shad been busy,
: orty-eight hours everbody in
Sfmngvulo know that Miss Lois had recog-
nized an old friend in the pedlerd and had
taken him homoto nurse, ~ And I think it
is to the credit of human nature that, while
a fow aaid, ¢ Did you cver 1" and ¢ How it
looks!” tho mniority approved of the act
}Alnd only hoped bfiss Lois wonldn't get aick
erself,

But Miss Lols’s kindness was not to be
taxcd long. The man failed rapidly, and
another hemorrhage made the end certain.
Ha was delirions most of the time, and talk-
¢l muchof ‘Mary,” and ¢Willle,” and
names etrange o Miss Lois ; but as tho cnd
drew near he ceased muttering, and lay ap-
pu'entl‘y unconsciour.  That night as she
sat beside him, he loocked up suddenly, his
eycs bright and clear.

*“Why, Lois/" he said.

* Yes, David,” sho aunswered quietly,
lt)l(sng her hand on the oce fast growing
cold.

He made an effort to _apeak, his eye-lids
quivered, & breath—and a second time he
had glt:ne on a long journcy, leaving her be-
hind him.

When the town authorities came to maks
arrangements for the funeral, Miss lois
asked thet he might be buried in her own
lot, for in the first months of her homesick-
ness ahe had had the remains of her father
and mother brought from their bleak hill-
sido gravea to reat near her. So he was laid
beside his old townsman, and a few months
after a plain msrble alab was placad at his
head, bearing only the name “‘David Price,"”
with the date of death, and hisage, 52

m"

When MissLois wore tha gray dreas: y
Polly noticed that the lavender ribbons
werc gone, and about this time people said
to ench other that Mise Lois was beginuing
toshow herage. Not thatshe grew gray
and wrickled suddenly; but there wasa
change. It was not her heart that was
changed, for her fricnds found her moreand
more delight{ul, and her house was the
favorite stopping-place for youngand old.
She secmed to have a special tenderness for
young girls, and many confidences, blushing
or zwﬁxllr. were poured into the sympathetic
ear, and many were the lovers’ gquarrels
healed by her gentle counsels. She used to
say sometimes, in & wistfol way, “Iwant
them to have all the bappinees 1 have miss-
¢d.” But her aympathies were not confined
to te young; they overflowed onall who
needed them.  Disco men ard wo-
men alouched into her gatcas nightfall, and
came out with their faces lifted and fresh
hopo in their heaxts. Naughty boys, who
doserved and dreaded the rod, ked
meckly at her back door for help, which was
wholescme
reproof that aboy seldom came twice on the
saine extand.  Even hurt and homeless ant-
mals scemed to know by instinet where to
find an zsylum, and tcok the shortest route
to Miss Loi’s door, and not one was {furned

away unhel
So the fal years alipped away, until
one day her friends gathered to koep Ler

hticth birthday; and they said to esch
other how well Miss Lois waalootiog,

andthat they baped to keep herfor an. !

otherten yoars; and the house was cay
with fowers and little children, and Miss
Lois Jeamed on them until her face seemert
transtigured,
That night, az  Polly, now grown ataid
and clderly. srent up to her room, she stop:
to ace if her mntroas was ocomtortablo
or the night. She found her aitting in her
at arm-chair, her head vesting lightly
against tho cushions, and her oyes closed ay
though ia quict sleep.  Bat it was thelop
alcep.  Onehand rosted om a package o
vellow letters, and the thin forefingers of
the other had atopped at a verae in the open
Biblein her lap; and when they raised the
stiffening hand they read thu words, ** Even
Chirist ploased not himaclf.”
Old and {aithfal fricnds gathered up her
trosaurex, and wh?i‘ in look gw,}:’a Y
7% they cams to the package o w et
E’é&h and red the tisutggm:c:hey wddeply
rememherod tho namo ob the sjope inrhe
graveyard, and Jooked atcach other with

¢ | pitying oyes, half xuﬁng theatory ; but

the akry was end

Mon's gevive Deeds woman's encoarsge-
ment 6 it ot
[

THE SPHINX.

“Riddle me this and guess him {f you oan~
DPryden,

Address all communications for this de-
pariment to K, R, Chadbours, Lewiston,
Maine, U. 8.

NO. 45.—A GENIAL FRIEND.

{ have a hurd, unyielding face,

But that I glow with inward grace—

All those whote fect havosonght my aide,
In friendly circles should decide.
Sometimes my energics burn law,
Reluctantly my friends then go.

How well they in my prescnce faro,
Their hesitating stops declare.

I wake to life much kindling thonght,
And vhen my genial warmth is caught,
Go forth, my iriends, seek out the sad,
With like mild influence mako them glad.
For many like me you may find,

Who only, solely were designod

To radiate the warmth and cheer,

And mellow al} things cold snd drear.

8. E. A, L.

NO. 46.—A CHARADE.

A worthless fellow, I declaro,

‘Was first, who tried to caich & hare ;
He was not sooond, 30 the chuse

Was nothing but a useless race.

Then he grew sick and failed quite fast,
And, no great loss, he died at laat;
Hisailment was not whole, 'twas said—
And no one mourned when he wasdead,

NeLsoNiaxw,

NO. 47.—DIFFERENT VIEWS,
{Entered Jor Prize.)

A heterodox once gave utterance in pre-
sence of a thoroughly orthodox manjto the
following, ¢ God isno where.” The ortho-
dox to cate his principle answered him,
gung the same lettcrs thal had been used

y t

o former, and by so doing showed a
belief diametrically opposite. \What did be
ny? G. 8. W,

NO, 48.—AN ANAGRAM.
Tr{ to excel ; do not deplore
Vhat you may seem to nced ;
Should * a mutelion" try to roar
Perhaps ho would succeed.
- Tisrivalry that leads men on
To struggle till the prize is won.
NELSONIAN.

NO. 49..—-A DOUBLE ACROSTIC.

Two castlos grand their turrcts rear,
Each is a prison just as well ;

In ope my primals four appear,
My finals in theother dwell.

L

One castle’s gato required a cateh,
A 301t of fasteniny or latch,

Some lind of molding, I conjecture,
Adorned of each the architccture,

.

A zkillful mason one day went
The walls to plagier or cement.

v

For nibbling mice as well aa moth
Wore depredating on the cloti.

RRLFONTAN.
NO. §0.—A CONUNDRUM.
tEniered for DPrise.)

What is that which is as old az the
world, the same day and ni?ht, treats all
clamcs of society alike, and is wasted and
illtreated by some?

M. L. K.

NO. 5l.—A CATPTIVE'S ESCAYE.
Aarblo wall—curtaing of silk ;
Gplden ball—rivor of mitk;
12 this palace aloto doth dwell
X captivéd who daily bonsumes his el

\When tho oarth hath twenty-one
Sumersanlts turoed before the sun,

He with his trualy sbre of bove
Shall arve hiswa) throngk wall of ghone,

Then the palaco sphored and fair,
Shull seom o rim all broken and bare 3
Gono forever the curtains of ailk—
Golden istand-—river of milk ¢

I M, P,

CONTRIBUTORS' PRIZES,

1. A cash prize of five dollars will bo pre-
sented for the best original contribution to
this departnient before thu close of 1885,

2. A prize of two dollars will be awarded
for the beat variety of contributions furuish-
ed during tho same time, the winner of
prize. No. 1 to bo excluded from trial {z¢
this premium,

Favors should be forwarded early, ac-
companied with answers,

ANS\WERS.
33.—Swedenborgianism.,
34.—Ausicl

TyrasT

Haxx0

EciioN

Nanvil

AniaxA
335.—~Colorado,
36.—Noise,
37.—Revere her ever.
33.—Anagrams I detest,
39.—Time.

PRIZES, .

Tho following prizes have bheen awarded
for the best answers a ring before Feh-
roary. 1. Dr. Geo. W. McNamara, Taia,
Qat., “World's Cyclopedia. 2. Geo. L.
Gray, Ausable Forks, N. Y., Chamber’s
Dictionary., The parties can have theso
books at once by applying to Tnurs office,
or by mail by sending 15¢. for postage.

The Editor of this Depurtment writes:
¢ Correspondence for *The Sphinx’ now
arrives from cvery part of Canada and a
large number of the States, evincing much
interest.”

S0RIPTURAL ERIGMA.

Some little time ago we propounded
several scriptural enigmas, excrciscs, Xc.,
to our readers. As they met with much
appreciation, as was testified by the im-
mense number of answers we received, wo
shall continne them from time to time,

NO. L.

The nutals of thesubjoined give thescene
of the most terrible and majestic rovelation
of the Almighty to mankind.

1. The mother of the Hebrow race.

2, The <hild born when the glory had de-
parted from Jarael,

3. The minor prophet who penned these
beantiful words: *“Tho Lord is good, a
stronghold in the day of tiouble, and he
knoweth them that trust in him."”

4. Ono of tho sous of the Cyrenian yho
was compelled ta boar the cross of Christ,

5. The father of the 47ab race.

For g Scriptual clack tzke the word
“Call.”

A prizo consisting of Chambers’ Etymolo.
gical English Dictinary will be awarded tn

the person scndivg the correct solation of
:’he nigma and the best clock within ten
¢33 3

——ny ——
“Many Men, Many Minds."
“Men's minds are like tho picces‘on a
chemboard in their way of moving. (ne
miod creeps from the sqyare itison tp the
next, atraightforwand, like the pawns. An
other sticks closo to bis own line of thought,
and followr it an far as it goes, with 1o heed
fur others’ opinions, *s the biskod xw ops
tho boand in tho lina of his own color. And
another class of minds break throngh cvery-
thing that lics beforo them, rido over argu.
ment and opposition, and go to the end of
the board like the castle.  Bat there isatill
another sort of intellect which is very apt
to jumpover the thought that lies next, and
come down in tho unexpected way of the
knight. RBrt that same knight, as thechess
manuale wiltshow yeu, will contriye Yo gog
onto cresy rquire of the boatd in 3 Prete;
veries of moves that look like a pattern ¢
embroidery, and 20 those 1 ng tminds
«ill sooner or later got to ‘the aquaro
pext the onetheystarted from, {~Oljrer 17,

Holmes®
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