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God had not forgotten his promise to Abra-
ham, that he would make eof Isaac a great na-
tion, nor did he want the power to effect his
purpose. I'or the second time did Hagar
experience that the God of her master was
-exerywhere present, and that all events are
overruled by his providence. “ &od opened
her eyes and she saw a well of water.” v. 19.
Happy they whose eyes God has opened in
time of their extremity, to perceive that well
of living water, of which, if a man driuk, he
“shall never thirst!” John iv. .

Learn 1. God will certainly fulfil all his
promises to his people, however impossible
these promises may appear to mere carnal
reuson. Nwn. xxiit. 19.—Luke i. 72.

2. In prosperity, we should be mindful of
our faults, that we may not be high-minded
but fear.” Isa. li. 1.

3. We mustnot trustto legal righteousness,
external ordinauces, or rejigious privileges, for
justification before God. Rom. iii. 20.-Matt.
ii. 9.

4. Those who are placed in relationship to
the saints of the Lord, enjoy not only great
gpiritual, but also, great temporal advantages.
Gen. xxxix, S—lga, xxxvii. 35.

5. 'The providence of God extends to every
eveut. Matt. x. 29.
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THE HEALING OF A DEMONIAC.—
Mark i. 21.-28.—~Luke iv. 31-33.

I. Jesus having departed from Nazareth
came to Capernaum; and there he taught on
the Sabbath-days. v. 30-31. Persecuted and
driven from one city he came to another.—
‘What an example of fearless and unflinching
.continmance in duty does our Lord set us here!
They were astonished at his doctrine, for his
word was with power.” v. 32. At thisperiod
a spirit of lifeless formalism pervaded the
church. The people and the priest had alike
gone astray. 'I'he preaching of those who
professed to be ministers of God could give
no comfort to these who mourued in Zion.—~
A strict external observance of the law of
Moses, was inculeated by their ministers upon
the people.  The conduct of these religious
guides—as they professed to be—was far
from being consissent with their teaching.—
Matt. xxiii. 4—Luke xii. 46. The Pbari-
sees had no idea of the spirituality of the law,
They believed that if their words and actions
corresponded in any degree with the mora]
law, their duty to God was fulfilled. They
knew not, or overlooked the fact that God
takes coguizance of every thought of the

heart, and that therefore, man will be judged,-

not by hisexternal conduct, but by the motives
from which that conduct proceeds. In fact,
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they never thought seriously of the existen®
of an everywhere present and ever-workin
God, or of their relationship to him as intel”
gent creatures.  From pride and avavice, theJ
desired to havea reputation for sanctity amon
men. When beyond the sphere of Lumé®
inspection, their cloak of religion was thro¥2
aside. Matt. xxiii. 25.wvi. This was
condition of those, who sat in Moses’ chair 8%
the time of our Lord’s ministrations upo®

{earth. Could the preaching of such W0
: avail in awakeniug the spirituully dead? De?

themselves, could they be instrumental
giving life to others? How utterly inadequd
were their moral dissertations to give comf0
to those who mourned in Zion to the awaket”
ed sioper! By leading the burdened soul 10
Sinai, within hearing of its thunderings 28
lightoings, they could only add to the \s'olgh :
of his load. Need we wonder then thut the 1%
habitants of Capernaum, were “ astonished &
the doctrine” taught by our blessed Lord, 10
“ his word was with power.”” Of what cha
acter the teaching of Jesuswas here, we

at no loss to determine. We have ample
specimens of his preaching, embodied in th®
biographies given of him by the evangelist®
His sublime doctrives, were communicut’
in language clear, sinple, and dignified; aP
were explained by such similes and illustr®
tions, s attracted the attentjon, and scale
them on the memory. We may e sure thul
not only dignity and grace indescribable, but
also, the love, the sympathy for man which filt*
ed the heart, were also manifest in the mad;
ner of him, “ who spake as nevesjman spoke-
As to the subject of his spealing—whut W88
it but just that subject, which, though oid
isever fresh and sweet to his people—the
subject which is “music to the sinner’s eat’ =
life through a crucified and risen Saviour?~
Add to all this that his word was :wcomp:ml'-"l
by the operations of the omnipotent, spirit, a0
we can form some idea how it is said by
Evangelist to have been with power.

2. There was in the synagogue a man, Who
was possessed of the spirit of un unclean devil
Mark i, 23.~Luke iv. 33. Demoniacal pos®”
ession, mentioned repeatedly, in the Ne¥
Testament s¢riptures—acommon phenomeno?
inthe days of our Saviour and of his Apo¥
tles—has excited " no little speculation. The
ancient, heathens, Greeksand Romans, believ
that those who were mad, were possessed of
I'uries~a sort of imaginary demons.
bavereason to believe that demoniacal posse®
ion was distinct from madness, It, aud m@ f
ness, are separately specified in the list ©
diseases, the subjects of which are mentiou

by Matthew, as having been brought to 09
Saviour to heal; and had they only been dif-
ferent names for the same disease, this wo!



