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CONTINUATION OF SERMON ON “MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM.”

i ?llankind never did agree upon any re-
810us topic since the controversy between

.Cf‘in and Abel. The first man who ever

1ed, died for religion. But there is no

- eligious topic upon which men have dis-

%g'%d 80 extensively, as the subject of the
hurch; and, perhaps, there is no dis-
iﬂ“ment, or misunderstanding which
ha been more injurions to the peace and
d ™ony of Christians, than the misun-
Stetanding of this subject. Therefore,
Wethinks, ~that it is a very befitting sub-
¥ for me to say a word or two upon,
“hen T ap, preaching the Gospel to a con-
%;egation composed of Episcopalians, Pres-
P8 to some who have never been con-
“cted with any Church. While I do Dot
“Xpact to make you all think alike upon all
s of lesser moment, on which the wi-
%5t and best Christians have held a great
Yersity of opinion; yet, I hope that we
tyny BTee upon the grand, essential, vital
ﬁ:;.hs which involve man’s eternal salva-
4icThe Church is used by all religious bo-
2 “8 10 represeut that particular demoni-
8on o ‘which they belong. The Inde-
Pendent and Free Church-man talk of the
iLeurch asif they alone were the centre of
Ufallibilicy, Let me show you, in as few
th:d'-as perspecuity will allow, what. is
“J'}mary mesning in which the term i
In the Bible. JZirst—the name—
.Vl g,

hat‘erians, Methodists, Baptists, and per-’

Secondly—a few of its distinctive cha
racteristica. -
The word Church literally means & peo-
ple called out: thatis, a people called from
the service of Satan to the service of God;
or, it means the house of the Lord, God’s
spiritual temple built of lving stones.
Thus Paul characterizes believers, God's
building; o habitation of God through
the Spirit. Having an High Priest over
the House of God. By the Chureh is
uniformly meant in Seripture, the whole
body of believers, of which Christ is the
head. Our Lord himself fixes the mean-
ing of the word where he tells his disciples
to rejoicebecause their names were written
tn Heaven. By the Church, therefore, is
meant true believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ of every age, nation and kindred,
the whole body of Christ both in Heaven
and Earth.  In our Communion Service it
is denominated the ¢ blessel company of
all faithful people: members incorporate in
the mystical body of Christ;” the Church
of our text, the Church of the Bible, is
God the Father’s redeemed family, God the
Son’s Meek Bride, God the Holy Ghost’s
sanctified Temple. This is the flock of
Christ—the royal priesthood—chosen ge-
neration—peculiar people—light of the
world—the salt of the earth. :
Becondly ~—Characteristics of the
Church——1st. Mystery——yes, mysterious
is the ‘mnion of the divine and hu-
man niyres in Christ the Church’s head,
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