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of how they cut prices to catch customers
are the figures at which they sold Christmas
papers and The Boys’ and Girls' Own
Annuals., One of these establishments sold
The Figaro, which is priced at $1, for 35c..
and at several stores the annuals, which cost
the trade $1.60, were offered for $1.25 delis -
ered or post prepaid.

EARLY CANADIAN MEMORIALS

IN ENGLAND.

O journalist in Canada has done more
N to biing old Canadian records to light,
to 1inves‘igate obscure points in early
history, and to republish prints and sketches
of Canadian places and houses, than Mr.
John Ross Robertsen, of The Toronto Tele-
gram. When in England this autumn, Mr.
Robertson was not unmindful of a task which
with him seems to be a labor of love. He
visited the British Museum, and while lonk-
ing into some of the treasures in the King's
Library, found a number of highly interest-
ng pictutes relating 1o Canada. Among
them were no less than thirty-two small
sketches done on the bark of trees, oval,in
size about 4 x § inches, and executed by Mrs.
Suncoe, the wife of the first Governor of
Upper Canada. These she had presented to
the King and they went with His Majesty's
Library to the Museum. They include a
sketch ot Navy Hall, at Niagara, a view of
the Old Fort in Toronto, etc. Mr. Robertson
has had reproductions made of these. He
also found in the lbrary an old plan of
Niagara with a picture of the fleets on Lake
Ontario in 1760 and 1770, showing both the
English and French vessels and giving the
names. He secured a photograph from a
picture of Ogdensburgh in 1703, or Oswe-
gatchie (black water) as it was then.

Another visit made by Mr. Robertson,
tull of .nterest to the students of Canadian
history, was a jouraey to Wolford, near
Homniton, in Devonshire, the home of John
Graves Simcoe. The Manor House of
Wolford was built under the personal super-
vision of Governor Simcoe, and contains
many memorials of his Canadian life. It is
now occupied by Mrs. Simcoe, widow of
Governor Simcoe's grandson.  Mr. Robert-
soy called upon Mrs. Siincoe, who is a
charming woman, and whose neice, Miss
Macrone, an entertaining companion, lives
with her. The Canatian visitor was en-
abled to examine the original drawings of
Mrs. John Graves Simcoe, the wife of the
Governor. In the spacious entrance ha'l is
an oil painting of Chief Justice Oszoode, of
Lieut.-Col. Shunks, who took part in the
war of 1812 aud the only full leagth oil paint-
ing of Simcoe done when hie was youn3. He
is painted standing at the tomb of a friend,
along with two other friends. In the draw-
ing room there 15 a good miniature of S m-
coe from life, as well as a drawing of Mrs,
Simcoe. Mr. Robertson, in looking over
this valuable collection, came upon some

[y

pictuzes not previously known to be in ex-

istence. Thereis one of Colonel Talbo.'s
house, one of the earliest residznces in Up-

per Canada in the London district. A pce

ture of the King’s Head tavern at Burlington

Bay, where, 1t 1s said, the Queen’s Rangers’
Masonic lodge met on one occasion, is also

there. This lodge was at work in York be-
tween 1797 and 1800. Another picture is a
view of Cartwright’s mill near Napanee, and

there 1s a sketch of Kingston in 1790, one of
the first, the earliest being that of Lieut.
I’eachy, of the 6oth Regiment, in 17834,
showing Fort Frontenac. In Mrs Simcoe's
collection Mr. Robertson saw a view of the
old fort at Toronto and the two first bridges
over the Don. There are several views of
Burlington Bay, when it had no outlook into
the lake, save a small creek. ‘The entrance
hall at Wolford contains the original colors
of Simcoe’s Rangers, the corps which fought
in the revolutionary war. Near Wolford on
the Simcoe estate still standsthe farm house
where John Scaddiny, father of Dr. Scad-
ding, of Toronto, was born about 120 years
ago. There seem to be only two monuments
in England relating to early Canadian gov-
ernors, the one 1o Simcoe in Exeter Cathe-
dral, the other to Brock in St. Paul's. The
latter is hardly ever seen by Canadian visit-
ors, being placed high up, and escaping
notice in a casual inspdction. Mr. Robert

son has a photograph of this, as well as of
the pictures previously referred to. The
zeal and sagacity evinced in making these
resear hes are to be highly commended.

ISHMAELITE BOOKSELLERS.

The following communication speaks for
itself .—

Editor CANADL BooksyLLER AND STATIONRR :

It scems vory strango that booknellers ahould display leas
commonacnse in businesa than vther buslness men  Yet
such isthecase  Other mien unite together for mutual pro
toction by organialng stock exchanges, buanls of trade, ete,
while hooksellers inake themesclves a laughing stock 16 ihe
communlty by cutting pricen when there Is no occasion for it
1f this ts to continue, people will not be so ar to lay o book
as a00n as it apfearn fur the public mill conie w the con-
clusion that by walting » 1uonth or so they can get a §1.25
book for gl or ¢ The man that buys a ook assoonas it
appearns for #1.25 s naturally disappointed if his nelghtor,
who has more patichee, catchon the zamo book 250 lew by
walitinga month orao  There ix po ¢xcwse of rrason for thia
suicidal policy in the book truincss  Papilae boaks are
wsned 1y clieap editivns ahortly after the more expensive
aditiona aro teforo the pablic, and, Ixsidea, a ook can be
got second-hand at reduced  prices witliun a yoar after pabidi-
catton

Now [ would suggest that 3 society of booksellers e
torunl in the pincipal citles and towns of Canada for the
purpose of taking stem to protect the ook trade from un
prncipleal dry goods inen atd others who offer Looks at cumt
rice 8 u Lait to catch trade  The Ia skaellerx have 1o
meansuf retaliating, asthey cannot very well lagmin offening
ribbony, cut fowers, imitation feathers and Iadies underwear
ot their counters to hake up for the loas they ®ustain, toth
to theit rharacter and busjnes, by the efforts of unpeinciplet
men to mn them.

A clerk is discharged from a book store, and, secunng a
situation in a genorsl store, Iersusdes the proprictor that it
would jay to start a book dejmrtinent  The scheter thicka
ho will hurt his last cmploger by ofenng the bamikg at cont,
Buch aschene, like all others not basel on a sound financal
lad« ultimatels comes to grief, but 1n the mrntimeat hurta
the honest Lookaclier, who finds It harl eporsgh 2 keep
things right under favorable circumstances without any of
this Ishmachte tusinesy, NORXAN MURKAY

Moatreal, Janusry, 1896

RE VERTICAL COPY BOOKS.

Bditor CaNADA DOOKSELLER AND STATIONRR !

Sir, In your issue of November last, in
referring to the vertical copy books author.
ized 1 the province of Quebec, you state
that the Text-Book Committee did not re-
commend Gage's vertical writing for author-
izition because they thought itin any way
inferior to the series already authorized, but
because, in their opinion, the senes already
in use wers sufficient for the needsof the
province.  Here is their unanimous report
sent to the Protestant Committee, and pub-
lished in the November number of The Edu.
cational Record : “ That the committee have
carefully examined Gage's practical system
of vertical writing, but cannot recommend
its authorization because, in their opinioa, it
is decidedly inferior, in essential points, as a
series of copy books, to the upright series
already authorized.”

Further: In your December isiae you
make the statement that at the November
meeting of the Protestant Committee Gage's
vertical writing was finally authorized. On
the contrary, the Text Book Committee were
sustained, and Gage's vertical writing was
not authorized, nor will it be until it is
thoroughly revised and graded.

At the present time * Grafion's Vertical
Penmanship” and the Jacksoa system are the
only vertical copy books authorized for use
in this province.

By stating the facts as they are you will
obhige.—Yours very truly,

F. E. GRAFTON & SONs.

Montreal, Jan. 4.

IMPORTS OF BOOKS AND
STATIONERY. '

The trade returns for the fiscal year ond-
ing June 30, 15935, were issued last week,
and we subjoin some figures showing the
imports n books and manufactured papers,
comparing them with those of 18y4 .

ROOKS IMPIOKTED,

1y Byq.
Penodicals and amphlets... . coveinnnn. $453,338  $621,44%
Brtsh copynight reprints .. . (L XU L] 9%
Majsand charts o, . sivese o esaen. K01y 15,559
Printed mussic ....ovo.e s eenene 2,314 21,500
Bibles, prayer bools, et Lvne o weeee . 130,397 144,082
Beoks for collegzes, etee ooivvvnveiaenn 95,97 43,708
- 310 Sospbag
IMPOKRTS 0F PAPFK, STATIONKRY, LTC,
. "wos, 1%04.

Paper for peamiegphens e o ..o $13344 $11%
ageorade IO R X 2Y4 1,77
Cards for playing . auee 13,498 LS
Writing and teote pupe? e, R0 1y7,v%
Cardlaaatd . ... . . 1 g 20,24
Pajeer, tarred and vantarea! . . .. 183,371 14770
Eaveloes, pupetencs, blank books, e1e. 343y g0ty
P'rinting paper e v ssere a.a 47.800 [T 51
Rule! tened et 344 4o
Straw beard .., ... 172,235 (LS 1Y
Wrapping paper .. cen e (XA LX)
Other kinds ... Lier v vemereeieione 18,0017 [LENP} ]
$ixgve $49,0,4



