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al how they cut pr;ces to catch customers
are the figures at which they sold Christmas
papers and The Boys' and Girls' Own
Annuals. One of these establishments sold
The Figaro, which is priced at Sr, for 35c..
and at several stores the annuals, which cost
the trade Si,6o. were offered for $1.25 deli¶.-
ered or post prepaid.

EARLY CANADIAN MEMORIALS
11a ENGLAND.

N o journalist in Canada has donc more
to bring old Canadian records to light,
to inves*igate obscure points in early

history, and to republish prints and sketches
of Canadian places and houses, than Mr.
John Ross Roberts'n, of The Toronto Tele.
gram. When in England this autumn, NIr.
Robertson was nat unmindful of a task which
with him seems ta be a labor of love. He
visited the British Museun, and while lonk-
ing into some of the treasures in the King's
Library, found a number of highly intersst-
ing pictutes relating ta Canada. Among
them were no less than thirty-two small
sketches done on the bark of trees, aval, in
size about 4 x 5 inches, and executed by ilrs.
Sirncoe, the wife of the first Governor of
Upper Canada. These she had presented to
the King and they went with His Majesty's
Library to the Museum. They include a
sketch of Navy Hall, at Niagara, a view of
the Old Fort in Toronto, etc. MIr. Robertson
has had reproductions made of these. He
also found in the hbrary an old plan of
Niagara with a picture of the fleets on Lake
Ontario in 176o and 1770, showing both the
English and French vessels and givng the
names. He secured a photograph from a
picture of Ogdensburgh in 1705, or Oswe-
gatchie (black water) as it was then.

Another visit made by Mr. Robertson,
full of .nterest to the students of Canadian
history, was a journey ta Wolford, near
Honiton, in Devonshire, the home of John
Graves Simcoe. The Manor House of
Wolford was budît under the personal super-
vision of Governor Simcoe, and contains
many memorials of bas Canadian life. lt is
now occupied by Mirs. Simcoe, widow of
Governor Simcoe's grandson. Mr. Robert-
soi called upon Mrs. Sincoe, who is a
charming woman, and whose neice, Miss
Macrone, an entertaining companion, lives
with her. The Canadian visitor was ei-
abled to examine the original drawings of
Mrs. John Graves Sincoe, the wife of the
Governor. In the spacious entrance ha'l is
an oil painting of Cnief Justice Osgoode, of
Lieut.-Col. Shanks, who took part an the
war of 1812 and the only full length oil paint-
ing of Simcoe dont when lie was younà. He
is painted standing at the tomb of a friend,
along with two other friends. li the draw-
ng rocm there as a good miniature of S an-

coe from life, as well as a drawing of Mrs.
Simcoe. Mr. Robertson, in looking over
this valuable collection, came upon some

pictures not previously known to be in ex.
istence. There is one of Colonel Talbo.'s
house, one of the earlicest residences in Up.
per Canada an the London district. A pic.
turc of the King's Head tavern at Burlington
Bay, where, it as said, the Queen's Rangers'
àfasonic lodge met on one occasion, is also
there. This lodge was at work an York be-
tween 1797 and iSoo. Another pictitre is a
vicw of Cartwright's mill near Napanee, and
there ts a sketch of Kingston in 1796, one of
the first, the earliest being that of Lieut.
l'eachy, of the Goth Regiment, in 17334,
showing Fort Frontenac. In Mrs Simcoe's
collection Mr. Robertson saw a view of the
old fort at Toronto and the two first bridges
over the Don. There are several views of
Burlington Bay, wlen it had no outlook into
the lake, save a small creek. The entrance
hall at Wolford contains the original colors
of Simcoe's Rangers, the corps which fought
in the revolutionary war. Near Wolford on
the Simcoe estate still stands the farm house
where John Scaddng, father of Dr. Scad-
ding, of Toronto, was born about i2o years
ago. There seen to be only two monuments
in England relating to early Canadian gov-
ernors, the one to Simcoe in Exeter Cathe-
dral, the other to Brock in St. Paul's. The
latter is hardly ever seen by Canadian visit-
ors, being placed high up, and escaping
notice in a casual inspection. Mr. Robert
son has a plotograph of this, as well as of
the pictures previously referred to. The
zeal and sagacity evinced in making these
resear,.hes art to be highly commended.

ISHMAELITE BOOKSELLERS.
The following communication speaks for

itself.-
IFuIor CANatr BcLIIK .t.i.UAt STTisx:

it seerma very stratge that bookselers ahoittlsiîpay ieai
commlon-sns ti niuinesi than other bnuines nin Yet
much is the case Ither n'-In lanite together for iuîtual aero
tection l.y orsnwing atock ezriangs. twenits if triade. ee
while iookselera snmke themseesa nullalu ins:k an the.
corsnunity hy csitdin tricea whes there La no o(vaaion for it
if thas La to coitinne. people will nlot bis ai a to iy a I-1,
a% maon asit apniaearL fur tie iuilir wili vniae a. th.on-

elu4ion at boy waitig a monts or mi they sai get a $1.,
iiook for $1 or 9- Th1C Inan tha l uys a Iaok a miei as it
a.a.cars for $I.Z js natirally iapIointeI if his neightlar.
wlo ha. msore buties. catchr* the saime briui e i a. Iy
raiting a Isistih or do There la so mise or res.n for thi.

anicidat potcy In the book l'ruaieaa. Potattr IsaT ae
asue

1 
in chait eitions a.bourt aller the snore esiasie

edtior arc lefore the blic, a . e.u ea, a ia>l« ati, ei

got au'srld-hattl at rdluocdpries withsin a yrar after puli.
catit

Now, i wukir auzget that sasotcty of i,ekselera lin:

fornaic.i in the. principal cities andt tOwnsi of Canada for lbhe

asaaoeof taking st.a: a', arotetI the tookl Lradie frcoimun
aîinneei dIry goodsi lnen and. othersa who otte.r books at<îat
tarice as a baiL to catch îradie The la -,ksellern have 'o.
meanif re.taling as<hi ernn.Lt very weill1'..grîtsflermîg
rlibons.nrut tio>ers, 'nîltatlion feathera miilai.s undieraear
ots their counitera to make uap for the lons they. a'rastan. ltit
to theircaracter andt iisnea'. by the efforta ofr uiii.risedrl.e.t
huerA t rui,. them.

A clerk la dischiargedl from a book atoe,.. and, ae'îunng a
sairs ini a genieral store. liersuadecs the piropariit.r that ut
woutrin toe arart a iook dest ant.te f aiscir thieka
he ari hart haisat laLtoyer biy <:fertng thie imia rat un.
tuch a smcne. taik ali others not based on a auwlnsa
maaims. utmel omte to' grief, lnit ia t he oienaitimeiL atia

te honest ,oolteier. ii, hoits it t ar.l emio'îa t « keeip
ing tright undier favoralce li tanweithout arny if

this Iahinlaste iatie. i Nen.xixx Mt Is-xAY
Montreal, Jarnuary, t996.

RE VERTICAL COPY BOOKS.
Editor CAmAnA ilooKs!Ls.xm Ann STAtiiNKt:

SIR, In your issue of Novenber last, in
referrinug to the vertical copy books author.
iied n the province of Quebec, you state
that the Te<t-look Coaimittee did not re.
commend Gage's vertical writing for author-
izition because thcy thought it in any way
inferior ta the series alreidy authorized, but
because, in their opinion, the series already
in ise were suflicient for the ieedi of the
province. Here is their unanincus report
sent to the Protestant Comnittee, and pub.
lished in the November numb!r of The Edu.
cational Record : " That the committee have
carefully examined Gage's practical system
of vertical writing, but cannot recomnend
ils authorization because, in their opinio, it
is decidedly inferior, in essential points, as a
series of copy books, to the upright series
already authorized.'

Further : In your Deceniber is..te you
make the statenent that at the November
meeting of the Protestant Committee Gage's
vertical writing was finally authorized. On
the contrary, the Text Book Committee were
sustained, and Gage's vertical writing was
not authorized, nor will it be tuntil it is
thoroughly revised and graded.

At the present time ' Grafton's Vertical
lenmanshtp" and the Jackson system are the
only vertical copy books authorized for use
in this province.

By stating the fâcts as they are you will
oblge.-Yours very truly,

F. E. GRAProN & SONS.
Montreal, Jan. 4.

IMPORTS OF BOOKS AND
STATIONERY.

The trade returns for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1895, were issued last veek,
and we subjoin some figures showing the
imports an books and manufactured papers,
comparing them with those of 89s4
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