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classes, whom, finally, wve are compcllcd to support
in prisons and penitentiaries or have thc expense nf
hanging themi after serious crimeis bave been coin-
mnittcd.

Labor is part of our religion, andi is at ioral
%vork. Evcry healthy miemiber of communii-it>'
shoulci be conipelled to bc ethical iii this respect.
Tiie working habit is the -principal standard of a
nation's capacit), to produce comifort and %vealth.
Industry mecans a sense of righit and Nvrong as veil
as a. ieans of l)rosperity. 'The tbrce miost import-
ant lawvs whiclh should be operahive in every eii-
lightened nation are, ist, right principles ; 2nld,
indu-ýtry ; 3rd, useful skill -'.s opposed to ignorance.
XVithomt these fouindations wve ay pass lawvs 'vith-
out nuniber, but %ve %viil fail to eraclicate thriftless-
ness or reclaini the ignorant and vicious classes.
Secular or sacred socialismi, co-operative societies,
ancd ail the wisdomi of commissions and reports,
advocating the nicans to imiprove thie condition of
the so-called lower classes by the m-eans of ;ni-
provod dwellings, highcr wvages, and less conipeti-
tion %vilI be in vain (good as those agencies are in
theniseives>, wvithiolt good mi-orals, honest indus-
try, and miore or lcss comipetitive skill in somne
formis of labor howvever lowvly. WVe naturally fear
to have in the ascendcncy the dangerous cie-
nients wvbich tend to disintegrate society, wvhicb.
means defiance of law and order, and destruction
of those social and moral forces which are founded
on natural affection or on th,_ humnaniziiug influ-
ence of domnestic life. We sec its deio ralizing
effeots also whcn-for exaniple-divorce lias be-
corne a normal condition of society, anGL the intcg-
rity of the family is fast bccorning a fiction. As a
resuit there is no fixity of purpose or principle in a
family thus temporarily united. Morals (includingyZ
parental control over childrcn) are reduccd td« mat-
ters of expediency -Divorce, in a niajority of
cases, scatters the of1spring, hence vagabondage,
vice, and crime, aniong those îvho have no faiiily
tics or virtuons associations.

In lawv marrriage is lield to be only a civil con-
tract, hence the niost grievous wvrongs of the one
contracting party against the other is flot hield to be
a crim-re as it should be. Petty larccny, ass-ault, or
any crimies against property or persoti, arc summinar-
ily and severcly deait witb ; but the violation of the
most sacred ties and the wickedly tramipling- on
the righIts involved in a solcm-n contract have no
redress but in a-dissolution of the bond.

It should be a law of our land that the party
whose acts have %vantunly destroycd the miarriagle
relation, should be treated as a cririnial. iMorals
mlust sit loose on aiyl) eoPlc wVho allow~ on the
statute book sucb causes as " incoinpatibility of.
tenipcr > a4 a ground of divorce. ''le cvii resmlts
%iil lie scen in the condition of the rising gceneraý-
tion.

Another important lever to raise the niasses froin
vice and crime, is by imiprintinig on thc inids of
parents the neccssity of looking after suitable mates
for thecir cbildren. " 1'horoughibred " should not
siiiply apply to stock-raising. A noble racc inst
have a noble ancestry. Courage, metule, con-
stancy, Lru-thfuilncss, and wcaring lover can be bc-
queatbicd to our cbildren just as surely as %vc give
tbem- a heritage of a sotind or an unsounci consti-
ttî tion. Exceptions tbere arc, but this is the law
of natumte. WeT ally strengthi to w'eakness and the
resuit is weakness. We miarry disease to robust-
ness and thc comiing race lias a tendency to dis-
case. \Ve link physicai beaucy to ugliness and
we miay exl)ect fewv lnes of loveliness in thc off-
spring. Wc sec parents withi low intellects and we
are flot surprised if a Bacon or a Solon is flot
found amrong tbeir descendants. Wc sec a pro-
,geny springingfroni a low parentage of beastiality,

of bse as'ions; no mnoralb, %vith. surroundings
more filf.hy and vile than those of the brute crea-
tion, and wc do not wondcr at such beingý turning
into vicious citizens or dangerous criminals. Tbcir
vcry organization is saturatcd with animialismn.
Like brutes thcy live and like brutes tilhy die, We
sec this nattîral tendency to vice in that gigantic
ulccr of socicty, called " the social evil." It is the
curse of alI our cities and towns. It is an acknow-
ledgcd fact, that whcn you elim-inate ail the cases
of sncb as have taken this miode of life because of
seduction, desertion, and vile fati-ily examwple,
there stili reinains a inajority ;%'ho bave succumb.ed
to passion an-d lust because of viciot ' s instincts, in-
tensified by an undue love of dress, and desire
to lead an idle life. Sucli are naturally bad, and
for such tliere is littie or no bope under tbe best
training and examiple. Their iimmiorality is in-
gDrained in their very natures. It is a rotten thretd.
running througà the very %varp and woof of their
being. This is a terrible vicce whichi cannot be
shaken off, and clings to society with d.leatb-like
tenacity. It is a wvhitcd sepulchre fuil of rotten-
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