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3fr. Presideiît, Ladies and Geiilleiiiii.-ln cunplying wvith the
request, of youi' cornrnittee to prepare an addre 'ss -%vlich rnight
prove of interest to your Associatioil, 1. have chosexi a subject
wilicb ouglît to eall forth a fuil1 discussion in a circle of such liter-
ary culture as I arn aware is especially to be found ini this church
association.

\Vo of -bhis present age o~ SsIîîai as each bas that
preceded it, a good conccit of oîirst'lves, ini supposing that wc
have evolved a special capacity for looking intE) the heart of
things, and for settling ofthand ail sorts of questions ini a mnanner
which those going before uis neyer possessed. Certain it is, how-
ever, that the reîniarkable dev'ek>pinents of science during the past
century have given us advantages iii arriving( aù just conclusions
on nlany subjects, such as -%vere neyer aflûrded to previous gener-
ations. But xve have only to turn to the works of philosophers
of the na-itions of ýantiquity ta realize iliat rnany probleins of life
werc studied wvitli anL1 cuthusiasîn and ciearness of vision w'hich
in sone resi-ects distances the attainmnits of tlhe greatest, philo-
sophers of modern times; w-hether such ancient sages w\ere of
Ba1bylonia, gyt. China, Palestine or Grece. Ainong-St -.11,
tlie t.houghts of their teachers dNvelt. upon the nmvsterv of being,
,while il in vbin soughit ont flhc EnunoaI" l a verv
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