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used with sponging and friction in toxemic cases which were
certainly too feeble to bear cold. By the use of hot or tepid
water with friction, circulatory equilibrium ean be re-estab-
lished, toxemia diminished, and even the temperature reduced
to normal.

The next point I wish to consider is the question of the
administration of aleohol to typhoid fever patients. Before I
fed vhese cases so well I used very much more alcohol than I
use at present, and I was firmly convineced of the fact that it
did these patients good. I still use it quite largely, but, with
good feeding, I can get along with much less than formerly,
probably because the patient burns up food products in the
body instead of burning uy aleohol.

Closely connected with this question of the administration of
aleohol is that which deals with the manner in which it can do
good in typhoid fever. Ithas been shown so conclusively by a
host of scientific investigators that alecohol is not a true stimu-
lant in the sense in which we employ that term in connection
with drugs which increase the functional activity of various
organs, that we cannot ignore the fact that in the past our,
views concerning its mode of action were erroneous. On the
other hand, the experience of a vast number of practitioners
has been almost without exception in favor of the proper
employment of this drug in typhoid fever, and surgeons innu-
merable are preparcd to assert that irom, aleohol and quinine
are the best means of combating various forms of bacteremia,
admitting, it may, be, that they know not how they do good,
but asserting vehemently that they are invaluable.

At the present time it would seem likely that we are standing
on the threshold of therapeutic discoveries which make all
previous ones seem insignificant. Ebrlich’s theories in regard
to antitoxie bodies, receptors and haptophores have thrown a
flood of light upon many physiological and pathological pro-
cesses, and I believe are destined to show that many of our
therapeutic measures which we have thought rested upon a
scientific basis have been purely empirical, in the sense that
we have been entirely ignorant of the manner in which their
effects have been produced. In other words, as an illustration
of this, in the past we have called aleohol a stimulant, thinking
only of the circulation, the kidneys and respiration. It is quite
possible that it does not act as a stimulant upon these functions,
but upon other functions which are of equal importance in the
human body, and are connected with immunity and the ability
of our bodies to resist infection. It would seem probable thss
certain drugs, such as those I have named, for example, may
exert an influence upon the body by means of which the
processes of artificial immunity are greatly increased.—Z/era-

peutic Gazette.



