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medico-legal matters is the means in France of securing in-
violable secrecy of practicing physicians.

Deaths from natural causes are as a rule harder to interpret
than those from violence, and of all natural deaths those which
occur suddenly are usually the most difficult to explain.
Often even a post-mortem does not fully clear up the matter,
since the detection of struetural lesions, except when these
from their nature are obviously incompatible with the conlin-
uance of life, does not fully explain why the vital function was
arrested at « given moment.

Vibert, (Précis de Medécine Légale) has made an e\cel-
lent classification of sudden deaths into the tollowing four
groups:— ‘

I. The iesions are such that there can be no doubt that
death was due to a natural cause, as, for instance, in cerebral
heemorrhage, rupture of aortic aneurysms, etc. In these the
true cause of death is demonstrated.

II. The lesion found is such as is capable of producing
sudden death but does not exclude the possibility to some
other cause having intervened. Thus, although there is
organic disease of the heart or kidneys it may be possible that
death is really duc to some other cause. These lesions may
therefore be said to suggest rather than to demonstrate the
cause of death.

L. The lesions found suffice to indicate a fatal dxstuzbance
of vital function but are of a general nature and common to
several diverse causes. Thus fatal congestion of the lungs,
or of the brain, is compatible with saffocation, alecoholism, nar-
cotic poisoning and many other conditions. Here medical
inquiry into the circumstances of the death with reference to
the possible causes may make the proof fairly complete.

IV. XNeither in the anatomieal nor chemical examination
of the body, nor in the circumstances of the death is there any
e\planatlon of the death. These unexplained cases of death
are bowever rave.

TUnexpected deaths occur most commonly among (1) drunk-
ards, (2) old persons and (3) young children.

It must be remembered that because the body is found the
death has not necessarily being sudden.



