
OWEN-THE ADDRESS IN SURGERY.

viceable. The skin lias remained unbroken and the man (for lie is a
man now) lias completely triumphed over his disease.

In connection with this little batch of reports I would like to make a
few diseonnected statements, chiefly from a clinical point of view:

1. Chronic inflammation of a joint in a child or young person is always
tuberculous,-except in those very rare cpases in which it is due to heredi-
tary syphilis or osteo-arthritis.

2. Tuberculous inflammation may conpletely destroy a joint, and then
leave it solidly and soundly synostosed, without the surrounding tissues
or the skin having been implicated, as in caries sicca.

3. If tuberculous granulation-tissue breaks down into a fluid, that
fluid is not pus, and th e collection is not, properly speaking, an abscess-
unless, by bad fortune or by worse surgery, it has become infected by
§eptic micro-organisms.

4. The fluid collection is not to be treated as an abscess-by incision
and drainage, that is-but is to be opened and emptied, and scraped
and cleansed of its unhealthy lining of granulation-tisue. Then the.
wound in the skin is to be completely closed by sutures; firm pressure
is to be evenly applied, and the part is to be kept absolutely at rest-by
a splint if practicable. It is -no news to nost of you to be told that the
success attending this lino of treatment leaves. as a rule, little t.o be
desired, or that for this important advance in practical surgery we are
chiefly indebted to the patient researches 'of our friends with the smock
fro-Cks and the guinea-pigs.

5. I have failed to discover that iodoforn is of any peçuliar value in
the treatnent of tuberculous lesions. At any rate I have long since -dis-
carded it, and I bave not noticed any falling off in the results of my
practice in consequence. Iodoform is an irritant and à poison; it is apt
tc be septic, as gerns can grow upon it, but I have no knowledge of the
truth of the statenent that mushrooms have actually been cultivated
on it.

Some time since a lady w as sent to nie for my opinion about a tuber-
culous ulcer of the antis which a practitioner had long been treating with
iodoform. Sie earnestly begged me to consider if I could not recoin-
mend some other local application, as she said that the smell of the
yellow powder rendered lier "socially objectionable." This was for lier
a very serious matter, as she kept a fashionable boarding house, and
whist nany nienbers of lier household seemed to notice the peculiar
odor, some few of ier young men "paying-guests" actually, appeared
to recog-nii". the-,drug;'ifsélf

I confessthadt.I havea sort '6f feeliÈig.of sorrow for a sur'geon who
iliinks that he cannot--successfully carry on his practice witliout i'odo-


