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CORRESPONDENCE.

Zou, Letter from Philadelphis, Pa.

Editoy of the Miscellany :
PHILADELPHIA, April 23d, 1877.
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ma e IS impossible. Well, the contestants met,
of rshfl“lng their forces to the fray, and fourteen
'I‘ile OPeful aspirants were placed /ors de combat,
hy, o 'S¢ came out of the ordeal victorious. The
y s S of the lucky ones in the race are as follows : Louis
follgy "9€T, C. M. Wilson, and W. E. Sexton. The
i " officers of the Union were elected at the same
firgy Orthe ensuing year :

tv; -President, James J. Dailey;
Pr“id:c'p"%idem, John N. Hallowell; second vice-
e o Chag, p. Lamb; rec. sec., James Welsh ; fin.

keq;e:v"‘- Floyd; treasurer, Charles Gelwicks : door-
Valy,” W, Hodgson ; trustees, Jas. Beatty, Kugene
,Th:’ and L. M. Meyer.

‘Ic,,s e""l)k)ying printers having sent a series of resolu-
su,i' 3dopteg by that body at a meeting held on the
h“ion s 0 the President of Philadelphia Typographical
Sy
.«Dos, N is necessary,” a special meeting of the Union
""‘lin led by that officer, which took place on Saturday
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Saying “that a reduction in the price of book *

for consideration, and, after considerable discussion, the
request was laid on the table. What the upshot will be
on account of the injudicious action of the Union, time
alone will bring to light. A further reduction in the
price of composition will undoubtedly bring the printers
down on a level with the laboring man, in a financial
point of view. The present price of composition on
book work 1s 38¢c. and 4oc. ; the wished-for reduction is
32c. and 3oc.; the latter is lower than the anti-war scale.

It is with deep regret that I announce the fact that the
Co-operative Printing Company, located in the Evening
Star building, No. 33 South Seventh street, has recently
gone out of existence as a company. This is the last of
three that were once in existence in the United States.
One was started in Chicago some years ago, but had a
very brief life. Another was started in New York, some
twelve years or more, under the most favorable auspices,
and was, at one period of its life, destined to become one
of the largest printing establishments in that city, hav-
ing in its employ, at one time, some forty or fifty hands.
Unfortunately, dissensions and bickerings broke out
among stockholders--some twenty-five in number, all
working printers—and gradually, but surely, it fell to
decay. It was finally, after swamping the stockholders
who remained in it, sold under the sheriff’s hammer, if
my memory serves me right. The one in this city, which
was started over eight years ago, with a capital of fifteen
thousand dollars, and stockholders to the number of fifty,
all practical printers, was the last of the three to suc-
cumb, and sad is it to say, that the present stockholders
will probably lose all the money they put in it —three
hundred dollars each. This is discouraging, and it is
not at all likely that another experiment of the kind will
ever be undertaken by a body of journeymen printers.
There is not the slightest doubt that if the company had
been properly managed, from all I can learn, it would
have been a perfect success, and made money for its
members. Incompetency and mismanagement has been
its bane from its inception to its exit, so says one of the
unfortunates. -Some of the stockholders will deeply feel
their loss, for it was money saved from their hard earn-
,ings that was put in it, with the hope and trust that a
business could be built up that would, in a ‘measure,
compensate them for the sacrifices theyhad made, Alas,
for human expectations. Their bright hopes have all
faded, and no doubt they have the sympathy of all good
printers in the city. Why men should take responsible
positions they are wholly incompetent to fill, and ruin
themselves and others, is something strange ; yet so it is.
Doubtless if the stockholders of this company had secured
a good business man outside of the orga.niz:'ntion, a differ-
ent tale might have been told to-day. Put the recently
looked for calamity has come, and destruction to their
hopes and capital have engulfed them in one common
ruin. .

On Monday forenoon, April 16th, Nat. McKay, naval
contractor, who last year brought no less than seventeen
libel suits against the editors and proprietors of the Daily
Zimes, this city, attempted to horsewhip the editor, Col.
A. K. McClure, on Chestnut, between Sixth and Seventh
streets.  As soon as the Colonel was attacked, being un-
armed, he seized his assailant by the throat, held him
with a firm grip, and doubtless would have then and there
castigated him right soundly, had he not been attacked
from behind by two dastardly confederates of McKay’s,
when he was compelled to lose his hold. The affair
caused quite a commotion in that fashionable thorough-




