FOR THE PROVINCE

AUGUST, 1872,

0f NOVA SCOTIA.

FPGE fellowing paper was written for the Leachers' Association{

recently held in this city. 1, however, did not decm it expe-
dient to read it at the tune appointed, With the exception of somo
passages omitted, that it iight not gecupy too much space, it is
now presented to those for whom it was designed :

These annual cetings of ours have always, I trust, proved
mteresting and instructive to thoso who have taken part in them.
I kuow not what may be the popuiar idea of their character and
usefulness, yot I cannot but think that the reflecting friend of
cducation must lovk upon them with great iuterest. Lo the
mind of such a one, our mecting must be nssociated with
momentous consideratious, and very properly so, if, as it is sup-
pused, we come togother with our minds attuned to the work we
profess to have in hand.

Our ostensible and avowed object in assembling here Is, by
associated and combined cffurt, Lo advance the work of popular
cducation. For what more hapurtant work could we be called
together?  Whewn one reflects on what pupular educatiun means,
there is really attached to these mectings—being, as they puryort
to be, voluntary assemblages of men aud women—the advance-
ment of one of the highest aud holiest ubjects that an intelli-
gent being can have in view.

Education in its popular significatice, which I need not stop to
define, has becue a somcthing of incalculable importance. In-
deed it was so always, but of late its impurtance has, in the Jaad
wo hve in, as in many others, come tv be in a greater measuro
felt and appreciated. I have qualified the expression by saying
in a greater measure, because I believe that, even in the wost en-
hghtened communities, the advantages, the necessitics, the bless-
ings of education, arcuot ¢ven yet duly appreciated, except by
the more deeply thinking few.

Its practical advantages are indeed now pretty generally admit-
ted. Pcople have come to sce and feel that in every walk of life
the man of education possesses great and numerous advantages
over himn that isignorant and unculiivated. It is no longer safe
for an uncultivated man to enter the pulpit as an eapounder of
diviue truths ; however earncst in his calling the defects of his
education will certainly avert and chain the attention of his
hearers in & way aud to an extent which shall not fasil to seri-
ously impair his influence. So it is in all others of what is
called the lcarncd professions—although it is to be hoped that at
no very remote day all will be alike learned.

The man who enters the professivn of Law or Mcdiciue with
only such a smattering of cducation as just larely enables him
to attain that position, has great diflicultics and dangers to cn-
counter when brought into competitivn with men who have had
a sound education , and this di- advantage too nuder which such
men labor, is increasing every  :ar.  The uncdueated farmer, or
mechanic, or merchant, now fiuds difficultics in carrying out his
occupation, which were not cxperienced, or certainly not recog-
nized, by former gencrations.  This is a result of the great pro-
gress of civilization. Lducativn, considered with regard to its
practical uses, 15 thus ever creating a pecessity for its own fur-
ther extension.

Tuking a broader view of the subject, we find that cducation
docs the work of legislation. Look at the work which engages
our parliaments, and other legislative bodies by whatever name
they are designated. 1i we examine into it in detail, we shall
find that for the most part, it amvunts 1o one continucd hattle
against ignorance. Nothingis to be found worse than associated
ignorance in any land, it is a vast and terrible powe , and the
more cnlightencd any nation or country becomes, the more fully
and plainly it reelizes this fact. -

To contend against ignorance, to baflle it, to destroy it if pos-

'

sible, lias taxed the energics, and has been the prineipal aim and
occupation of the wisest statesmen which the world has pro-
duced. Ignornuce may almost be said to be the path to erime.
It is indeed contended somectimes, and with some reason, that
there is no necessary connection between the two. It is said:
the better educated the man, the greater the criminal. It must
bo admitted that in the case of & man of an essentially evil
nature, vducation en~bles him the moro skillfully Ind successfully
to carry out his evit devices, and may consequently be said to
make him the greater criminal.  Such cases as these, let us hope,
are oxceptional. We kuow that much of crime js directly caused
by ignorance, and we know that ignorance is the most fertile of
all the causes of those political convulsions and acts of natioual
wrong, which have brought so much distress into the world. We
know that in those countries where the greater attention has been
given to popular education, we find the least crime. So casily
demoustrable is this result, that we can with perfect confidence
draw the inference that it pay- to educate; it pays, becauso it
lessens the expense of maintainiog public order and good govern-
ment. In short, on looking abroad to-day anywhere or everywhere
what do we sce as the great elevating cause to nations”  Popular
Education. And what the cause of their degradation? ‘The
neglect of that education.

Our system of education in Nova Scotia, upon which I propose
making a few remarks, is one which affords us many grounds for
congratulation, whilc it still shows room for improvement. Our
system ciobraces colleges, academies, and common schools, and
here in the city of Ilalifux we can boast of one school of scicuce.
Religivus instruction will not be dwelt upon ia the course of wy
remarks, for the simple 1eason that it does not belong to our
provincial system of education, not that I undervalue religious
instruction, on the contrary,we must rogard it as fandamental in
any complete system. It must be fundamentul, because it has to
do with man's spiritual interest, and this transcends all others.
Qur common schools do net provide this religious instruction,
aml this fact should stimulate all religious bodies to cforts in that
dircction.  Such instruction is of course largely supplied in our
churches and Sunday schools, and were it not for this, the school
system of Nova Scotia as a whole, wonld be deficient in an cle-
ment of value, for which no possible substitute can be pro-
vided.

At the top of our educational system we have six collegiate
iostitations, imparting instruction in the higher branches usually
taught in collcges clsewhere. The denominational character of
most of these institutions hasled to a controversy over which the
public mind is, in no slight degree, cxcited. There are those who
believe that the cxisting colleges should be upheld, indepenident
of cach other, and as their denominational founders intended
them to Le. Othicrs maintain that, while so many colleges are
thus kept up, nono of them can be eflicient, and that tue cHorts
and means now scattered over six, should be concentrated upon
oue Provincial University. Whatever may be the final result of
the controversy, it is very desirable that the public mind should
be at rest about it.  Untilit is, tho collegiate institutions which
wo have, must suffer. For, many persons who do not believe in
their efiiciency, scud their sons out of the province to be educated
at institutions of unquestionable standing. That must be a re-
grettable stato of affairs that causes such steps to beeven sup-
posed nccessary. A number of our common school pupils are,
through thesc colleges, cunbled to obtain a higher class cdu-
cation. Induccments should ho created and urged fo inecrease
this number, for all professional cducation af 7-ast, should have as
an underlying ground work, a sound collegiate course.

As to our academies, if thoy arc worth having at all, they are



