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Bighteenth Conference of the Teachers’ Assoociation
in connection with the Jacques Cartier
Normal School.

At this meeting, held on the 29th Angust Jast, the Hon. P. J. O.
Chauvenn, Superintendenm ‘of Bducation, Messrs. Gromdm and
Valulbe, Schoo! fuspectois, Mr Desplunes, President, and twenty
members of the Association were present.

‘The minutes of the last meetng having been read and adopted,
the election of officers for the ensuing year was proceeded with, and
resulted as follows :—3lr. Frangois X. Desplaines, President 5 M.
Frangois X. Hétu, Vice-Presivient ; Mr. G. T, Dostaler, Seeretary ;
Mr. M. D. Boudrias, Treasurer; and Messts. ‘T Amyreanit, J.
Duquette, J. C. Guilbault, P. L. St. Hilaire, A. Lamy, D." Lefebvre,
U. I Martneau, P. V. Maucotel and J. Ringnette, Commuiee of
Management. .

Mr. Maucotel gave the only lecture delivered at this meeting,
—subject 1 « The progress snceessively made by France m the
sciences from the conquest of Gaul by the Romans, and the
influence of the clergy on French civilization.”

Mr. Chauvean then addressed the “teachers, snggesting mnong
other things, the propriety of subsenbing 1o the Journal of £2duca-
tion, not only becavse that perodical contained much new and
vatuable mutter not to be found in the Journat de Pinstruction
Publique, but because 1t wonld alvo give them an oppostaaty of
makig vse of their English acquitements in a practical and
agreeable maunner, thus preservivg them fiom decay.

The discus<ion which had been commenced atthe last meet-
g was now re-openest by Inspector Valade and Messrs, Archam-
bauit amd Bondnas, and summed up by the Presi tent, who pomted
out that a combmation of the three methods, Simullancous, M-
tual, and Indirvidual, was 1o be preferred—an opmion m winch he
was supporled by the meeting,

The lollowing monous were next proposed and adopted:

Mr. Archambanit moved, seconded by Mr. J. C. Guilbault,—~
That the thanks of the mceting are due to tne Superintendent of
Edueatton any to Iuspectors Grondin aml Valade for the advice
thiey had given aud for the punctualty with which they attended
these Confereuces.

Mr. Duquette moved, secomded by Mr. Archambanit,—That
thanks be voied to the out-going members of the Committee of
Management.

Mr. Boudrias moved, seconded by dr. P. H. St. Hilaire,~That
lh(;: meetung be adjotimed to the tast Friday in January next, at
10 a. 3.

The question, Hhether, in teaching, the synthelic or analytic
method was preferable? was changed into the followsng: Hhat
are the best methods of teaching ?

Internntional Courtesies and ¥isiorical
Reminiscences.

Itis with wuch pleasure that we Jeel called upon to advest 10

wo recent evenis. almost uivial in themselves, but dcm‘xngi

wuch importance {rom the fact il they tend directly to renew
and cement Wt enfente cordinle wuh our bellicose neigh- |
bors uctoszs the frontier, Which had temporarity suffered in con- |
sequence of the vuforiurate compheations of fast winter. The first
of thiese events was the opening of the milway between Water-
town, Rome and Ozdensburgh, celebratad by o arand < jubilee ** 4
at Ogden<burgh, miad a pleasuze trp to Oikawa —that place being |
the terminus of a Canaduin mibway connecting with the new e
at Preszott. The recepion by shet ontizens of Ottawa was warm |
and cuthusiastic, aud wonthy the hoespitatity of the future capital of §
Cannda. A banqguet, presided over by the Mayor, was tendered
the gues's At the halt of the Canadian Institute, where mauy |
excelient speeches weie wmxde and friendly senuments cecipro-
cated. .
The cther meident 1o which we have alluded was the presence
of the lon. Thomas D’Arey McGee at the litemry celebration |
given by the Mame IHistorieal Seciety at Fort Popham, Maine. ,
Alr. McGee was catled upsn 10 respond to the following toast,
which together witie the speech, we copy fiom the Portland
Adrertiser i— .
« The memory of Sicur de Champlan, the tearless nmavigator |
and accomphirhed statesman ; the fisst 1o explore and designate
these shores; whose plans of Empire, more vast and sagacious
than any of his tune, failed of success, only th~ough the short-
sightedness of his sovereign, it allowing the Atlantic shores of

New England, to fall into the hands of his nivals, thereby changing
the history of the New World.”

The Hou. Thos. D’Awecy McGee, President of the Executive
Conncil of Cauada, addressed the assemblage in response to this
sentiment, Ile said: [ beg to assure you, Mr. Driesdent, and
sentlemen of the Maine Historical Seciery, who have done me the
onor to invate me here, that I feel it a very great privilege to be
a spectator and a parucipant in the wstructive retributive ceremo-
nial of this day. This peninsula of Sabmo must become, 1f it is
not alrealy, classic ground, and this 29th of August, the true era of
the establishment of our language amd race on this continent, one
of the most chenshed fusti of the Enghsh speakiong people of North
Amenca. It 13, on general gronmds, an eceasion hardly less wterest-
ing to the colonies stll Euglish, than to the citizens of Maine, and,
therefore, L beg to repeat in your presence, the gratification I feel
in being allowed to jom in the first, of what I trust will prove, but
the first of an interminable series of such celebrations. I wounld
be very insensible, Sir, to the character i which I have been so
cordially presenmted 10 this assembly, if T did not personally
acknowledge 113 and 1 should be, 1 concerve, unworthy of the
position I happeu to ocenpy as & member of the Canadian govern-~
ment, if I dud uot feel stitl more the honor you have pant to Canada,
in the remembrance you have made of her first Governorand Cap-
tain General, the Sieur de Champtain, That celebrated person was
in treth, not onty in pomt of tme, but m the comprehension ot his
views, the audacity of his projects, and the celebnty of hismdividual
career, the first statesman of Cauadar; and no one pretenthng 1o
the cluracter of a Canadian statesman could feel otherwise than
honored, grauhied, when Champlan®s name 15 wvoked, pubhely
or privately, in lus presence.  We have no fear that the repmation
of our great Founder will not stand the severest test of historieal
research ; we have no fear that his true gieatness will dwindle
by comparison with the rest of the Atlantic leaders—the chiefs of
the renowned sea—chivalry, of whom we have already heard such
cloquent mention.  We Canadians ardently deswre that he should
be better known—be well known—and perhaps, you, Mr. Presi-
dent, will permit e, to indicate some of the trauts i the carecr,
10 pomt to some of the traits in the character, which haloes for us,
forever, the name and memory of the Sieur de Champlam.  What
we esteem most in the life of our Founder, 1s that chief virtue of
all eminent men—his indomitable foritude; and next to that we
revere the min .zing versatifity amd resosrces of the man.  Origin-
ally a naval officer, he had “voyaged to the West ludies and to
Mexico, and had writien 2 memorr, lately discovered a1 Dieppe,
and edited both in France and England, advocating among other
things the aruficial connexion of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
From the quasterdeck we trace iin 1o the counting rooms of the
merchants of Rouen and Sant Malo, who first entrusted him in
1603, with the command of a commercial enterprise of which
Canada was the field. From the service of the merchants of Rouen,
Dieppe, and Sziut Alalo, we trace him to the service of his Sover-
cign—Ilenry 1V, Tor severnl successive years we find his flag
Egl:mcing at all poivts along this rockbound coast on which we are
tnow assembled, from Yurt Royal 1o Massachusetts buy. Whenever
we do not fied 1t here, we way be certamn u_has advanced into
! the interior, that 1t is unfwiled at Quebee, at Moutreal, or towards
the sources of the Hudson and the dohawk., We will find that
this versatile sailor has become ut tume o Jouwder of cities, a uego-
ciator of treaties with barbarous tnbes, an anthor, a discoverer. As
a discoverer, he was the first European to aisceml the Richelien,
which he named after the patton of tus latter years—the all-power-
ful Cardinal, He was the firsl to traverse that beauntiful lake,
now alegether your own, which makes lns name so familiar to
Amesicans, he was the first 10 ascend oor great centeal river, the
Quawa, as far nonh as Nippising, and he was the fiest to discover
what he very jusliy calls « the lresh-walter sea 2 of lake Ortario.

is place, as an_ Amencan dwcoverer 13, therefore, amonzst the
firs1; while his clanuns as a colomzer rest on the finn foundation
of Montreal and Quebee, and his project—eatraordinary for the
agre—of umting the Atlantic with the Pacific by muficial channels
of communication. Asa legasiator, we have not yet recovered, i
we ever siail, the ordinances e s known to have promalgaied 3
butas an author we have s narmlive of lransaclions in New
Frauce, his voyage to Mevieo, his ireatise on navigation, and some
other papers. As a diplomw, we have the Franco-Tndian alliances,
which he founded aud which lasted a hundred and filiy years on
this continent, and which exercised so powerful an influence, not
only on Amenican but on European afiairs. To him also it way
mainly owing that Canada, Acadia, and Cape Breton were reclaimed
by, and restored o France, under the treaty of Saint Germun-cn-
Laye, in 1632, As to the moral qualities, our Founder was brave



