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Note, in the second place, the character of the punishments by
which these physical transgressions are prevented. Punishments,
we call them, ‘in the absence of a better word ; for they are not
punishments in the literal sense.  They are not artificial aud unue-
cessary flictions of pain ; but ase sunply the beneficent checks to
actions that are essentially at variance with Lodily wellare— cliecks
in the absence of which life would yuickl¥ be destroyed by bodily
injuries. It s the peeuliarty of these penaltivs, of we must 2o call
them, that they are nothing more than l]:e unavordable consequences
of the deeds which they fullow : they are nothing more than the
wneritable reactions entaifed by the child’s actions

Let it be fusther borne in mind that these painful reactions are
propurtionate to the degree in which the orzunic laws have buen
transgressed. A shight accaident brings a slight pan, a more serivus
oue, a greater pun.  When a child tumbles over. the duor-step, it is
not urdaied that it shall sutfer in excess of the amount necessary,
with the view of making 1t st1)] more eantions than the necessary
suffering wul make it.  But from its daily experience it is lelt to
learn the greater or less penalties of greater or less errors ; and to
behave accordingly.

And then marT;, lastly, that these natural reactions which follow
the child’s wrong actions, are constant, direct, unhesitating, and
uot to be escaped. No threats: tut a silent, rigorous performance.
If a child ruas a pin nto its finger, pain follows. If it does it again,
there is agamn the same resull: and so on perpetually. Inall its
dealings wiih surrounding morganic natare it finds this unswerving
persistence, which listens to no excuse, and from which there is no
appeal; and very soon recogmzing this stern though beucficent
diserpline, it become extremely careful not to trangress.

Sull more sigmificant will t?wse general truths appear, when we
remember that they hold throughout adult life as well as throughout
wfantine te. It is by aa expenmentally-gained knowledge of the
natural cousequences, that men and women are checked when they
g0 wrong.  After home education has ceased, and when there are
no longer pareuts and teachers to forbid this or that kind of cunduet,
there comes e play a discipline like that by which the young
chuld 15 taught its first fessons in self-guidance. If the youth enter-
ing upon the business of Ife 1dies away his time and fulli.s slowly
or unskillfally the duties mirusted 1o him, there by and by folluws
the natural penalty : he is discharged, aud left to suffer for a while
the evils of relauve poverty. On the unpunctual mas, failing alike
his appointments of business aud pleasuie, there ct_)ulipnmﬁy fall
the consequent inconveniences , losses, and deprivations. The
avaricious tradesman who charges too high a rate of profit, loses
his customers, and 50 is checked in his greediness.  Diminishing
practice teaches the inattentive doctor to bestow moretrouble on hus

atients. ‘The too credulous creditor and the over-sanguine speen-
ator altke learn by the difficulties which rashness entails on them,
the necessity of being more cautions in their engagements. Awml so
throughout the life of every citizen. In the quotalion 5o often made
dpropos of these cases—¢ The bumt child dreads the fire V—we
sec not only that the analogy between this social discipline and
Nature’s early disciphine of infants s universally recogmized ; but
we also see an imphied conviction that this discipline is of the most
effictent kind. Nay more, this conviction is not only imphed, but
distinetly stated.  Every one has heard others confess that only by
« dearly bought expericnce” had they been nduced to give up
some bad or foolish course of conduct formerly pursued,  Every
one has heard, in the criticisms passed on the deings of this spend-
thnft or the other speculator, the remark that advice was useless,
and that nothing but « bitter experience ™ would produce any
effect : ncthing, that 15, but suffering the unaveidable conscquences,
Aud 1f further proof be needed that the pcn:\ll{ of the natural
reaction 1s not anly the most efficient, but that no humanly-devised
penalty can replace it, we have such further proof in the notorious
1li-success of our various penal systems. Out of the many methads
of craminal chsciphine that have been proposed and legally enforeed,
none have answered the expectations of their advocates. Not only
have artificial punishments failed 10 produce reformation, but they
have i many cases increased the criminality.  The only succes.-
ful reformatories are those privately-established ones which have
approximated their régime to the method of Nature—which have
done hitle more than administer the natural consequencesof crimianal
condact : 1he naturai consequences bemg, that by imprisonment or
other restrunt, the eniminal shall have hus liberty of action dimin-
1ished as much as i~ needful for the safety of society ; aud that he
shall bz made to mamtain himself while hvang ander this restmint,
Thus we ~ee not ouiy that the diseipline by which the youny child
is so successfully taught to rcgulate its movements is also the
discipline by which the great mass of adults are kept in order, and
more or less improved ; but that the discipline humanly divised

for the warst aduits, fails when it
ordained discipline, and begis to
to 1t.

Have we not here, then, the guiding principle of moral education ?
Must we not mber that the system so beneficent 1 its effects, ahke
dwing anfancy and maturity, will be equally benefieent thronshont
youth?  Can any one believe that the methud whieh answers so
well i the fiest aud the last divistons of hife will not answer 10 the
intermediate division 2 Is it uot manifest that us * mumsters and
interpreters of Nature * it s the functiun of parents 1o see that therr
children habutually expercuce the true cunsequences of the conduct
— the natural reactious: neither warding them off, nor mtensifying
them, nor putting artuficial consequences 10 place of them 2° No
unfru,udlced reader will hesitate in lus assent.

’robably, however, not a few will contend that already most
parents do this—that the punistnents they et are, n the majo-
rity of cases, the true consequences of di-cunduct—that parental
auger, venting itself in harsh words and deeds, 15 the result of a
child’s trausgressiou—and that, w the sutfenny, physical or moral,
which the chill is subject to, it experiences tlie natural reaction of
its misbehavior. Along with much error this assertion, doubtless
containg sume truth. It is unguestiouable that the displeasure of
fathers and mothers is a true cousequence of Juvenle de tguency ;
and that the manfestation of 1t 18 a notmal chieck upon such 'Jc”)l'l:
quency. It is unquestionable that the scoldings, and threats, and
blows, which a passionats parent visits on offening htile ones, are
effects actually produced w such a parent by thear offeuses ; and so
are, m some surty to be cousidered as amnoug the natural seactions
of thieir wrong actions.  And we are by no means prepared 1o say
ghat these mudes of treatment are not relauvely nht—right, that 18
in relation o uncontrollable cluldren of Wl-controlled adults - au(i
right 1u relation tv a state of suciety in which such sli-controlied
adults make up the mass of the people. As already suggested
educational systems, like politica! and other insttutions, an?gcue:
rally as zood as the state of human waturc permits. The barba-
sous children of barbarous parents ane probubly enly 1 be restramed
by the barbarous methods which such parents spontancously em-
ploy 3 while subtnussion 1o these barbarous methods s perhaps the
best yuepartion such children can have for the baibarous suciety
in which they are presently o play a part. Conversely, the civile
ized members of a civilized society will spontaneously manifest
th!.'ll' displeasure in less violent ways—wili spomtaneously uge
milder measures: measures strong enough for their better-natured
children. Thus it is doubtless true that, in so far as the expression
of parental feeling is concerned, the pnnciple of the natural rcacixon
is always more or less followed. The system of domestic government
ever gravitates towards its right form. °

But now observe two important facts.  [u the first place, observe
that, in states of rapid transition like ours, which wituess a jopg-
drawn battle between old and new theories and old and new pra?:-
tices, the educational metheds in use are apt 1o be cons.derably out
of harmouy with the times. In deference to dogmas fit only for the
ages that ultered them, many parents iuflict pumshments” that do
violence 10 their own feelings, and so visit on their children unna-
tural reactions; while other parents, enthusiasiic in thear hopes of
immediate perfection, tush 1o the opposite extreme. And then
pb-_cn'e, in the second place, that the “discipline on which we are
insisting is not £0 much the experience of paremal approbaton or
disapprobation, which, in most cases, is only a secondary conse-
quence of a chi'd’s conduct ; but it is the experience of those resulis
which would naturaliy flow from the conduct, in the absence o?
parental opinion or interference. The tuly instructive and salutary
consequences are not those inflicted by parents when they lalg
upon themselves 1o be Natuie™s prosies ; but they are those mihicted
by Natare herself. We will endeavor 10 mahe this distinction clear
by a few illustrations, which, while they show what we meay by
uatuial reactions as contrasted with artificial ones, will afford somz}:
directiy practical suggestions,

In every family where there are young children there almost
daily occar cases of what motkers aud sérvants call « makne a
liter.” A child has had out its box of toys, and leaves Jiem
scattered about the floor. Or a handful of flowers, brought in from a
morning walk, is prescatly seen dispersed over tables and chairs
Or a litle girl making Jdoll's clothes, disfigures the room wah
shreds. I most cases the truuble of rectifying thus disorder falls
anywhere but in the right place: if in the nursery, the nurse here
self, with many grumblings about ¢ tiresome little things,” ete
sndertakes the taak 3 if below stairs, the task usually t.dc’:\rolve',;
cither on one of the elder children or on the housemad 5 the
transgressor being visited with nothing more than a scolding.’ In
this very simple case, however, there are many parents wise
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