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and yet no reference, even rernote, lias beeii-made to themi! \Ve
recognize wvith shanie our unfaithfulness as u nd er-shepherds
wvhen we have flot ciaimed the hielp and the guardian care of th-e
Chief Shepherd for the defenceless ones. nor askccl the bal of
comfort and healing for the torn.

The public p .rayer is flot the expression of the ininister's o\,nI
need, except in so far as lie can rise to the lofty hieight of the
Svro-Phoenician mother pleading for hier daughter, Yflien shie cried,
"1Lord, help me!" It is intended to express that of the w'hiole
congregation. The minister grathers inito comprehiensive state-
mient their requirements, so that every heart there should Le
able, in some degree, to express its need before God throughi his
words.

In private prayer we express our own heart's desires, flot only
in words-it may be in groanings which cannot be uttered, or in
gladness unspeakable, or in peace, wvhose tha-nk-sgiving-calm worçls
wvould only break. We may g aside and commune with God,
and be stili. \Ve may, like David, go and sit before the Lord,
and let Himi, in His loving kindness, an~d tender mercy, interpret
our heart's Ionging-s for us, and do what seemnetli to Hiuîî good.
The prayers of thc believer in private max' be ail adoration, or
ail thanksgiving, or ail petition, supplication, intercession, or he
may 1.e low at the feet of God, pouring forth his humble confes-
sion of sin, or he mnay simiply wait on God.

The most precious moments of commiunion between friends
are sometimes those when rio words arp spoken-beart mneeting
heart in silence. 4

But public praver in the sanctuary is vcrv différent. The
prayers there should, in some reasonab]v comnprehiensive degre,
comipazss the necd of the congregation. In churchcs, which reco-
nize the ministry as a pricsthood praying for the people, appear-
ing before God as the substitute of th%- people, it is not decniied
a nccssary thing cithier that tht peciplc bc present or that the
prayer be offercdl in the commiion tongue of the people. The
pricst is the inferccssor. Ii the Protestant churchi the mrinister
is flot a l)ricst. He siniply g'c.\epressioni to t'ae inced of thec
people, and ail hicarts unite inte.iligentiy iii the prayer (wlwv flot
voices, toc, soinctimies ?), caci f'or ail nthcers. N,iw,lkceping thesez
priinary principies of sanctuary prayer in Vicw, these elemnlts
shouid bc found in praycr offcrcd by thei congrcgation thirough
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