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A PLEA FOR MISSIONS.

*@o’ye into all tho world sand preach
the gospel.”

There is no question asto whether or
not missions are binding on Christiaus,
Missionary offort is not a matter of choice
but of obligation. Indeed, it is a3 much
an obligation as Baptism or the Lord’
Supper. Cbrist gave very fow dJotailed
instructions for the guidance of hisChurch
Ho left her policy to be shaped by the
Holy Spirit, But one definite injunction
He did give and that His last, as thq
risen Saviour: ‘“Go ye, therefore, an
make disciples of all nations, baptizinz
them into thesame ofthe Father, and
of the Sop, ung of the Holy Ghost; teach-
ing them toobzerved all things whatso®
ever I have commanded you; aud lo, J
am with you alway, even uato theend of
the world.” This i3 not merely & com-
mission to baptize. It is the outline of
8 policy—the missionary policy of the
Church Itpresents to usa command, a
duty, a statement of the principal object
of the Church’s axisteoce, with tho en-
couraging promise, in view of the im-
mense obligation, of power commensasate
with the task —*Lo, I am with you al-
way.”? BDlissionsare notoptional. “Make
disciples of all rations” is as binding as
¢This do in remembranco of me.”

Unless you find in the Gospel that which
makes it worthy of being preached to all
men; you have pot focuad in it that which
makes it of any worth to you; you bave
missed its meaning; you do not kpow its
power. The root of unbelief in Foreign
Missions is want of faith in the Gospel.

Ifa Church can do nothing for the
conquest of the world in Foreiga MIssi-
on she will soon begin to dia at bome,
~-Daty a ours, rezults 2/0 (od's. We
are not xesponsible for conversion, but we
wo aro for contact, We arg to go every-
where and preach the Gospel. All are
to go, and to go to all.—Selected.
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FREELY GIVE.

Some time 8go & woman living in the
country, in one of the German states,
brought to her minister 30 marks (27.50)
for the missions, eaying, =as she.aid
down her offering befcrohim, “In former
yesrs I bavo been obliged.to pay s -doc-
tora bill ol thisamount, Thisyaar thero
bas dbeen no sicknessin my family, which
entbles mo to give so much to the Lord™.
At another time she brought a donstion
of 12 marks (3dol.), saying, “Many of
tho farmers havo recently been visited by

a cyclono, but we have been spared. So
I briug you this donation for missions
28 o thank-offering,” Have we not each
mercies vochsnfea to us for which it is

our duty to thank God the Giver of all
blessinge.
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GIVING IN SAMOA.

Tho Hearld of Mission News says:—
‘* The Samonn group of islands, have a
Christisn population of 30,000, Ia the
Iargest of the islands, thereare not fifty
families that fail to obserye fumily wor-
ship. Last year, besides eupporting the
Gospel at home, theygent a thank-offer-
ing, as their custom is, of £1,800 to the
parent missionary society of Ijondon to

belp carry the good news frther on.
When' a church member dies, Lhey still

keep his name on the books, and put a
mark afterit, denoting a word-picture
which means :**We cannot think of him
as dead oither to us ot to the{work, We
shall give & contribution in his!name,that
tho cause may not suffer by bis removal
beace.” We don’t know if the like of de-
votion and liberality hes reached as bigh
& wster-mark avywhere else the wide
world over.

. ————

Work of the Bible Society.

Owing te tbo wet weather, doubtless
many were prevented from attending the
meetiogs of the Bible society; so for the
baucfit ofsuch, we will briefly state a
few facts, trusting that it willbe of in-
terest and that gil will consider well
their duty and privelego to help on as
much as lies in their power, such agrand
work for thecause of Christ.

The British and Foreign Bible society,
of which the Upper Canads is an aux-
iliary, wasorgenized in 1804. Since
then it has fedned 131,544,§96 copies of
God's ivord in whole or part, and is gow
apreadiag the scriptures over the world
in moro than 500 different languages.

The missionarica of all denomivations,
are Iargely dependent on the society for
Bibieg in the laoguage of the people
among whom they labor.

Although its issno of 13,000 copies
daily, (rccording to the last report)
scems very great, yot it is small in com-
parison with tho great need: At the
prasent date of issue, over minely
years would clapse beforo China alone
would be sapplied ; then thero is Indis,
Africa, Japsn snd ,Egypt; with the
island of the Pacific, as well asmany
papal lands. The society is depending
upon the Christian world to sustain this
good work. Although the contributions
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of the pust year amounted to abous
$671,420, there was a deficioncy of oves
$115,000, and this to somo extent has
been going on for four years. Now our
nld is asked, not only to maintain, but
to oxtend tho work; and it is for evory
Christian to answer tho call, willingly
and cheerfally and by so doing, help\‘In' ’
spreading abroad tho words of our Mss-
ter. As we receive to our comfort thd
truths contained in the Book of Life, Tet
us think of those whe Lirye not dhe same
provilege; and when the collecttzs

you, thiak for whom they sre work
greot them with a Christian wel
and cheer them by a liberal contri
wherawith to feed the hungry
preciotvx*s Word of God. )
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Staple & Fancy

DRY G00DS

In Dress Goods, Silks, Velvets;
Plushes, Hosiery, Gloves, Rib-
bons, Laces, Cottons, Cotton-

{ades, Linens, Flann# Flany .
neletts, Blankets, Cat;pg\ts, 0il '

Cloth, Ready-Made Clothing,
Furs, Robes, Tweeds, Gents'
Furnishings, Hats and Caps,
Boots and Shoes, Grocel"ies,

Crockery and Glagsware, ete-

John Donaghy’s;
FORDWICH,

ONT.




