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clay walls which enclose the native com-
pounds glow like streaks of vermilion
on the purple as the sun begins to touch
the horizon. There is a glory of color
over earth and sky which is truly won.
derful, and has again and again filled
me with intense delight.”’—Rev. Jaues
SisREER, quoted in Madagascar News.

SUMATRA.

—0f the Rhenish Missionary So-
ciety’s work in the last year, Dr. Schrei-
ter, as noted in the Chronicle, reported
st in the island of Nias, off Sumatra,
simest all the people of the district of
Gombu-Humene had cast off theiridols,
and that Missionary Thomas had bap-
{ized 69 people at Easter, and 100 others
xae receiving  instruction. On the
dures of the Toba Lake in Sumatra
sucoess still attends the labors of the
misionaries. It is quite a new ficld,
sod yet at Si Gumpar there have al-
a5 been 400 baptisms and a consider-
shie number at the other three stations.
1t was feared that much opposition
would arise from the Mohammedan
purty, but hithertoall has gone forward
ouictly, and the missionaries are hope-
il tbat this district, like that of Silin-
duag, will soun be won for Christ. In
the Silindung district, indeed, in spite
of the great mortality caused by the
thokra Jast year, some three thousand
jeswons were reccived into membership,
witie from outlying places, some of
tem fa: distant, requests for teachers
are being; continually received.  And in
e padsof the island, such as Sipirok
wd Siloga, where Mohammedanism is
mily 3 power, the work goes forward
st aonefully. At Padang Bolak, onc
o the weost recently formed stations,
there 212 already more than five lau-
died Jeutners.  This rapld increase of
omeests, or at Jeast of adlicrents, has
B perile, but the missionaries are seck-
iz 19 rive the people full instruction
aathe ways of God, and in this they are
bartly aipported by the native preach-
e d cvangelists, the number of
¥hoo i now very considerable.

EXTRACTR AND TRANSLATIONS.
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MISCTLLAREOTS.

—The Moravian 3fZssions-Blatt speaks

of what appears to 'e ** an incradicable
myth”—npamely, that the early Mora-
vian missionaries in Greenland, not
knowing how to translate “Lamb of
God,” since the Eskimos have no sheep,
finally decided to translate it ¢ God’s
seal,” the seal alsy being, as we know,
a gentle, docile creature. Not so ill-
imagined, says the Blatt. It hss only
one fault, it is not and never has been
true. In theearly times, when the mis-
sionarics as yet knew the language im-
perfectly, they sometimes used for “ the
babe Jesus’” an expression more proper-
ly confined to the infant seal. The peo-
ple knew what was meant, and accom-
modated themselves to the meaning
until better knowledge taught the trans-
lators & better word.  *‘ Lamb of God,”
however, has always been translated by
a word that significs ‘‘a young sheep,”
and in Greenland by a word signifying
““sheep,” but lacking the diminutive
form. Though the sheep is not found
in Greenland or Labrador, plctures and
descriptions have made the notion of it
easily intelligible, and of late years
sheep, intended for the food of the
sailors, arc often scen by the natives on
European vessels. The misinterpreta-
tions of malice arc usually the most per-
sistent, but here the misinterpretation
of a romancing disposition to eulogize
scems to hold pace with them.

—The first Protestant missionary or-
dained as such, says Professor Kriiger,
was Casrar WiLTeNs, of Antwerp.
e was ordained at Amsterdam, for the
Dutch East Indics, December 20th,
1610.

—The first Protestant missionary so-
cicty formed on the Continent under an
impulse from England was the Nether-
lands Missionary Socicty (el Neder-
landsche Zendelingsgenootachayp), formed
in 1997,

—*1t is no casual coincidence that
the same apostle who has maintained
with victorious lucidity the evangelical



