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ivith n(, more tlian twenty people. Thieir reports, if they wrote alny,
could oxily speak of weary tramping from village to vill-ýge, from farn
to farm ; of a soul being converted here and there. Honor to thoEe,
our wortliy predecessors 1 Much of the fruit whichi we gather to-day
is due to thieir patient, ignored, silent sowing, ini suffering aad id tea-s.

But 1870 broughit us, after the dark heurs of defeat and shaine, the
glorious sur-rise cf liberty. In a marvelous and unexpected way the
Lord sent us the hielp which we needed te make good that golden
opportunity. No one should have thought that an Englishi pastor,
whio liad passed middle life, and who spoke French but imperfcctly,
would beconie the mnosit successiul evangelist of France in these tiies.
And yet, no doubt, Mîr. R. W. McAli had been preparedl by God ibmn.
self, and lis whole previons course as an architeet, and then as a min.
ist--r, was only Gods; training for this, his special life's work,.

When, on Sunduy, Ja.nuary 17, 18721 Mr. MeAli epened a littie
shop in oue of the streets cf Belleville, for the preaching of tIc gospel.-
in answer to the urgent appeal which lad corne to him frorn an ouvrier, *
hae could not possibly foreseo 'what a large, trac would grow froru this
1 ittia root. But he came in a most' propitio as time, ivhaui the ground,
recently fiirrcwed by the terrible plow of foreign aud civil var, vas
ready for the seed cf peaca and hope ; he caime, not with a new pLanacea,
not with sorne grand scbeme of social regeneration, but ivith the old
remedy which had xxever been applied, with the cld gospel, sa ulew ta
those poor people ! His aim was net great in men) s opinion : lie carne
not to save & nation, but to save souls.

Three principles, at tha outset, were adopted by himn, and .haie
neyer ceased to be at the ba&-s of this mission. Their combinatian is,
we believe, tIe cause of its success,

Tho first ona is: -No1lehii«,q but Ohiris., Christ and Hirn crucified, is
the culy attraction, th;- only themne, the cnly aiir,. No paid. chair, no
high-fieovn rhetork ' ne scientific or litery ontertainments, are used to
draw the people together. Il Conférences sur l'Evangile - are the
words pair ted in large letters on the outside of tiea halls. It wald
have been easy te gather very large audiences hy other ineans, but it
wvould have been impossible te retain tlarn. TIe Chiurch cannat com-
pete wit;h the world on the wvor1d's own ground ; David is very citnxi
(and what a bl essiug hoe should be sol1) in Saul's armor. There are ilL
LXis plenty of concert halls. Ours are gospel halls; tîey are noyer
cpeued for another purpoise than te maàke krown, k7v word or by sang,
the love cf God througli .esus Christ.

The second principle, on which this Mission is built is Ualholiciy,
On its platforms ministers aud nienbers of ail denominatians are
equally at home. Each dcurcI lias a right te dlaim the Mission as ber

* Tho wvhole story of tho >)eginning of the Mission, from the pon of Dr. McAi himsei!, wIIl
bce found in the book, 1' A Cry from the Land of Calin and Voltaire." London: HIoddcort
Stoughton, Patcrnostcr Row.
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