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TITE RIJSSIAN STUNDISTS.-1.*

Tina ORIGiN, HiSTORY. AND PERBECUTION.

D3Y PROFESSOR G. GODET-TRANSLATEI) DY MRS. D.' L. PIERSON.

The era of religions persecution is not passed. Not only in Arnja
and China do Christians suifer for their beliefs, but under a government
that calls itsetf Christian-in boly Russia, and in the boly atmospliere Of
the "floly Synod" of tbe Russian Churcli. The world at large bas but
an imperfeet knowledge of these persecutions. If they were knowii nao
wvidely and more in detail, wo are persuaded that the public -'vould bese)
stirred that the Russian Governmcnt could no longer ignore or permit~
whab now goes on ini that empire. It is evident that the Stuiudists are
mnisrepresented to the Emperor to be a political and social orgaization
dangerous to the State, and not, as tbey really are, an inoffensive religious
sect. It is also, evident that the most horrible deeds of perseution are
carefully bidden from hl1m, and that he bas but a remote idea of tile Sugfer.
ings %vhieli some of bis most faithful subjects bave uuder goi e. The
petitions that the persecuted ones bave tried to scnd. to, hiru, tlaanks tô tho
Russian police, have neyer been allowed. to, reach their destination. lis

useless to tbink of xnaking any external attempt in thecir favor. What
wvas gained by the interventions of the Evangelical Alliance in I)baif,)f
the ]3altic provinces during the reigns of the two preccding eînperorsl
Notbincr-even worse than nothing-an aggravation of tbe cvii !t A
thing- that looks like an interference from an outsider in the national aifairs.
Of Russia only irritates the goverament, and tbreatens to injure rather
than aid tbe cause of the oppressed.

Thec Origin andl ('aracter of Stundism.-The Stundists, about -250,Ûot'
iii number, are scattered tlaroughout the soutli of IRussia.j About i
the newspapers spoke for tbc first time of the Stundists, aud of tle aclirît
of Pastor Charles Bonekemper, who, was settled for a ycar at Pilirbacb,
near Odessa. It was be wbo gave the first decided impulse to the more«
ment ; but its beginning was stili carlier. In 1823 John B-'oncel-enper, of
Wuppertbal (the father of Charles Bonekemper), bavingr been sent byîthe

* This article la a tranttlation of a littIe pamphlet by Professor G. Godet, of NeuchAtel, Sitas-
land. Tite French paxnplct is ltsclt iii part a compilation of facda froîn English sud ethrPabýa-
dions. APmong other books on the Stundlets arc IlThe Stnudists ;" *'- Short Ilistory of Ibe,8te
ists;"lI "A li-hway of Sorrow," by Hlesba Stretton; and I'Nadya, a Taleo!f the Stelpcs," b*rNM.

t Reccntly, howover (by order of the Emperor no doubt), the bllnistcr of the Inicer ias inftorit.
ilhat ho might discontinue tho "Ileceptional inethods taken for protecting thie Orthedax chux'
tu the Baltic provinces. This ineans, probab.y, the cnd o! persccutious for the Luthera n ct Ž
provinces-buit what of the Stundiste,?

4: Thcy are found largely In the provinces of Bessarabla, Eherson, IUnrk, Poliaa, Ebaxkcr,
Taurida, Don Co.4rack8, Astrakhan, aud In Caucasia. A lino drawn from Wariawv through Ofi
A&strakhan would. nearly mari, the noithera limait of Stnndism.
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