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Notcs on a Western Tour.

By Masor Crark.

Major Clark returned to Fuglaud feom Can
ada per Parisian luat week. 1{v has Leen abe
sent about four manths, having gone to British
Columbiy, in company with Colonel Engledue,
of the Royal Engineers, cn business arising out
of tho projected schemo of Crofter Colonization
to that Provinco. His last visit to the Pacific
Slops was in the early psrt of 1885, previous
to taking chargoe of the Canadian Court in the
International Lxhibition of Glasgow in that
year. On his prezent journey he has had an
opportunity of noting the progress made in the
western portion of the Dominion during the
last threo years, and has kindly handed to the
Canadian Gazelte the following notes, which
will be of interest to many readers :

“\WVinuipeg is steadily recovering from tho
period of depression which followed the *boom.’
There is ovidence everywhere of steady im-
provement. The class of husiness blocks re-
cently completod announce that they are there
‘to stay.' The temporary style of buildings
which marked the cnrliar stages of the city’s
growth aro being replaced in the leading busi-
ness thoroughfares by handsome brick and
stone structures, while the new hotel on Main
street, to be opened next month, will hardly be
second to any in Canada. Tliere secms to boa
gratifying growth of opision among the leading
busivess men of the city with regard to its
future. It can readily be secn that the leading
lines of trade are ooly in their infancy, and
that successive harvest and increacing acreages
under cultivation will yearly xdd to the wealth
of the commercial centre of the Canadian North-
west.  Chicago in her early youth could boast
of no brighter prospoct, because possessed of no
hetter surroundings, and it requirss no prophet
to foretell the position“of Winnipeg when she
has attained the present age of the commercial
mart to tho south.

What upplies 1o Winnipeg applies in

degree to every town on the jouiney
westwards. Everywhere there is cvi-
dence  of  progress and  improvement

arising from the best of sources~tho agricultu-
ral development of the country. The present
position of the ranches and the cereal estimates
of the present ycar are but earnests of what the
future will be. T{ o train-loads of cattle which
have passed castwards duri® , the autumn, and
the millions of bushiels of grain now awaiting
transport, are but samples of future yields.
The Capadian Pacific Railway, taxed as it is
now fo carry the present products to the cast
and west, is as yet only doiug a sample trade,
though it is already earning dividends on the
very threshold of the country’s possibilities.
Scttlement goes ou surely and steadily. Onc
of the moyt cncouraging features in this matter
is the repatriation of s0 mauvy Canadians from
Dakota and neighboring States of the Union—
scttlers of tho best class who have purchased
their expetience dearly in the blizzard belt and
to whom nature has this year accorded a boun-
teous welcome back tc Cavadian goil. Tho ex-
tension of branch reilways w Prince Albertand
Edmontoa reapectively will bring two most de-
sirable districts into direct touch with markets

and facilitato sottlement in the splendid mixed
farming strotches on tho banks of tho North
Saskatchewan,

The development of British Columbia is ap.
parent at evory stago on the journey westwards.
Notbing atrikea one moro forcibly than the ex.
traordinary differenco in the natural vesources
of the country cast and west of tho meuntains,
British Columbia and the prairic section of
Canada can never coms into competition. The
development of the Pacific coast must of neces.
sity tend to tho advantage of Mauitoba, and
vice verse; the interchange offcoinmodities al-
ready begun must coutinue to incrcaso till the
Canadian Pacific will find its hands full with
the interprovincial trade of this region.

* Thore is much lond yet to be possessed’®
aod settlement does not keep pace with expect-
ations. It, therefore, behooves tho Goverament
aud all organizations {uterested to do every-
thing possible for the increase of emigration,
and throughout the whole prairie sectivn busi-
ness men are watehing with anxiety to sce
what is to be the future programins in this re-
spect of the Government at Ottawa. One
thing must ever be borne in mind—that mere
numbers are o doubtinl advantage. Immi-
grants suitable for the conutry and the condi-
tions of life are what are wanted, and on secur
ing this class of recent years tho great North.
west may bo fairly congratulated.  The estim.
ate of 25,030,000 bushels of wheat available for
export this season is evidence of the improved
character of the settlements.  Asa benefit to
the country and as an immigration medium,
one good farmer is a better bargaiu than ten in-
different ounes,”

Major Clark heard a good deal of the practie-
al benefits arising from the establishient of
the various experimental farms, and had the
pleasure when in Ottawa of noting the extraor-
dinary improvement that has taken place on
the Central Farm during the last three years.
Of his mission to British Columbia he had little
more to say than has already been announced.
He has every confideuce in the deep sea resour-
ces of that Proviuce, and of the suitability of
the Scotch coast fishermen for opening up that
fertile source of wealth.  The Governmeat of
British Columbia has vow before it the offer
of the Imperial Government with reference o
the proposed Crofter settlement, as well as the
commercial schewe intended to work in con-
junction with it. Both measures will be dealt
with by the Local Legislature during the session
which begins in January next. The early spring
may thercforeseethenecessary legislation passed
and a beginning made with a movement which
will open up & new and important source of
revenus to the Province and place upon the
seaboard of British Columbia a brigade of a
thousand trained men for the better protection
of the ever.growing interests of the Ewpire in
that part of the Dowinion.—Canadian Gazette,
London, Eogland.

A Native Genius.

QOse of the acquaintances of a New York
editor, while travelling in the “far West,”
was at a loss to know what course to steer, and
rejoiccd when a farmhouse presented itself
before him,* Near the road was a tall, raw.

boned, over-grown, lantern-jawed boy, proba-

bly soventeen years of age, digging potatoor.

Heo was a curious figure to bohold. What was
lacking in the longth of his tow breeches was
amply wmade up for in width ; his suspeudors
appeared to bo composed of birch-bark, grape.
vino and sheep skin; and as for his hat (which

was of a dingy white felt)~poor thing 1 it had

evidontly scen Letter days—but now, alas! it~
was only the shadow of its glory. \Vhother

the tempest of time liad beatoa the top iu, or
the 1ad’s expanding genius had burst it out, it
was difficult to tell ; at any rate it was missiog
—and thiough the aperture red haiv in abund-
ance stood six ways for Sunday. In short, ho

was oue of the roughest spacimens of domestic

manufacture that mortal ever beheld. Qur
travolling friend (we quote the New Yorker),

feeling un itching to scrape ucquaintance with
the critter, drow up the reins of his horse, and

began :—

< Hallo, my good friend, can you inform me
how far it is to the next house ?”

Jonathan started up—leaned oa his hoe-han-
dle—rested onc foot on the gambril of his sinis.
ter leg, and replied :—

 Hallo yourself !—=how’d dew ?=—wall, I
guess Tean,  ‘Yaint near as far as it used to be
atore they cut the woods away—then it wus
geverally reckoned four mile, but now the suu
shrivels up the road, and don't make more’n
tew. The fust house you come to though is a
barn, and the next is a baystick but old
foskiuns' house is 0a beyant. You'll be sure to
meet lis gals long afore you git there; tarnal
romping critters they plagas our folks more’n a
little, His sheep git into our pasture every
day, and his gals into our orchard. Dad sets
the dog arter the sheep, and mo arter the gals
~—and the way he makes the wool, avd I the
petticoats fly, is a sio %o snakes.”

* I sce you are inclined to be facetious, young
man—pray tell me how it happens that one of
your legs is shorter than the other ?”

*t1 nover ’lows anybody to meddle with my
grass tanglers, mistur ; but seeing it's you, I'll
tell you. I was born so at iny tickerlar request,
so that when I hold plow I can go with one
in the furrow and t'other on land, and vot lop
over; besides, it is convenient when I mow
rouud a side hill.”

* Very good, indeed —how do your potatoes
come on this yeur?”’

“ They don’t come on 1 digs ’em out; and
there’s an everlastin’ snarl of ’em in cach hill,”

‘t But they are small, I perceive,”

**Yes, I know it. You see we planted some
whoppin® bluenoses over in that cre patch there,
and they flourished 80 all-ficedly that these cre
stopped growin' just ont of spite, ‘causo they
koowed they couldn't begin to keep up.”

‘“ Youappear to be pretty smart, and I should
think you could afferd a better hut than the
oue you weac.”

“The looks ain’t nothin’; its all in the be.
haviour. Lhis ’ere hat was my religious Sun-
day-go-ta-mectin’ hat, aund it is chock full of

piety now. ['ve got a better ono to hum § but
I don’t dig taters iun it, nohow.”

‘“ Then you sy it is about three and o half
miles to the uext house ?”

** Yes, sir; 'twas a spell ago, and I don’t bes
lieve iv's grow’d much ahorter since.”

* Much obliged—good-bye.”



