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“SBaved!"
BY W, 8 B.

« No danger of being u drunkard,” said young Norton,
as he lified the spark'irg goblet to his lips:  “ 1 am not
such u fool as #hat. Fools, not men of sense, make
drunkards.” ’

« But,” said the friend, whse warning words to young
Norton had occasioned the abve contemptuous remark,
#do you not remember that noble young man, Henry
Lee, how he laughed at the eotreaties of fiiends, des-
pised their warning-words, and madly drank till all was
lost in thrs blackness of misery, which enshrouds the
unhappy inebriate7 He was no fool, but possessed
talents by far more brilliant than are commonly assigned
to the lot of man. Like you he felt strong in his man-
hoed—strong in the virtuoys principles of a noble mind ;
and svhen (riends besought him to shun the wmpter's
presence, he laughed them to scorn,

The oecasional glass of wine, just to please fashion’s
eaprices, just to avoid the imputation of oddness, was,
in his opinion, unatiended with evil consequences. He
was deceived by a false light. He was lured by a siren
voize, whosa enchaniing melody is but a prelude to the
death-song of all the hopes of man.

Young Lee, though possessed of fine intellect, genius,
whose efforts had a'ready covered his youthful brow with
the laurel of literary fame, could not discern a deadly
foe lurking within the sparkling wine ; and like a flower,
plucked by some unseen, malicious hand, he full beneath
the destroyer’s spell in the bloom of life, with the dark
stain of a drunkard ferever to blot the memory of his
name,

Such an example is an argument, truth-telling and
forcible; you cannut gainsay it. It tears into shreds
those fincly-woven sophistries which have so long de-
luded the souls of men with the idea of safefy in the
moderate use of wiae and other spirituous liquors.

{ need not tell you, my friend, that such an example
renders.your arguments uneound, your reasoning fallaci-
ous, your whole position te.ally at variance with the first
prisoiples of truth. I speak plainly, but not unfairly.
My words aie pointed and truthful ; like arrows they
are intended to pierce the thoughtless soul with convic-
tion,

Upon my own testimony, I ask you not to rely, but
point to the history of one who, commencing the use
of strong drink under circumstances similar with your-
self, met with speedy death in the vortex of intermper-
ance. And this one is but the type of a couniless throng,
whose souls are steeped in darkness by that ¢invisible’
fiend of alcohol, of whom the poet has said:

“Oh ! thou invisibloe spirit of wine ! if thou has no other name,
we'll cell the—dewi] I

Now is the time to dash the poigon from your lips ;—
now the time to ahsolve yoursell from sall aliegiance to
the demon of the wine-cup. If you fail to do s0, may
God have mercy on you; for the horrors of death are
amall in comparison with those which the victims of in.
temperance sufler daily.

Beware of the wine-cup j;—beware of strong drink in
any {orm, This is my warning—my frst and my last.
Touca not, taste not, handle not, the accursed thing.”

As these words died on the lips of the speaker, he
turned and left young Nortan standing with the glass of
wine still clutched within his now uervous grasp.  There
was hesitation in his counteaance, A struggle was evi-

! dently going on in his mind. Onco ths fear of ridicule,
| the thought of sneering companions, of fashion's curses,
1 would have heen enovgh to silence any momentary doubt
iabout the propriety of drinking a glass of wine; but
now, with the words of his friend still ringing in his ears,
he paused to consider, ard s he gonsidered truth broke
in upon his mind. Starting as from.an unpleasant dream,
he dashed the goblet to the earth, trampled it beneath
his fect, and uttered n single word—* Saved.”

Many years have passed, and many changes have
come over the gpirit of young Norton’s dream since that
hour, but he will never forget it.  Young Norton is for-
gotten in the dignified old gentleman with locks of snowy
hue, who is addressed with the title of Hon. prefixed to
his name. There is a single word engraved upon &
locket which he wears in his bosom,—it is « Saved.”
It is the only visible record he has kept of that hour,
when burstiug the ferters of passion and prejudice he
dashed the wine-cup down and involuntarily uttered the
magic word of deliverance.—/Maine Tem. Journal,

The Way to Promote the Temperance Cause,

The first requisite to this end is undoubtedly a consis-
tent observance of the principies by which tise advocate
of Temperance professes to be governed ; for example
is the corner-stone on which our institation vests. It is
in vain that we recommend the habit of abstinence to
others; it is in vain that we descant upoen the excel.
lencies of the system, that we represent the benefit
derived by the bodily powers from the aba..donment of
those pernicious beverages, against the use of which our
exertions are directed or the frightful eflects of their im-
bibition on the moral constitution of man, if our own
walk and cenduct are not such as to prove the sincerity
of our belief in the doctrines we seek to enforce. Ttis *
all to no purpose that we keep the Temperance pledge
for a time, if at intervals we violate it. The very re-
straint over the appetite, if not persevered in, is made
use of by the opponents of our cause as an argument
againet our system. Ard we may depend upon it that
our conduct 1s observed with a iynx.eyed scrutiny, and
that sven the slightest departure from the straight road
rarely escapes detection. The delinquencies of its pro-
fessing {riends, we are persuaded, have done infinitely
raore harm to the Temperance cause than their adhesion
ever did good. Better to go to the war with a small but
Spartan band than with a million of craven-hearted fol-
lowers. Nor is it alone necessary that we be consistent
in respect to drinking. It is likewise essential that we
lshould appear to be so. Every sincere advocate of our
cause should endeavour to be like Caser’a wife—above
| suspicion—and for this purpose he should svoid the
‘haunts of dissipation as religiously as we would ke in-

ebriating bowl itsell.  Apait from the danger of being
enticed to drink, is the quasi encoursgement given to
those who do,and the pernicious patronage thusextended
to a class of houses it is desirable to have removed,
Nor is this all. Who is there who can count for 2 mo-
ment upon escaping the suspicion that his object in visit-
ing such places is :eprehensib'e, and_that his conduct
there reprozchahle ? {t is not to be inferred from what
we have said, that therer is an especial need of warning
at this time ; or even that the insiances were ever very
frequent of Pemperance men seeking company at the
Tavern? Ceses of the kind have come ta our knowl-
edge ; but it i to be huped that the anunadversion that




