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Montreal. The text was from Heb. ii, 8.
“ How shall we escave if we neglect so
great salvation At the conclusion of
the service the church at Meibourne was
declared vacant. Intimation was also
made that, if it please the Lol‘(_], the Rey,
Robert McGill, of Montreal, will dispense
the Sacrament here on the 4th. Sabbath
of January. On the same evening the
people at Windsor were addressed on the
nature and duty of Prayer, and the sickly
were twice visited in the house of their
afflictions. e .
During the week a pastoral visitation
was made to most of the families at Ely
and the Gore. Qur progress in this work
of love was greatly impeded by the storm
of snow, the roads in the back-woods not
being yet traced out. In different parts
of this settlement, so thriving and popn-
lous, five children were baptized. Qp
‘the 2nd. Sabbath of the month, the peo-
ple at Melbourne were addressed from
‘Acts xviii, 21. I must by all means
Keep this fenst that cometh at Jeru<nlem.”
Tn the evening about eighty persons were
nddressed at the Gore School-house on
the important duty of Self-examination
with a view to their near approach unto
God at His Holy Table. At the close of
the service two children were baptized.
In the course of our visitatjons among
this flock of the fold of Christ we had
reaton to deplore the want of pastora]
superintendence as well as of other means
of Religious improvement, We had,
indeed, the high satisfaction to see some
children who Were instructed in the Bible
‘and " Catechisms of our Church by their
patents. In the several stations, we
estimated that the number, who were fit
to nttend a Sabbath School, might be up-
‘Watds of a hundred. But, alas! we saw
‘N0 active agency at work, that might
direct the minds of the rising generation,
or cheer the drooping hearts of the aged,
ot, all are hastening onwards to eternity.
We fondly hope that those, who are bless-
ed with the ordinary means of Grace on
each successive Sabbath, may improve
their day of salvation, and feel thankful
for their mercies ; in fine, that they would
remember at the Throne of Grace the
destitate portions of our Zion.
Three Rivers, 19th January, 185],
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PRESSYTERY OF HAMILTON.

At our last meeting on the 14th of Jan.,
all the ministers, who are members of the
Court, were present with one exceprion,
The ministers, who were absent from our
former meeting, being interrogated as to the
cause of their non-aitendance, made ¢x-
Planations which were declared satisfactory,

Mr. William Bell and M. Gibson re-
ported that they had fulfilled the appoint-
Tents made for them by the Presbytery.

r. Macnee stated that he hag preached
aceording 1o appointment jn London, but
od been prevented by indisposition from
Preaching in Williams as directed,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

On enquiry it was found that all the

ongregations excepling two had made the
Annual Collections for the Colleg» as en-
joined by the Act of Synod.

A letter was read from the Colonial
Committee, granting permission to the Con-
gregation at Woodstock to withdraw their
spplication to the Commiitee for a Minister,
in order that they might send a Call to 1he
Rev. John MeLaurin, of Martintown, with
whom they have been in communication,

A Memorial was read from the adherents
of our Church in Woolwich, depicting in a
striking manner their spiritual destitution,
and earnestly requesting the advice and
assistance of the Presbytery. 'Thev state

that the Dlisruption in the Church not:

only caused a scarcity of ministers, but
in many cases, and particularly in the case
of Woolwich, placed it beyond the limited
means of either party to pay an adequate
salary (o a fixed pastor 5 and ever since that
unflortunate event there has been no stated
clergyman ofany denomination in this large,
densely peopled, and otherwise flourishing
district ; in consequence whereof the Sah-
bath is desecrated to an enormous extent,
the young and fising generation likely to
perish for the lack of religi \us instruction,
and the public, if not the private worship
of God, all byt neglected:  That several
Providential circumstances at the present
time have encouraged your Memorialists to
hope for a Speedy amendment of such a
state of things, and with a view to the real-
ization of this hope they have resolved to
become bound for and pay the sum of fity
pounds currency per annum in name of
stipend to a suitable and acceptable minister,
if permanently settled among’t them. Your

emorialists are fully aware that the yearly
sum above mentioned is smal| ; but, while it
is all they could consider themselves justi-
fied in promising under their present cir-
Cumstances, they humbly hope, nay, firmly
believe that, if ap efficient minister were
Permanently rettled amongat them, their
strength would soon be augmented by pres-
ent adherents becoming members, waverers
becoming steady adherents, and hy many
from other denominations, and fro'n no de-
nomination at all, joiningtheir ‘ranks,’in pro-
portion to which increase the congreceation
would be rendered able, as they are willing,
to increase 1he salary, or otherwise to pro-
mote the comforts and improve the accom-
modation of thejr ¢ pastor.”  The Preshy.
tery directed the Clerk to assure the Me.
morialists of their deep sympathy with them,
and in the meantime instructed Mr, Gibson,
of Galt, to preach in Woolwich on two Sab-
baths at an early date,

An application for a minister from Port
Elgin, County of Bruce, was then taken up.

he Preshytery folt deeply grieved that it
was utterly out of theijr power to supply
immediately the spiritual wants of our peo-
plein this i'ntere~ting part of the Province ;
but resolved not to overlook their claims and

to provide them ay oo as possible with
the Ordinances of Grace,
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