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.THE LOO0-CHOO MISSI0

w Tye mission originated with Livut, Iurbert Johs
Clifford, R. N., wlio was on board the Lyra, when, in
181G, that ship, in company with the Alceste, wsited
the great Loo-Choo Island on tbe occasion of Lord
Ambetst’s embassy to China. During their six wecks’
stay at the great Loo-Choo Island, where they were
hospitably received by the natives, Licutenant Clifford
had frequent intercourse with thew ¢ but being at this
tinte, a6 he himeell states, in unbelief, he omitted the
opportunity of making known to them the truth asit
isin Josus. Iaving subsequently become deeply im-
pressed with divine truth, be endeavoured for nearly
fiteen years to prevail upon some of the great Mis-
sionaty Societies to establish & mission in Loo-Chioo
sad, failing to do s0, he, with a few other naval offi-
cers, en:ablisigd, in the year 1845, the * Loo-Clico
Naval Mimion Sufficient funds hasing been raised,
they sent ot Dr. Bettelheim with his wife (an English
woman) to Loo-Choo. Dr. Bettelheim is a Jow, born
in Pesth in Hungary, and was educated and practiced
as & physivian ; but about seven years before his en-
gagement with the committes he had been converted
to Christianity, and bad been employed in suissionary
work among the Jews and Gentiles.

st Dr. Bettelbeim arrived at Hong-Kong in January
1846, and at L00-Cboo on the 2nd of May following;
and preached his first sermon in Loo-Chooan on the
16th November 1846-—thus acquiring in the course of
nine months tho knowledge of a new language, in ad-
dition"to the ten or twelve languages be bad praviously
mastored. The Loo-Chooun language is stated by the
Bishop of Victoria, in the narrativa to which reference
will hereafter be made, to be identical with or a mere
dialect of the Japaness, and to be pollysyllabic with a
rich vooabulary ; which latter quality is incressed by
the great number of Chinese terms which have been
engrafted on the original tongue. 1t is representod as
not very difficult of attainment to a European of ordi-
nary diligence. Its affinity to the Japanese is shown
by Dr. Bettelbeim’s having beeun able to preach to and
make bimself understood by¥the Japanese sailors who
bave visited the island. He bas translated parts of the
Scripture and of the Liturgy of the Church of England,
and compiled a Grammar and a Dictionary, of this laa-
zuage, thereby pioneering the way for future labourers.

« ¢« The Governmestof the rountry (the Bishop of
Victoria observes) appears to consist in a grievous
oligarchy of kiterati immediately dependent on Japan.—
They look toit,and not to China, for protection in time
ofneed.” The Loo-Chooans, bowever, have a tradition
that it was through the infloence of China that Loo-
Choo was raised to the dignity of a separate kinzdom
In token of vasralagre, avery new king receives a fcrmay
investiture from a Clinese officer, specially deputed
and sent for that purpose from Foo-chow, to which
city also a bicnnial tribute junk issent from Loo Choo.
The soldiers and garrison are Japanese, and part of the
trade between China and Japan passes through Loo
Choo. The inference o be drawn from these facts un-
doubtedly is that, while Loo-Choo nominally belongs to
China, it i3 virtually under the dominion of Japan.

<t The system cf reserve and distance pursued to-
wards Dr. Bettelheim by the Loo-Chooan Government,
and under their infiucnee, by the pecple, harmonizes
with the general policy of the Japancse Government
towards all foreizners. Rather than admit of a fair in-
tercourse, they find inm with & house and part of his
provitions, and sopply hitn with scrvants; and bave at
the same time sct a guard and erccteda quard house or
Lut near the eatrance to his residence; and in onler
these persons should not be converted, the servants and
sruards, or todzies, have heen repeatedly changed. To
these bowever, Dr. Bettelheim has perseveringly preach-
ed the Gospel, a0 1hat the very ateps taken todefeat the
spread cf the knawle dze of the truth among the n.atives
may, with Goul's blessing, Lave the contrary effect. Dr.
Bettelheim reposts thatour of theee gnards, named Sat-
chi Hama. has suifered wartyrdowm in the cause of
Christ, of which a fell aerouut will be found in the ex-
t-acts from his Journalin tl.e Appendix.”

« We have nlready noticed the visit of the Bishop of
Victoria inthe Reynnrd, v en diving an account of his
journals, whi ki were published last year.  The Report
Locson 10 a3 that—

« The visit of the Reynand has, weare happy to sy,
heen followed hv that of the Sphinx (Captain Shadwell,
. N.) in February 1852, On this occasion Captain
Shadwell'was 2 dmitted into the royal city, where be
dlelivered a lettur from Lord Palmerston to the Regett,
who with bis Minnsters received the same instate. The

following is the lo'tr felivere =n that occasion :—

.~

« ¢ Her Mnjesty’s Government huving learned with
regret that a system of annioyance and persecution has
been practised towands Dr. Bettelheim, apparently for
the purposs of compelling him to leave J.oo-Choo, lave
acvordingly deenied it advisable to despatch a ship of
war on a friendly and amicable mission to Loo-Choo, in
order to ascertain the actual position of Dr. Bettelheim,
as well as to afford him that countenance and support
to which, as a British subject he is fully entitled. The
British Goverument cannot comply with the request of
the Loo-Choo authoritics that the missionary Bettelheim,
should be removed from the island, since he has com-
mitted no offence which can require that be should be
remaved ; and on the contrary his good conduct entitles
him to protection and good treatment, These her Ma.
justy’s Government fully relies on tha Loo-Choo autho-
rities not withholding from him; and for the purpose of
ascertaining that that missionary is treated with kind-
ness aud hospitality by the Loo-Choo autlioritices, » Bri-
tish ship of war, from time to time, will visit their is-
lands. ¢

# During the conference which tovk place on the
presentation of the letter, respecting the affairs of Dr.
Bettelbeim, tho Loo-Choo authorities expressed most
friendly intentions towards him. Indeed, he reports,
that since the visit of the Reynard in October 1850, his
potition has been much improved, and that his medical
labours bave been eminently successful during the pre-
valence of the small pox. A deputation from the com-
mittee Lad an interview with Lord Malmesbury (the
then Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire), in July
last, when they notonly obtained permission to publish
the above despatch, but also received the assurance of
Lis lordship that ber Majesty's Government would give
full effect to Lord Palmérston’s imstructions.

“ From the commencement of this mission down to
the beginning of the year 1852, its affairs were con-
ducted almost exclusively Ly Lieutenant Clifford,®
who acted as one of its secretaries, and. iesided at Tre-
iwore in the oounty of Waterford, where-be-wad edgag-
o in the Coest Guard service ; and by Couimander
Downes, who ‘acted as the other secretary, and lived
at Nottinghill nesr London.- The committes consisted
of naval officers, many of whot wers actively employ-
od in acuve service, or resided at a distance, 50 that
they could only be consulted through the miedium of
the Tost office. This state of things was 0 incouveni-
ent that, in the summer of 1850, Captain Coote, R. N.
ome of the committee; endeavoured, bit in wain, to
forma committee of maval'oficers in London.
‘mark to a friend was, that if ‘Lieuf¢..ont Clifford and
Captain Dowpes were to die or be i«i3 wide, the mis-
sion must fall to the ground. Wkt * uptain Coote bad
alluded to, as possible, in part took place. In the early
part of the year 1852, Captain Downes was taken to
his res?, and Lieutenar.t Clifford w.: incapacitated by
serious illness from attending toany business whataver;
but the result anticipated by Captain Coote did not,
blessed La God, follow : the Lord baving, in His Pro-
vidence, pre-arranged all things for the carrying on of
the mission.

“ In August, 1851, Dr. Bettelheim had addressed a
letter to an individual residing in London, to whom he
was wholly unknown, entreating his assistance. This
letter Jed to the reconstruction of the committee by
the addition of naval officers and laymen resident in
London. The now committee thus formed immediate-
ly adopted measure:s for obtaining increased subscrip-
tions and suitable men to join Dr. Bettellieim in the
niission. It was in the brief space of a fortnight which
clapsed between their first and second meeting that it
pleased the Lond 1o witbdraw Livutenant Clifford from
the work and to take to Himsclf Captain Downes.—
The committee opened a correspondence with, and
sought the advice of, the Bishop of Vicloria, who bas
not only become a patron of the Society, and contri-
buted to its funds, hut has ulso placed bimself at the
head of a corresponding committee at Hong Koag, and
urged the London committee to send out two tission-
aries not later than in April next, whom he proposes to
erdain and accompany to L.oo Choo at the time of hié
making ajourncy of visitation to Ningpo, and, if cir
cumstances will permit, be hopes during his visit to or-
dain Dr. Bettelheim. Of Dr. Bettelheim the bishop,
in his introduction to the narrative referred 10, says :

% He possesses many qualifications for bis work : is
an able linguist, possesses preatenergy of mind, is inde-
fatigable in his labours, and has braved many triaisand
surmounted much opposition, checred by the one hope
of being permitted to diffuse the Gospel in Yoo Choo.
and through Loo Cheo to the tccluded and Lenightcd
empire of Japan.”

P

% Son ¢! 1Le late Dr Citfford, U iq. sieval Hosptal
Halifax. :

His re- .

4 1lis lordship’s testimiony in favour of Mrs. Bette I-
heim towards the closs of his interesting narrative is in
10 less glowing terms. Ele speaks of her ae 0die who
in all tho fervent yet unostentatious zeal of a Chyis -
tian heroine, bears unconiplainingly, yea, rajoices ar-
dently in euffering privation and exile, borne in the
noblest of enterprises, humbly treading in the footsteps
of Hin inost Licssed exawmple, who, ¢ for the joy that was
set before I1im, endured tho cross, despising the shame,
and issutdown at the right band of the throne of God.”

“ This devoted pair have for nearly seven long years
“borne the burden and heat of the day’ alone, during

which period Mrs. Bettelhelm has sean the face of but
one Englishwoman, and that ouly for a few days.
Their children are growing up to an age when they
require {o be placed at some scheol, away from the
mannera and habits of the heathen. Not only does the
mission require to be strengthened, but an opportunity
should be afforded to Dr. Bettolbeim to superiatend at
Hong Kong the printing of his translations, and the
placing of bis elder children in the care of such as may
be willing to take charge of them. It is; therefore,
proposed at once to raise additional funds and send
forth additional labourers.”

We need not add anything more to recoounend this
Society. The Report speaks foritself. But it requires
to be known—especially at this season of the .,
when we are afraid that it will not have its claims ad-
vocated atany public anniversary held by its sup-
porters. .

¥ouths’ Derpavtment.

Bors Mmxp Your Mornxr—Come, boys, bhers iu
astory for vou. I want you all4o come together and
listen. 1 was aboy onoe, and I recollect how boys feel.
Tama man now,but I have had as much to do with
boys as I have bad with men. - :

1 suppose you all'have'a mother. What I weat to tell
‘you is, how you ouglt 90 tréat yar 'mother. When I
was'n boy, no larger- than you ars, my'mtuer 2eed to
tell me that she nover knew any one to prasper who did
ot tredt his mother well.  Sbe said that when she wes
young she knew ‘séveral children who did not henor
‘their mothers, and they a'l came 0 a bad éud..

There weressveral boys among my acquaintasces,
‘wbom I' knew to have discbeyed and ill-treated their
\| mothers. I thoeght I'wodld remember thewm, and.sen
‘bow-they tursed oat:in the world. I should think it
~was as much as fiteen yearsago. 1 willcall these boys
“Williams, George, and Herbert. I remember as dis-
tinctly as though it was but yesterday. They were
class-mates at cchool. I renember their mother pee-
fectly well, for many a play-afternoon bave I passed at
their house.

Willism wag s very pleasant boy, and a fine acholar.
One afternoon 1 was ut his fatber’s bouse. We were
playing on the green in front of the door. William's
motber stepped upon the door stone and called him.
We were busily engaged in play with some otber boys.
William took no notice of bis niother’s call.—After she
bad spoken several times, ho stopped a moment to hear
what his mother had to say.

“] want you to go dowa to the sbop and carry this
box to vour father,” said his motber.

“But 1 doa't want to go, mother.”

“ Well, you must go.”

“ But I'm playing, and Ican’t go.”

“ William, Itell you you wmust go; for your fatber
must have this immediately.”

Just then one side of the party who were playing
ball had beaten the other. William heard tbe merry
hurrs, and exclaimed, ¢ Well I won't go—there” He
picked upa stick, and throwing it at his mother, ran
eagerly cff to join the victors. I turuedjust in timeto
see the stick fali from his mother’s dress, and to see how
sad she looked as slic went into the hotise.

I never buiore saw a boy strike-his mother,.and it
made me feel so0.badly that I could mot play. 11told
the boys 1 believed 1 mustgo home. I thoughtI would
always remember William, and see if be prospered,

Porbaps it would have been better if. William's mo-
ther Lad spoken mcore kindly to.him, but that was mo
excuse for him,, ‘But what I want to tell you is, what
bocame of bim. Before be prew up be was taken very
sick, and after many years of great suffering be .died.

The next boy was Ggorge.  His motherindulged bhim
very much.  She uscd o let-Lim do pretty.much as bv
chos¢, and any thige be wauted she was-sure to do for
hitn, but any thing she waatod be was sure notto.do it
for her. 1n fact,-be séemed Lo havo far luss yogard fo-
his other thian for an older scbolar, who veed 1o be a
leader.inall our spotts.  1le never ‘minded any bing
bis wother said 10 him, and lis mwothermight: as:irell
have talked to the currant bushes in the gerden, as have




