THE IMPLEMENT TRADE.

BINDER. TWINE. .

The following ltems onf binder twine
are from the Farm lmplement journal
ol Minncapolis:

Fibie prices continue firm nnd twine
prives follow the fibre quotations, To

. shhlow how closely the demand for fibre
is vanuing to thg stocks on  hand the
followlng figures are taken from a
New York broker's report for Dec. 1:
The stock of sisal lomp in the hands
of importers and speculators in the
United States on that dato was 2,829
bales, and the prica quoted was 81-2
to &5-3¢; Dee. 1, 1598 the stack of sis:
al hemp in the hands of Importers nnd
speculators was 73,146 hales, and the
quoted price G cents. On the sama

» date the stock of manila hewp in 1899
wiag 704 bales, aud itho price quoted
14 1.1 20 14 1% in 1893, the stock
on land was 14,905 bales., and the
quoted price 61-4c.

Thero has  been cousiderable talk
abieud the ute of New Zealkind hemp fov
the manufacture of twine next season,
but it is not comnsidered practical by
twine men, and manufacturers Jdo not
scem to regurd the plan  of mixing
New Zealand and manila,. or New Zea-
land and sisal, witix much favor. Thero
scems o be a difference of opinion,
also. with reference to the amount of
manufactured twine carried over, ‘Che
estimates on such stocks run from 20),-
a00 to 30,000 tous. A majority of
dealers would prefer to handle fresh
stocks, but o great quantity of this
carried over twino will be placed
thirough brokers, who will undoubtediy
e i1r 1 position to shade prices some-
wit for the purpose of clcaning up.
Quetations for siew twine have not
changed. and prices are uot guaran.

tced.  The quotations rnling in the
open market are ag follows:

i . Cents.
Cisal, 500 fcebiciiee ce coenee o 1112
Standard, 500 feet .. . % e 1131-2
Manilia, GO0 feetr. ot cvoaee woo coveee 1412

Pure manila, 630 feet.. ... ... 16

Add a quarter of o cent & pound for
less than car lots.

Dealers in binder twine generally
stem disposcd to take advantage of
present conditions in thé wmarket to
abolish the guarantee clause in bind-
cr twine contracts. It is known that
with bug two or three exceptions, the
handlers of binder twitg in cvery part
ol the country are rcfusing to make
the guarantee claugera part of their
centracts under any ceonditions what-
cver. Manufacturers and jobbors have
long regarded this clause as ubnoxious,
and have Loen merely walting a lav-
orable opportunity to rebol agatnst
its urther uso. Lb is entirely 2 one-
slded affaiy, practically amounting to
the jobler waiving all right to in-
creased  compensation shwuld prices
advance. and agrecing to shoulder the
Icsses shiould prices decline. No such
abgurd agreement as this is expected
ch ohicr lines, and no Letter oppor-
tunity for freeing thenselves from this
rule wiil ever Dbe presented to  the
twine trade.

e oy

NEW FREIGHT CLASSIFICATIONS.

The change u frelgat clacsifications
which  gwor Into  effect Jan. 1 apd
Jan. 15 will mean & declded advance
in raws ou vehicles and implements.
It Is as wmuell the rcduction of the
minimum  carload welziit on vehieles
ay the lugner classiftcation which coa-
tributes 1o this result. The reduced
minimum i equevaleus o at advause
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in ratee of U per cent, and will add
frem $20 to $26 per car oa vehlvles
brought [rum eastern points to thoe
Mississipp river.

Thoe trunk. line committee, represent-
ing the eastern 1alrouds has an-
ounctd thot on Jan. 1 a.s italuural
implemnents will be advanced oune class.
Ay chanee will affece sobht car load
and less tuawn  car wad  shipments.
Alsey  the  speefal  rates  leretolore
granteli o goods returned lo mata-
facturers for repairs wiit  be wWithe
drawi. and such shipneents hereaflter
wili take regular rales. As the jurly-
dletiorr o the frank sine conunmittee
is limited to the territory east of
Buffalo N. Y., thls  ruiingz will oot
affect any great pereentagre of  the
goode  shipped into  tite  Northwest;
and though some parte of tvhe sup-
pliex for this section come from within
the territory affected most of themn are
shipyed by the water voute. The pro-
nulgatior ol  tits ordee will imposa

on the freight and classification
committoe of the National
Assoclation of  Agricuitural and

Vehicle Mauunfacturers an unexpected
burden. The reasonable contention of
the manufacturers of implements hasg
been that with an inercased tonnage
they were entitled to o more liberal
rate, and the freight cominittee of the
npational ascociation has labored to
that end with good results, The ac-
tion of the eastern raiiroads seem to
indicate their beliel that the heavier
the shipments the more the shipper
shonld be made to pay, proportivunte.
iy, for the service, and some of the
work of the committee must be done
over. President Mellen, of the North.
ern Pacific rallroad, is reported to have
said receantly that the heavy tralfic
with which the railroads were now
favored wmade it possible to retain a
higher rate for transportation, und
the roads were thus able to make geod
carnings. This presaged the move on
the part of tho western lines in ac.
cord with the preccdent established by
ihe trunk line committee, For MMr.
Mellen is sald to have stated, also that
a uniform classification on freight was
not feasible, because of the different
conditions in dltferent sections of the
country. As the now classification in
the east brings the two sections closer
together s¢ 1ar as this point s con-
cerned the western classification com-
wittee has decided to put agricultural
implements up a noteh, just to emphas.
ize the difference in  conditions b
tiweent the east and the west.

Tho Great Northern Rallway put in.
toeffect on December 8 o new schedule
ol freight rates, affectiug the entire
Northwestern territory within 800
milea of tho Twin Cities. Minnceapolis
and St. Paul have always teon enabled
to elip goods into this territory on
what was called 2 distributing rate,
somewhat lower than tho rate accord.
od the small towns located aloug thy
line. Some timo ago the citles of
Targe and Grand Yorks, N. D, and
Crookston, Minn, weore granted this
samo distributing rate, and on tho
daza above namod the Great Northern
issucd a schodulo which grants tuls dis.
tributing rate to all polnts on tho lino
within 800 miles of thq terminuals. The
reduesion 18 eguivalont 10 frope 10 te
20 per cent. Tho change alfects {irst,
secony, third and fourth class f{refghts,
Articles carriod under special com.
modity rates are not affected.- -Farm
Implements, Minnoapolis.

INPLEMENT TRADE NOTES.
The proposed combination of thresh-
ing macliine companies in the United
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States has fallen thirough owlng to op-
position of some of the leading inanu-
acturers.

North Dakota Implement dealersarvc
organiging for tho purpose of buylny
and reeelving their stocks more advant
agously. A eoting  was jeld in
Grand IForks recently for thls purpose.
Single purchases of goods for the en-
tire group of dealers will be made.

United Stutes plow manufacturers
have not yet anuounced the 21-2 per
cent. advance oh pricest of thelr goods
which was predicted for bec. 15, but
unless tliere is an, early change in the
raw material  market they will be
obliged to make a change In that
direction. .

13 is sald that sincy tho threshing
machlie makers of the United States
lnve fajlel  to  affect  their pro-
posed combination, they will induige
in somo keen price cutting this season,
and alrendy there aro preliminary
sigue of this In the shape of specinl
prices. ierms and discounts for future
deliveries,

The manufactwmers of the Racycle
bicycle, made at Middletows, Qiio, are
orguamizing a company at Torouto,
where they will cstablish a Canadian
branch (actory. This s a well known
high grad2 wheel, which has had a con-
slderabe salle in Canada, A. C. McRae
will bandie the wheel in Winnipoeg this
year,

Tho Siudobaker Bros. Manufactur-
g Compauy, of Soutly Bend, Iad., re-
cently mado a shipment of 300 wag-
ons to Le used for transportation nur-
poses and ambulance wagons. by the
British army in South Africa. The
wagous aro built very mach like the
wagons bulls in the American army,
and have o carryug capacity of 6,500
pounds. The order was recelved about
three monthis ago, and was accompan-
ird by specilications as to what was
nceded: bus to facilitate shipment  the
agent cf the British goverunment suy.
stitunted sowme of thq features of the
wrmy wagon us used in this country
in place of the requirements demand.
cd by the original speclfications.—
Farm Implements.

Jobbers report that the vehicle fac-
lories of the United States are ex-
credingly busy at this time suys Farm
Implements of Minneapolis, and they
tind it more difficult to securo promps
shipments of vehicles than cver  e-
ferve in the bistory of the business. This
is perhaps due, to somo extent, 1o the
fact that the demand for wheeled
~wehicles  continue beeause of 2 lack of
suow. DBut it is mainly due to the
fact that farmers generally are iIn
pcod financfal siape, aud able to in-
dulge in such Juxuries as buggies, «te.,
on account of tho threo good crops
shiey have had in succession,~und the
falr prices recelved. The advance in
prices of velicles has apparently lit-
tle éffect ont the demand,. as dealers
believo 18 i3 to thelr interest to have
astock of freslupew goods rather than
gcods carried over from previous scu-
gous which might be bought at low-
er prices. Experionce hins taught thas
ittls 250t the cheapest velieles, but the
the most attractive line of work, ils.
played In the most attractive manney
to show style and [inishi that attracts
tlurs bulk o thy vehicle trade. It wag
foared  the demand for vehicles
weuld be light during tho preseut sea-
soit, becauso of an exceedingly wet
spring i 1899, but-if orders to dato
avo a fair criterton; tho velilcle busi-
ness of 1900 willt be the heaviest in

- tho history of ‘the trade.



