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Idmonton, and about 550 miles no:zth of Win.
nipeg. It is near tho fitty.ninth parallel of lati-
tude, or in nearly the samo latitude as Church-
ill, on Hudson Bay. There is no reqular set-
tlement in this distant northern region, and
agriculture has been confined to oxperiments at
‘he mission stations among tho Indians or at
Indiun trading posts. It isclained that wheat
has been succesefolly grown at somo of theso
mission stations for years, and the fact that a
flour mill is to be established at a station so far
uorth as \ ermillion, indicates that tho mission
peoploe have faith in the capabilities of the
country. Small flour mills have proviously
been cetablished at somo of *hose mission sta-
tions north of the Saskatchewan, and tho In.
dians aro, being taught to cuitivate the soil ;
but this is the moat northerly mill yet under-
taken It wheut can be successfully grown
as far north as Vermillion, the wheat area of
Westera Canada will be shown to be even
vaster than has been calculated upon n the
past,

THE PROKIBITION WAVE

A prohibition wave appears to be sweeping
over the country. Manitoba firat voted favor-
ably to prohibition, n a plebiscite taken upon
the questiou, by a iarge majorily, Recently
a vote was taken in the large provinoe of
Oantario, with a similar result, Now Nova
Scotin follows, with a vote of four to one in
favor of prohibition. WWith these expressions
of the popular will in favor of prohibition, it
seems probable that an effort will be made
to put some sort of a prohibitory measure in
force, regardless of the difficulties which have
always veen exoerienced in securing support
for such laws, where they have becn experi-
mented with, In Canada at the present time
there is a conflict of opinion as to the juris-
diction of the federal and provincial govern.
ments in the matter of liquor legislation. As
svon as thivy point is settled, it seems p-ob-
able that legielation will be enacted in some
of the provinces in the direction of prohibi
tion or the greater restriction of the li,juor busi-
ness. In Qantario, the provincial pramier has
already prumised a deputatino of extreme
teetotalers that as soon as the question of
jurisdiction issettled by the courts, his goveran-
ment will take action to the full exteatof their
authority, in restricting or prohtbitiog the busi-
ness. From the federal government the pro-
hibitionists have not been able to abstract any
promises, though they were receatly at Ottawa
in great strength. Premier Thompson told
them that the government would not do any-
thing this session, and that nothing would be
done until the report of the commission, which
is now enquiring iato the question, had been

resented. This commiesion has been at work
or a year, and will ro doubt prescat a very

voluminous report, which is likely to be of a
uon-committal nature.

In tho Senatc at Ottawa last week Mr.
Roulton moved for a return containing a sched-
ule of the passenger and freight rates of the
Canadian Pucific railway, including rates from
St. Paul, Minneapolia and the seaboard. He
claimed that the rates were too high; that
the Canadian Pacific railway should wait for

rofits until the population of Manitobu was
tive or six times greater and that the govern-
ment should take action to lessen the rates,

Far Trade News.

Tho Commorcial gavo the cable report at the
time, showing the percentage of prices realized
at tho Hudson Bay Co.'s March fur sales.
Following shows the prices roalized at the
March sales in sterling monoy - Sulver fox,
dark firsts, Yo:kfort, 82 ; Moose River, 41 ;
Esquimaux Bay, 102; Canada, 28 ; Northwest,
£39. Middliog firats, Yorkfort, 20; M. R., 21;
E. B, 28; Canada, 20; N. W., £23 Palo first,
Ye.kfort, 16 ; M. R, 14; E. B. 16; (‘anada,
17; N W, ¢l Seconds, various sections,
£16 to £208.  Fishor, large, Yorkfore, 38; M,
R., 63; Caoada, 45 shillings. Small, Yorkfort,

5333 M. R.. 59 ; Canada, 60 shillings.  Pale,
largo and small, 28 to 35 shillings.  Seconde,

29 10 314 shillings. Thirda, 21 to 20 shillings.
Octer, firats, largo, Yorkfort, 48 ; brown, 41
small, 35; M. R., large, 60; small, 57 ; LS. M.,
large, 73; F. G , 79; Cavada, large, 59 ; small,
53 shillings. Secunds, Yorkfort, large, 41;
amall, 31; M. R, large, 55 ; small, 51; E. M.,
large, 65 ; small, 56 ; F. G, large, 66 to 71 ;
Canada, large, 53; small, 13; N. W, 1arge, 32;
small, 26 shilungs. 'Thirds, Yorkfort, large,
27; small, 18; M. R., large, 20} ; small, 23; F.
M., large, 33; small, 20; F, G., large, 35 ;
small, 26 ; Canada, large, 30; small, 20;
N. W., large, 253; amall, 12 shillings.
Cubs, all sections, 9 <o 12 shilliogs;
Blue fox, firsts, 76 to120; seconds, 50; thirds,
20 shillings. Cross fox, firsts, Yarkfort, 125
to 170; M.R., 130; E B. 140; Canada; 48; N.WV,,
32 shilling, Pale tirsts, 34 to 37 shillinges. Sec-
onds, Yorkfort, 38 to 100; M.R., 524; E.B,,
50%: Canada, 35; N.W., 38 shillings. Thirds,
Yorkfort, 28; M R., 33; E.B., 36; Canadu, 21;
N.W., 25 shillings. White fox, firsts York-
fort, 10 10 113; L.W.R., 10 to 114; E.B., 11}
to 13 shillings. Greasy, No. 1, all sections, 93
t0 11}, and %10. 2, 8 to 8} shillings. Seconds,
all sections, 8 to 103 shillivgs. Thirds, all
sectione, 5} to 7 shillings. Red fox, firsts,
dark, Yorkfort, 11}; M.R., 17. E.B., 17¢;
Canads, 11; N. W., 12} shillings. Firsts, me
dium, Yorkfort, 10; M.R, 14}; E.B,, 16; Czn-
ada, 9 shillings. Fusts, pale, 93 to 11}
shillings. ~ Firsts, greasy, Yorkfort, 103;
M.R., 16; E B., 14; Canada, 103 shillings,
Seconds, all sections, 8% to 10% shillings. Thirds,
ali sections, 6 to 7¢ shillings. Kitt Fox, York.
fort, 26 pence. Skunk, first cased, Yorkfort,
5} ; open, 5; Canada cased, 43 shillings.
Seconds, cased Yorkfort, 3}; do., open, 3 shil-
lings. Mink, large, first, Yorkfort, 01} ; small
do., 53; M. R., lavge, 9 ; small do, 83 ; E. B,
do, do, 73 to 11} ; Canada, do, do, 6} to 9§
shillings. Seconas, Yorkfort, 5} to 53; M. R.,
43; E. B., 53; Canada, 4.10; W. W,, 3.11 shil.
lings. Beaver, Northwest, seconds, 11} to 25;
thirds, 5% to 18 shillings. Badger, Yorkfort,
1) to 77 shillings. Wolf, large firats, 74 to 20;
seconds, large, 73; firats, white, 63; firats, blue,
77; small, fissts, 74; small, seconds, 4} 105}
shillings. Wolverine, open, firats, 23 to 27;
open, seconds, 12 to 153; cased, firsts, 14 to 15;
eased, seconds, 104 to 11) shillings. Hair geal,
large, 44; middling, 37; small 26 pence. Musk-
rat, firsts, large, 773; firsts, small, 32; eeconds,
21 to 49 ; thirds, 20 ; fourths, 2} shillings.
Black bear, rough, 1,10 to 255; low, 90 to 160;
woolly; 125 to 215; thirds, 22} to 29; fourth,
6 to G} shillings. White bear, 724 to 165 shil-
lings. Brown bear, firsts, light, 280; firsts,
dark, 285; woolly, 220 to 265; seconds, rovgh,
135 to 1624; thirds, 22 shilliogs. Marten,
large, Yorkfort, 16; M.K.R,, 14; M R, 141;
E.M., 40; F.G., 38%; E.B., 29; Canada, 93;
N.W., 14}: smsall, do, 7§ to 214 shillings; pale,
do, from 77 to 12 shillings; small, pale, York
fort, 7¢: M KR, 74; M R. 6}; KM, 83; E.
B, 7}; Canada, 53; N.W., 7; scconds, all sec
tions, 6} to 14 shillings; thirds, all seotious, 53
to 10} shillings. Lyox, large, Yorkfort, 17;
Canada, 17; N.\V., 16% shulings* middling,
Yorkfort, 12§; Canada, 13}; N W, 147 shil
lings; small, Yorkfort, 94; Canata, 104; N.'V,
10§ shilliogs; large, five, 17 to 21 zhillings;

Yorkfort, 114; seconds, all sections, 93 to 14}
;ihilling; thirds, all sections, 94 to 10 shil-
ngs.

The London corcespondent of the Now York
Fur Trado Review, writing on March 12, says:
‘*‘The deprossion in tho trado during the last
six months has had its effert upan the auvct vas
now being held, and although easier prices wero
expected, somo of the articles have declined
very much more than was at all anticipated ;
for instance, marten, which has been in pretty
good requost all last soason here and has a fair
prospect for another run this yoear, to docline
forty per cont , which sume of the good skins
have, {s a very big drop indeed. The commoner
skins, howover, have not come down so much,
on tho average the decline upon seconds and
thirds is about twenty per cent, Une of the
best artioles at these sales is boar, whioch has
maictaived tho high prices cstiblished last
year, and although prices wero a little easier
at the Hudeon Bay Company’s sale, when the
quality of the skios is taken tnt) consuderation
they aro decidedly firmer than last spring. C.
M. Lawpson & Co’s ssle of bears has taken
place this day and pdices have 1uled very high,
ono lot of large, dark grizcly skins fetching the
ectraordinary figure of 280s por skin, and there
was & very spirited demand for all the good
lots offered. Lynx, on a:count of the large
quantity comiog forward and the demand not
being very brisk, had a drop of about thirty
per cent. Wolverine was very much negleated,
and io the Hudson Bay Company’s sale had o
big drop of over fifty per cont, The samo may
be said of the musk.ox, these having declined
shout the same rate. Ia the minor eales last
waek a very unsatisfactory result was experi.
onced. Many of the French and German buy-
ers not having arrived, a greater part of the
goods offered had to be withdrawn. Theso sales
mostly comprised Australian opassum, wallaby,
wombat and Thibet coats, crosses and skins ;
also some parcels of slink lamb crosses, which
sold at the ridiculously low price o™ 31 9d to 4s
per cross, most of these goods costing from 12s
to 153, Thibet crosses—Only the good ones
wero in demand, aud fetched 463 to 433, good
Thibet skins 78 6d to 8s 31, and some very fine
Thibet coats changed hands at 87s 81 und 95s.
The fow lots of goat rugs that sold prices re-
mained about the same as our quotations last
month, the ownera preferring ta withdraw the
goods rather thau take lower prices.”

Winnipeg Clearing Huage.
Clearings for week ending April 5, were
$781,226; balances, $127,831. For the pre-
vious week clearings were §607,556,
Following are the returns of other Canalian
clesring houses for the weeks ended on the
dates given :

Clearings.

March 20th. Macch £2ad.

Montreal ............ $9,449,163 $10,116,5'6
Toronto . ......... ... 3,820,536 5,018,178
Halifax .......c.c00ue 882,553 1,047,680
Winuipeg 607,556 824,174
Hamilton .. ......... 572,944 584,855
Total .......... 316,241,752 $17,591,733

Live Stncﬁﬂarket.

At the Moatreal stock yards at Duint St.
Charles the receipts of live stock at these yards
for week ending March 31 were:—Cattle, 317;
sheop, 319 ; hogs, 325 ; calves, 233 ; left over
from previous week, 16 cattle ; total for week,
357 cattle, 319 sheep, 325 hogs, 233 calves ; on
hand 13 cattle. Trade in geueral during the
weck was good, the supplies not being extra
heavy everything was cleaned out at fair prices
The supply of hogs feil off considerably, thus
relieving the market, which closed firm, 5cents
best value, Sheep, lamnbs and calves of good
quality selt well. We qunte the following as
being fair values:—Cattle, butchers’, good
3% to 4c; medium, 3 to 34c; calls, 24 to 3c.
lambs, 4} to 43c; hogs, 43 to Sc; calves. §2

middling, fine: 143 to 17} shillings; open, ; to $10.



