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THE COMMERCIAL.

Cheap Machinery,

One of the reasons why much of our trade
has feft us is chieapuess. English engineciscan
turn out better work than the engineers of auny
othet nction if they choose to do so, but the
competition which has grown np, during the
last fow yeass particularly, hos been so seveie
that a very large, and we are afraid an increas-
ing number of firms have in the stiugglo to
make cnds mect at low prices gradually let
down the quality of their productions until
they can uo longer bo classed oven as of medium
quality.  Monufacturers never make a geeater
error than when they sacrifice quality, and ia
severe competition snould cease to seck orders
which will not pay unless quality be szerificed,
for it is almost axiomatic that a firm's character
is ruled not by their best but by their worst
quality of work, so that if once a nanufactuter
stoops to low qualitics of work he is doomed to
remaia there.

As a proof of this i3 it not a fact today that
our busiest firms are those noted for invariable
good guality * and are not the low quality men
all struggling together in the rush for the poor.
er cluss of work? We have Lknown many in-
stances of individual firns who for long were
known as one quality mey, and yet who in per.
baps the push of bad times have been tempted
to take cheap orders, This has been their
dowafull. The cheap orders have demoralized
the men, and the low tone once eatering is difii-
cult to eradicate, and workmen say to each
other, “Oh! this will do; it's only such and
such an order,” and the result coften 1s that
even with all its cheapaess the article turned
oot does not even secure a3 good 2 quality as
its price warrented.  Perhaps if it had been
finished no wmae than its price it would have
given satisfuction, but it has not been so fin-
ished ; it has been robbed of its poor birthright,
and perhaps being sent abroad, it has {o com-
pete with the work of the foreigner.  Now the
fo-eiganer is just at prescnt putting forth his
best cfforts to compete with our poor cfforts,
and of cource comes off the victor. 1 English
engineers are to bold tacir cwn they must sim-
ply do as they used to do, end make the words
Zoglich avd good synovymous terms,  We are
here fiuding fault with cheapness per se, for we
all know that it is less cxpensive o baild an
engine now than it was formerly.  We speak
oW more especially of what may be termed
wholesale work, which is reproduced in hun-
dreds. Ia thisclass modern machinery has
cheapened production in many ways, and the
fiaal price of the manufactured artecle may
legitimately be correspondingly reduced.

Ecoaomically also it is wrong to employ la
bor in producing bad articles, for to put 20s.
worth of labor upon the same value of raw
material, to vesult in 2 40s. article, is lesy ccoo-
omical than putting the same labor upon raw
maserial of the value of 30s., for which perlays
603. will be finally obtaired. 1t is often said
that the wages of forcign nations, being less,
they are better able to »roduce cheaply than
ourselves. This is perhaps true, butitisa
fact daily becoming less burdentome to ws, for
with the spread of knowledge upon the Euro-
rean continent workmen are becoming tnore

alive to theirtrue pesition, and shortor hours
with higher weges cannot long bo withhold,
It is surprising that such is not even nowa
more burning question. Even in Awerica,
where it might be supposcd a kaowledge would
have ero this spread of the short hours of work
in this country, wo find twelve honrs a day to
be thorule.  We are not amongst those who
think that a setura to Jonger hours will beseea.
‘Tie tendency of the day is to chort howrs, and
if the woild’s production goes on increasing as
it has done of late, tho greatest question will
soon be *“What is to be done with our produc.
tions?” not “How much can we produce.”—
Mechanical World,

Recont Legal Decisions.

Moxictrat, Bosos—Dory or PURCHASER.—~
Purchasers of municipal scenrities must always
take the risk of the genvineness of the official
signature of those wio execute the popes they
buy, according to the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in the case of the
Merchants’ Exchunge National Bank va. Coun.
ty of Bergen. By “‘genuvineness of the official
signature” is meant the genuineness vot only of
the signature itsclf, but also of the officiel char.
acter of him who makes it.

ParTNersuip—Joint QwxERsHir.—Whete
three parties owned and ran a saw mill jointly,
on the agreement that one of them was to con
duct the operations of the mill, pay all its ex.
peases from the proceeds, and divide the net
profits equaily between himself and the other
two, the three yointly ownivg the property from
which the income was derived, the Suvpreme
Court of Georgin hie!ld that this coustituted a
partnership between them. Comp vs. Mont-
gomery, decided December 15,

BANKRUPTCY—DISCHARGE~ FAILURE TO AcC-
COUNT.—~When one is entrusted with the effecis
of another to dispose of them for tie benefit of
the latter, and to account to him therefor, the
mere fact that he who was so entrusted has
failed to account does not create a debt which
is exempted from a discharge in bankruptey,
under =ection 5,117 of the Revised Statutes of
the United States, for fraud, embezzlement, or
as being a debt created in a fiduciary capacity,
where there is no proof showing that in appro
priating the property or proceeds it was done
wrongfully and fraudulently and with a fraud-
ulent intent at the time.  $o held by the Svp-
reme Court of Georgia in the case of Georgia
Raiiroad vs. Cubbedge, decided December 1,

GUARANTY —ATPLICATION OF PAYMENTS,—
Certain advances were made by a Chasleston
(3. C.) firm to a firm in Williston upon the fol.
lowing guaranty : “Charleston, S.C., February
3, 1851. Messrs, E. H. Frost & Co.~—Dear
Sirg : In consideration of your agreeing to ad-
vance to Mecssrs. John A, Weathersbee, Ashly
M Weathersbee and Martin F. Weathersbee,
doing buginess at Williston, §. C, under the
firm name of A. M., Weathersbee & Co., not ex-
ceeding the sum of scven thousand dollars and
interest, T hereby guarwntee to you tho iepay-
ment of the sums advanced and commissions as
agreed, cte.  Yours respectfally, A. S. Weath.
ersbee.”  Upon the delivery of an additioast
guaranty given by the same person for the sumn
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of 81,500, furthor advances wera mado aggrega-
ting in all 8,600,  Afterwards large advances
were made by the Charleston firm to the WIIL.
iston firm, for the purpoze of buying cotton,
which was shipped to the formar, but these
latter advancenients were without the guaranty
of A. J. Weathersbee.  When the cotton was
shipped no directions were given except to hold
for a better price. Nothing was said about ap-
plying the proceeds at that time, nor until «
large amount, ncarly 810,000, had been ad.
vanced and a large quantity of cotton had ac.
cumulated, when A, M, Weathersbee & Co., by
direction of A J Weathersbee, w.ole to the
Cnarleston firm directing them to sell the cot-
ton at once and apply net proceeds to credit of
amount indorsed by A. J. Weathersbee. The
Charleston firn declined to make the applica-
tion directed ana declined to make further ad-
vances. Upon a suit brought by the Charleston
firm against the guarantor, after judgment
against the Williston firm, the Supreme Court
of South Carolina held (Frost et al. vs. Weath-
crabee et al,) that the guaranty above referred
to was limited to §8,500, and was not a contin-
uing gnaranty in the sense of securing any
cventual balaucee, and thet the guaranteed debt
was not paid by the direction of the debtors to
apply the proceeds of the cotton in the hands
of the plaintifis to the payment of the same,
leaving unpaid the advances made to purchasoe
the cotton. The courtsoid: A debtor owing
two debts to the same cieditor has the right,
on making payment, to direct its application.
If the debtor bus given no directions the credit-
or may make the application at his pleasure.
In this case no instructions were given when
the shipwents were made, except to hold for
better prices, No instructions whatever wero
given at the time as to the application of the
proceceds. In the absence of these tho crediior
has the right to make the application. Besides,
the arrangement as to the purchase of cotton
amounted toa contract that these advances
were made upon the coadition that they shovld
be paid out of the sales of the cotton. A factor
who advances money in the purchase of goods
has a general lien upon them to secure such ad-
vances.  The platutiffs had the right to apply
the proceeds of the sale, first, to the advances
mado in purchasing the cotton, and then the
balance in liquidation pro tanto of the gaawnn-
teed debt.— Bradsireet’s.

A Thing Worth Knowing,

Now is the time the egz preserver may get
in his work, Iumany towns, both cast and
west, shrewd men arc puacking egga by the
thousands at a cost of less than oue cent cach,
Iu the winter they will sell at two cents cach
when fresh eggs are 50 per cent higher,  Eggs
packed and treated as follows can be kept three
months, and scem and ook like fresh egga:

‘Take a com:mon box, such as is used for pack-
ing canned tomatocs; upou a dwo-inch luyer of
fresh clean oats place the eggs, large end down,
and leave space of at least an inch betwece tho
eggs; cover with a tayer of oats, and then place
another Iayer of cggs as before, untit the box is
nearly full; fill it with oats, packing the graia
in neatly and zerew on the top; place your hox

st



