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coupled with twa or thirce leading provincial papers, and, lier-
haps, an agricultural palier, shonld be beneficial ta ail, especially
as the country paper cannot possibly give the warld's nlews or
tie agricultural matter, aîîd the city or agricuiltural papier, iii
like manner, can'Aot give the local ilews, which is the main
stock.in.trade ai the local shecet. Still, I have seen sanie ex-
cellent arguments against aIl1 tlîis.

WVhile writing, I would like ta ask %Why ive cannaI have more
inter-communion-if that is flot a doublet-through the columns
af PRINTER ANI) PUnLISIIEIZ on this and many otlier suhjects
of practical, every.day interest ta practical, everyday-rather
every-week-publisliers ; a sort of love feast, as it were. For
instance, what is the opinion af yourseil, iNr. Editor, or af
any reader, of the auxiliary editorial ? Or, why cati we not have
a system of transient exchiange organized ? 1 waould like ta sec
a copy of every paper publislied iii Caîîoda, but do riat want ta
regularly exchange with but very few, and but very few want my
paper rcguiarly. If I have ten or twenty papers leit sonie week,
and send tlîem ta teli or twenty strangers, and they return me
each anc cap>', that being the end of the transaction, I would
sc samples of their issues, and each anc would sec mine.
Another %week, anoîlier set wvould be met. In the course ai a
year or so, ecd anc of us îvauld see every otiier palier pub-
lislied iii thc Dominion, withîaut any overloaded excliange iists.
Could you îlot give us a sign manual, by îvhich this transient
exchange could be marked, recognized, and responded ta, that
cauild be used commonly by ail, and start it going ? This uvas
anc ai the things I had hoped nîight flow from the country
publislier's section, which Il died a barnini'» at Ottawa. But
what about the auxiiiary edil-îrial ?

fy l.J I'leypkce. .I.

Last year I sent ta aIl thc country publishers, iii Ontario, a
circular, a copy af wliich is enclosed. It was generally approved
ai, but nothing was donc. 1 am still of the opinion that country
publishcrs should îlot club with any cut-raie papeis. I think
they arc doing less afi h thon formerly. The following is the
circular reierred ta :

IlThe centralization ai business, by wealthy corporations, is
already affecting the trade of the tciwns and villages, and even the
smallcr chties, ai Ontario, îvhich must, sooî'er or later, seriously
injure the business af the newvspapers in those places, bath iii
advertising and job work.

"But the newspapcr publishers in Ontario, outsidc af a
fcw ai the largcst cihies, orcthreatcncd îvith a stili more seriaus loss
which, happily, it is in their power ta prevent, if thcy will act
with firmness and promptncss. The threatened loss is the îvith-
drawal ai outside advertising, such as that ai patent medicine
firms, etc., or the holding ai it ot such rates and on such con-
ditions that it will be unremunerative. A country pubhisher îvas
told a short time aga, when holding out for a fair lirice for a
patent medicine ad., thxat the price and conditions oficred must
be accepted ai no contract would ba made, the dealer frankly

*.adding that hie was gtowinur more independcnt of the country
press cvery day> because thc big city papers were cavering the
Province better cach succeeding year, and that lie could soan
rcach the reading public af the Province through a few af these
big papers. This is bao truc, and this state of affairs is bcing
brought about chiefly by the country publishers clubbing the big
papers with their own, at rates that are ridiculous. There are

country publishiers, ail over Onitario, wvho arc giving aile
or more ot the few big city wecklies with their
Own paliers for the price or aole, witil the inlevitable
resul'. that every subsciber to these local paliers receives a1
city wcckly free. This enables the big city publishier to say to
tic advertiser - Vou tîced flot spend your mioncy advertising iii
such and suchi papers, as cvery anc of their subscribers rect!ives
miv paper also ; give mie your advertising and you will reach the
sanie readers anîd save money.' Sucli an aller wvas made, by a1
representative of a big city weekly, ta a large advi.,rtiser only a
few days ago.

"lMore than that, cheap) dailies and weeklies gaing inito local
fields carry the immense and attractive advertiscments of the
dcpartniental stores that, aiti to squeeze the lire out of the trade
or the Province by turning ail the spot cash into their niaioder
business.

IPerhaps you have not swallowed the clubloing bait, as to
many of us have (and therelore ledl that you arc flot interested),
but even if you have not, yoiîr wisdom will nlot save you. If
hialf the local papers iii the Province are doing it the rcsult wvil
be practically the sanie. Hrave you seuin i in this lighit before

The subject is one ta îvhichi wu have given very little
attentionî. WeT do not believc in the principle and, therefore,
have tiot encouraged the sýstem. WeT cannot speak, with
authority, for other publishiers in this section, but, so far as wve
)lave an opporîunity to learîî, ive believe that the clubbing
system is becoming more and more unpopular every year. l'le
soonier that publishers reiliz-- that the best and surest way ta get
and kecp subscribers is to make their publications sa attractive
that they ivili win on their mnerits, and not depend on the attrac.
tions oflered by other papers, the better for tlîerselves and the
general public.

LAWYERS AND LIBEL &IJýITS.

H. WVhorloîv, secretary of the Ncwspaper Society, wvrites to
The London Tinmes, directing attention ta anl important
announicement just made by the Incorporated L.aw Society.
This relates to the fees of lawyers who take suits against ncws-
papers. A case wvas investigated, wlîerein it ivas pioved, to the
satisfaction of the canîmittee of the Law Society, that the
solicitor, whose conduct ivas inipugned. had entcrcd inb a
writter. agreement with lus client by whi .le %vas ta reccive, in
satisfaction of bis solicitor and clien -. s, one-third of any
damiges whichi miglît be recovered. 'flic fallowimîg is the text
of the agreement in question:

IlWe are willing ta act as your solictors in recovering for
you daniges against the various newspapers, and, as plyrnent
for our fuil solicitor and client costs, we are, out of the damages
recovered, ta have one-third, and ta pay you the balance iii fll."

After a full and exhaustive enquiry, the committce of thie
Incorporated Law Society round, wvith reference ta tlîis agree-
ment, that, Ilalthougli made bona fide, it wvas cliampertous and
illegal, and ought flot ta have been entercd into by the
respondent."

It îvould be iveil for the standing sub.committee of the
Canadian Press Association on libel ta consider this quest 'onl,
and, if the canduct of any lawyer in cannection with suits
appears worthy of enquiry, ta bring it befare tie Law Society.
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