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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Our AvousT Gare~The gale on Monday night proved the sevorest
th.t has visited this Province for years, and was very destructive to prop-
orty, the apple crop being damaged noariy fifty per cont. Thero was a so
considerable damage dono to shipping, a number of vessols baing wrecked and
many sustaining iweoro or loss serious injury, Buildings were unroofed,
trees upturned, fonces blown down ; but saddest of all in Halifax, a young
girt was instantly killed by coming in contact witha live electric light
wiro that tho galo bad blown from its fastenings. Our climato is so equable,

§ £0 freo from heavy storms, that the gale was a surpriseand caught most poa-
E Do unprepased.

Tamrr War Berweey Russia aAxp GEnrmaxy.—On this side o the
Atlantic we can watch with petfect equinimity the fierco tariff war now
being waged between Germany and Russis, and which tends to keep Russian
agricultural and live stock products out of Germany. t)urcrops wore nover

¥ bottor, we bhave unlimited uantities of pork and beef to export, and while
& the fight lasts the German markot remains open to us.  So wo can afford to

pat the contestants on the back and urges them to koep up tho strugglo.
Rovenue tarifls aro necessary, but protective tanfls are fast bocoming obsolote,

and nobo too scon. 1f all tho countiios of tho world should surround them-
selvas with protective tariff walls, the absurdity of the theory would become

apparent  But tho good sento of nations bave discovored this without such
a universal application, and to day the movement 1s all towards the unsh.ck-
ling of trado and commerco.

Increasep Drr.sits 1¥ Post Or¥ice Savings Bavks.—The latest
returns of tho Post Otfico Savings Ianksshow that the number of depositors
bas iuvcrensed from 145423 last yoar to 145868 this year; thoy have
doposited §7,707,885 this year, as agawst 87,056,002 last year, and have
withdrawn less this yosr in proportion than last year. ¥rom ono point of
view this would look liko an increase of prosperity. But it may on the
other hand only emphasize the provailing feoling of distrust, as the rato of
intorest has been decroased ona hslf por cont, so that if thore was apy
domze to inves: in business tho Savings Banks doposits should show s
decrease.  Thoro is, howevor, such widesproad distrust that the people
profer lo deposit shoir savings whore thoy are sctually sceure, rathor than
invest in ontorpris s that might yiold them large retaros. What is wanted
is & yustoration of confidence,

I

Horumie 1# Tuug —A horriblo story comes from Austris whoro a gang
of men have been arrested in Biskupitz, Croatia, for mutilating young chil-
dron. The men have for yoars mado n trado of crippling childron and
sending thom out to bog or solling thom to others for tho samo purpose.
Whon tho police forced thomsolves into the house they found two girls of
12 and 14 years of ago with their logs brokon. Another girl of about tho
samo age lay bound in a bed with hor right arm broken and hoth eyes
gouged out. Two other children, hardly less horribly mutilated, wero
found on cots intho collar, Mapy instrumonts which hed beon used in pro-
ducing physical deformities wero uncovered in the collar snd woro seized
for ovidonco, That such inhuman lrutes 2xiou in this 19th cortury seemy
incrediblo ; but tho report comos from authentic sourcos and proves that
fiends in human form aroe still extant.

Tue Hour Rutk BiLu.—Tho debato on tho Homo Rule Bill iz drawing

3110 a close, Mr. Gladstono having moved tho adoption of a resolution to

apply tho closuro to the report stago of tho bill taking effect to-day. If the
resolution has been carried, and wo have no doubt that it has, the vill will
goon pass its final reading and bo sont to tho Houso of Lords, It is gone-
rally thou;t;’ht that it will be dofoated thoro, or so shorn of its vital princi-
ples a3 to be entirely unsatizfactory to 1lome Rulers, This will lead to new
complications, and tho fight will bo a prolonged one, but in the end Homo
Rulo will becomo an cstablished fact. The tondency of the age is forward,
not backward, and despito tho intenso projudice that oxists against granting
llomo Rulo to Ireland broader viows will prevail and justico will be done.
The present measuro is not sweeping onough to satisfy tho Parnelite branch
of tho Irish party, but it certainly goos a long way towards emancipating
tho Irish people and will be genorally accopiable.

Tue Unxitep States 1Ias No Moxorony 1y THE SEAL FISHERIES.—
As moro light is thrown on the regulations promulgated for the pro-
tection of seal hifo by tho Bering Sea arbitrators, it becomes evident, as
wo have suggested elsowhoro, that the press have been jumping at conclu-
sions that are quite unwarranted, and that tho regulations are perfectly fair
to all partios. ~ An oflicial s'atemont to this effect bas beon drawn from Sir
Edward Groy, Pariiamentary Secrotary of the Foreign Office, in answer to
a nuwber of questions put by Mr. Thomas G. Bowles (Conservative) mem-
bor of Parliament for Lynn Regis. Sir Edward said:—*It was not
considered that the offect of tho award would be to give the Americans a
monopoly of the industry. True, the use of fire arms in the capture of
senls has been forbiddon, a closo season had been established, and only
sealing vessels wil bo allowed to engage in sealing. The award, however,
mposed cerlain obligations upon the Ubited States as woll as upon Great
Britain, and he could not admit that these obligations would act to the
prejudico of British interests, as Mr. Bowles had suggested by bis question.”
Where tho press havo beon fairly discussing the award with a view of
arriving at the truih, there is ovorything to commond in its course, but
where attempts have boen made for purely partizan purposes to belittlo the
brilliant wortk dono by Premior Thompson snd Minister Tupper, wo but
voico tho best sontiment of the country in pronouncing such tactics cou-
temptible.

Tne Peace Coxaness.—Tho Poesco Congress havo heen in session in
Chicago, and have no doubt sottled matiters to their own satisfaction and
telegated war 1o asoat io tho back ground. Tho decision in the Doring Sea
Arbitration csmo just in timo to cause them much spiritusl exaltation, and
it was decided ¢3 sond a messags of congratulation to Queen Victoria and
to Prosident Clovo'and. The joint messsge road as follows:—‘To Her
Majosty tho Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, and to Grover Clevelsnd,
Prosident of the United States :—The World's Peace Congress of Chicago
sends cqual congratulations to Groat Britain and Amerles on the triumph
of arbitration as a substiitute for war exemplified in the recent Boring Sea
docision, cemonting tho friondship of both nations, and full of the happieat
avgury for mankind.” If wo romember aright the last Peaco Congress was
followed by the Franco-Prussian War, and at the present moment thie si
ot war are not wanting. It may bo that history is to ropeat itaelf and that
the present session of the Poaco Congress is to be followed by sapguinary wars,
In South America tho conflics is oven now raging. in Bombay thore is & pros-
pect of a fanatical war between the Mohammedans and Hindoos thst may
‘nvolvo all India. A tariff war is now raging botween Gormany and Russia
snd may ond in bluws. France has intornal troubles sa is ovidenced by the
lato siots. Troublo may arise at any moment in Egypt, and in Siam there
is still causo for apprehonsion. Then the world is in a state of financial
chaos, poverty and suffering are producing discontent and riots injgreat cen-
tres of popuiation, and a spirit of unrest is abroad that many think pressges
a poriod of violence that may ond in prolonged war. We'hops that peace
may provail, bt the signs of tho times all point the other way.




