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THE ABSTAINER, 165

without ceasing to do evil, and hojed to belate, and; youl admir, we should be ready|pathy in kindly attentrons. It fortunately
saved from the suffering without tucmmg i to give vp onr little drop for example sake, it} happened that they were of the same trade.
away from the sin.  During some fresh ex-1is the best means we can adopt to induee the ‘The villager wanted a_journeyman, and the

cess of his wife despair began to fasten on Inx druskard to become sober” ™ The traveller,
wind, and he wonld be centented to sink, even while his conseienee told him that these
to the uttermost depths of disgrace.  But the drinks had never done him any goad either,
divine spatk could wot be utterly quenched. rephied, nevertheless, « That sober men were
Again conscience would be touched, aund not ealled on to give up their liberty because
wrestle with these feelings of despair. At last others abused theirs.”

hie thought lus only chance was to leave the:  The villager, while not secking to dictate,

‘other gladly engaged with him,  When
qnestioned by the villager what he thought of
"the lecture,” his answer was that all ns de-
eriptions were * ower true,” that none could
gainsay hisstatements,  * If s0 its your duoty
o join us” T cannot see that; U think
can command myself ; I am not a drunkard.”

place, change his name, and seck some spot stated facts and principles with the firmness * Have you no fiiends or relatives that ave

where he would find work, and not be known. of convivtion.
He satisfied his conscience to abondon his wite, some families in the neighbourhoed, members
because he had tried every means to reclam ot wiieh had beon rained throngh the diink-
her, and the task was hopeless; and while he ing customs.  He showed that it was not
remained beside her it was impossible for him only the duty and interest of their relatives
10 become steady and recover ?lis former posi- to make sacrifices to set such captives free,
tion.  ‘These thoughts had been passing but also of every Christian member of society
through hismind for some time, when one todosotoo. He deseribed the ruin of some
night he found his wite more intoxivated than- ot these people.  The traveller winced, for
usual.  ‘Fo procure the liquor she had soll-some of these cases resembled his own.  They
some of the most essential articles of domestic passed on to the fodgings, and as it still wanted
comfort. This decided him. He songht not some tune to the hour of meeting, the vil-
for sleep, but as she lay in the insensibiluy ot lager said of he wonld go with him to hear the
drunkenness, he packed up his few remaning . lecture he would come back and 1ake him.
artieles of clothing, and let the house before. He gave hia consent, through a feeling of the
the dawn of day.  Ie turned not to look on other's kinduess in having  proeured him
his still inseuzible wite. “The dark spirit of lodgings. Afterwards, when the villager
the hour was too intense 1o allow any loving, came, he had enjoyed a wash and refresh-
remembrance to struggle forth throngh his; ment, and felt quite disposed to go, as it
heart's bitterness. He closed the door and wonld interest his mind and give rest to his
went fort without ever casting “one longing, body also 5 he wished 16 think abtout any-
lingering look behind.” ithing new to him rather than look back on

It was summer time, and he got to the out-y what he had left belnd. When they are
side of the town before daylizht.  He had de-, rived at the.chool-room it was decently filled.
cided to take a cross country  road, and seck, The audience, hike most of Seoteh andiences,
some place out of the common route of pas-| was sittuyg 1 expeciant silence.  The meet-
sengers.  Day dawned, and  the sun’s rays:ing was opencd with a hymn invoking the
pilded the mountain tops. The dewdrops blessing of God on their efionts to reclaim
clustered on the hawthorn, and on the way-ldrunk:mls. The lecturer was one whose
sido flowers.  The lark’s matin song swelled | heart wasin his subject 3 his cloquence was
loud and sweetly from the sky; all without: that of thought rather than manner.  He de-
was beauty, order,and harmony. God's works, serbed the delusions of the drinking custom,
how fair, how lovely, how placdly calm! showingthat good kind, and gencrous hearted
Man’s spirit, apart from  God, how ~gloomy,, people were the most hkely to be deceived
dark, and disordered ! How different the,by its pretensions, and weleome it with open
spirit within that erring and suffering man,arms, until it wound its folds around them,
and the spirit without. “He watked brooding He deseribed the vain of tradesmen and
o'er his condition and blaming every one but; working-men, by its leading them to neglect
himself for his misforcunes. He bad walked _their businessand families, while they wasted
rapidly in excitement during the whole day,)their money and time in taverns.” Ile ap-
and was approaching a small hamlet which lay  pealed to them, if every one of them did not
a little out of the road, surrounded by hills.iknow of husbands, wives, sons, and danghters,
It was a lovely summer eve—the * kye were in every class of life who had lost their charac-

He alluded to the istary of intemperate ?*

Here his conscience winced,
‘and he felt that he had been a drunkard.
“Yet pride resisted, and he rﬂ)lied. that he did
“not feel called on to join.  He onre attempt-
ed to find solace in the tavern, and went to
spend an evening there, thinking he mizht
tﬁus banish thought. But hisold companions
"were not there, amt with the two or three who
were there he felt no sympathy.  ITustead of
banishing reflection the scene exated va-
flection, Ile thought on his own follies, whilo
‘repelled by the grossness of thoss present.
He remembered the wretched home and
chavacter he had aided to produce, and when
he thought for a moment upon the lower
depths 1o which she whom he stull loved might
sink, and the destitution she was in, he started
with a convulsive pang from his seat, tor he
could sit no longer.  His mind was racked
with conjectures abont thae vondition of tus
;wife, and he sought in vain for rest to his
tronbled spirit.  Fortunately for him he had
vome into a purer moral atmosphere.  His
employer invitedd him to public worship, and,
in his lonely state, the truths he heard ope-
rated forcibly on his winid. e counld not
banish them. When asked to tea on a Sun.
day, anid he surveyed the family circle, its
happy faces beaming with affection,he thought
of his absent wife and her condition. When
he put on the new garments he had pro-
“cured, he thought on the ragszed condition he
had left her i, and he could not be happy.
He felt she would not have abandoned hm,
but bhad born with his faults to the last, and
tried to save him. When he attemptedto
pray he conld not implore the Divine blessing
on what he wasdoing. e had not forgiven
or shown mercy ; how could he expect his
IHeavenly Fatherto forgive him? A con-
tinued wrestling went on in his mind. He
could not long remain in that state, for when
truth coines men must welcome the ight and

coming hawe,” and the children were romp jters and position through these drinking cus- g0 on to perfection, or, if not, its spirit is
ing in the fields. Ashe approached he ob-jtoms. Ie called on them as men and chris- quenched, and they become darker than ever,
served about six or seven persons looking|tians to join in banishing these evil customs' A sccond lecture was given by the same
along the road as if they expected some.one, | from socioty. His words were asgoads. His gentleman who delivered the first, This
and when he came up 10 them they inquired| was the eloquence of faith. ™ :a wmoment time he dwelt on our duty to others more
if e was the lecturer, He answered he was] all difficulties wero overloc” «d by the con. fully—the father's duty towards his erring
not, but a traveller in search of work, and that) viction of the truth.  The audience was filled son, the wife towards her husband, and the
he would feel much obliged if they could in-{ with fervour and zeal to remove evil and husband towards his wife, and the Chris.
form him of a decent lodging he could go to.|spread happiness. The force of nabit, appe-| tian towards his neighbours.  Herelated some
One of them turned back with him to do so,l tite, and interest was for a moment quieted., touching cases where relations had, by self-
and informed bim that he and his friends were{ At the conclusion of the meeting a number denial and persevering kindness, been in-
lookiny out for a gentleman who was a stran-‘signed the pledge. The traveller had sat strumental in leading each other from babits
|

ger to them, whom they expected to deliver a| deeply interested.  The deseriptions of the of ntemperance. He impressively appealed
lecture on total abstinence that eveming for|ensnaring and pernicious cffeuts of strong,to the consciences of his audience to come
their Temperance society, which they hadidrink came home forcibly to his own ex-! forward and sign the pledge ; that they might
lately established in that place. “ There'sipenence. He could net controvert one point' be instrumental in reforming their friends
na doubt Temperanee is a very good thing,”)of the lecture, yet he did not foel iinpelled to and neighbours. At the close of the lecture
observed the traveller, “but I am not sure|sign the pledge. Some new ideas had come the traveller signed the pledge. He felt
that teetotal can be right; its not in the Scrip-{to him, but only as passing lights seen in a'casier when he bad done 505 still he kept the
turs, A man should be moderate, but he's mist. ‘The vilager had observerd his serions same reserve as to his history ; but the desire
a0t valled on to do withoutany 5 alittle will air, and felt that interest in him which we' to seek and rescue his wife became stronger,
do bim good.” It never did me any good,, often feel towards those who ar labouring As Fe sat at the fireside, imagination would
and 1 100k it for many a long year,” respond-| under concealed sorrow.  With the delicacy 'transferm it to his “ ain fireside,” and his
ed his companion, *and no doubt you are|of true sympathy he diti not atiempt v pene- wife sitting beside him enjoying their Tem-
aware, sir, there ave a large number of per-|trate the causes of the evidently deprussed'perar}ce homy; Then doubt woulql breagh a
s0ns who cannot take a little and be moder-!spirits of the traveller, but showed his sym-|palsying suspicion that it would be impossible
* toreclaim her. Then faith and hope would




