May 24, 1876.]

——n, e p————

The forage eap with double penk, as issu
cd, totho 08th Battalion, ia fur moreservice:
able than the peakless Kilmr unock, but itis
heavy, und requites 1o Lo n cvod fit, or tho
soldier connot keep it on hua head. Ttis, I
think, too shallow 1 the crown.

Trawing.

1 would ngain mgo the nevessity for pre-
liminary trunng wunuelly tor officers and
non comtmssioned oflicers,

J. Winpgey Laynie, Colonel,

Depuly Adjutant General,
Commanding Military Dietrict No, 9.

(1
Susr Jons, N. B, DNoy. £2, 1875,

¥ig,—1 havo the honor 1o forward to you
my annual tepare on tho stnte of the Artil-
lery in your Distriet ;- -

Fisun ArTiLieRy,
Halifar Fidd Bali-ry.

1 wus present at the annual competition
of the Ualifax Field Battery, on August 5th,
1875, and had great pleasure in witnessing
some very good pr. ctice, Captain Graham
appears petfectly o home with his handy
littlo guns, as they are light and emall, it
appears to mo that they are tvell suiied for
these Provinces, as they could not only be
taken anywhere; but are eifective for as
lorg a range us you can generally depend
upon getting. The hurness was in good
order, us wetl as the stores, and I was struck
with theamelligence aud huonledge of fuzee,
ammmuuttion, ., displayed by the non com
mssioned ofticers, & fuct which spoke well
tor the mstruction they have 1eceived.

Gurrison Artdle 4.

Ircgret that the uunforfunate failure of
tbe Imaperial Authoritics to arm the bittery,
which they kindly ~ftered to place =t the
disposnt of the Volu eer Artillery, early in
the year, prevented my having any oppor-
tunity of secing the f =~ brigades of Garrison
Artillery at their duties as artillerymon:
With the fine dril shed they have at their
disposal, und the servicer of their Adjatant,
Captain Bland, as Drill Instructor, I trust
tho loss of a season’s outdoor drill will not
bae so detrimental,

Oullying Batleri.s, Digby.

Iho Digby Battery was inspected, Sep-
tembor 231k 1875, The men worked their
guus well, and made very good shot prac-
tice. I purposely held over the shell till
noxt year, ag tho battory is comaratively
new, and neither oflicers nor ten ..ppear to
know much about their duties as artillery-
men. Captain Daley, who scems to be ac-
tive and energetic, would, 1 think, muke a
geod ofticer, if he underwent a couvse of
gunnery. 1tis in fact nscessary that from
all outlyivg battenies, scmo officer, or non
commissioned officer should attend a course
of gunvery, or that a trained instructor
should be furnished to them during their
annusl driil,

téeneral Principles.

In my reportto tho Instructor of Artillery,
1 took occaston to refer to the want of sys-
wm with which it appeared to meo that bat
tertes of Artillery wero occassionaily dotted
about without much reference to their aciu
al utility, and to express a hope that the
place whero a battery of srtillery should be
raised in futlure, should ve delermined by a
board of officers; that a emall earthwork
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ehould bo thrown up, proper platforms laid

down, and three or at the most four guns
mounted, and the whole placed under the
oaro of a paid caretaker belonging to the
battery. By this means [ consider that the
number of Batleries "1 each District would
be less, but that for purposes of defence,
they would be vastly more efticient.

I have also referved in my voport tothe In
spector of Artillery, totho absurdity of arm-
ing a gunner with the Snider Rifle, and ex-
pressed a hopo that al some time or other,
the revolver may bo adopted as the person.
ul weapon of an artilleryman, and though o
few stand of rifles might be loft with a bat-
tery, in order that the members may com-
pete in rifle competitions, yet I trust the
time is not far distant when it will be the
desiro of the artillerymen to perfect him
self in tho baadling of ordnance, ieaving
the rifle to its rightful owner, his nfantry
comrade.

1 have the honov to be, Siy,
Your obedient servant,

Dariwt R, Jago, Licut, Colonel,
Assistant Inspector Artillary.

To Col. J. Wipeny Lauygie,

Deputy Adjatant Geneval,
Military District No. 9.

¢
Syoxcy, 20th Jaly, 1875.

sir,—1 have the honor to submit for your
information, the following report on the
Militin Camp: held at Baddeck, on the 5th
July, 1875, and following days, uccording to
general orders. Ibeg leave to report that
the Victoria Provisional Battalion, attended
in good strength, and made good progressin
drill, and also the general appearance ot tho
men, on this occasion, over last year's drill;
and no crimes or irregularities were report-
ed. Major Bingham, comwanding the bat-
talion, and the officers of this corps, I have
much pleasure in reporting as zealousand
eflicient.

The general orders rvespecting drill and
discipline were strictly carried out,

I remained in camp during the whole
period, and personally superintended each
aarade,

1 beg leave to enclose a parado stateand
target practice returns.

I have the bonor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servaut,
C. Crewe Rean, Lt. Col.
Brigade Major, 3rd Division.

Deputy Adjelant General, &e., &o,, &o.,
Com’g. Military District No. 9, Halifax,

MILITARY DISTRCT XQ. 10,
Winxieee, December 14, 1875,

Swr,—In forwarding to you my report for
the current year of the Military District
under my command, I hava the honor to
state : —

Local ALilitia.

That as regards tho authorized strength
of the Local Active Militia no change has
taken place sinco thedato of wy last report;
tho gazetted corps being:

The Wionipeg Ficld Battery.

“South St. Andrews'” or * Lisgar” Rifle
Company.

“ Mapleton®” Rifle Company,

“ Poplar Point” Rifle Company.
mnoking altogether a nominal guoiaof two
hundred and fifty five officers and men.

231

Wianipey Iicld Datlery.

Of these, the Winnipeg Field Battary, of
whoso promiso of efliciency I' have already
reported, assiduously drilled during a con-
siderable proportion of the year; but in
consequence of {ho noun arrivsl of their uni.
forn), uniit subsequent to the order post
poning anaual drill for the current year, the
corps wns unable as purposed to go into
camp for the annval drill and practice, pre-
viously to tho setting in of the winter sea.

son.
The drill, if permitted, will be completed
in thespring of the ensuing year.

Soulh St. Andrewe's Rifle Corps.

This corps accupies n well built drill shed
and urmory, erected without any pecuniary
assistance from the Militia Department, and
is, 1 respectfully represent, deserving of all
consideration,

‘I'he * South St, Andrews’’ Company gavo
seven consecutive days of drill at their head
quarters, drilling six hours oach day, and
one day for rifle practice.

I have rarely held a moro satisfuctory in*
spection of any corps than that which this
company sftorded ; the skivmishing practice
was far better than in many much older
corps whichl have ingpecied invarious pars
of Canada.

 Maplelon” and * Popular Point”
Companies.

I regret that the remaining corps, in con*
sequence chiefly of their officers command-
ing having left the limits, have again this
yeny faild to perform their annnal dnll, and
that, thereforo, and in view of a reorganizi*
tion in their Company Districts, I have had
to recommend that the ¢ Mupleton” and
“poplar Point’’ Companies be removed
frons the Militia List, bavieg becomeo digor
ganized.

1 have carnestly to trust that the recom-
mendation as to Srganization of the Militia
in this province which from time to time I
have had the honor to submit, and especial-
ly the memorandum on the subject, which 1
had the opportunity of presenting to the
Major General Commanding on the oceasion
of his visit tothis province in July last, may
receive early consideration,

Original organization of Militia in the Pro-
vince.

The hasty, and therefore i)} considered or-
ghnization, which was effected at a moment
of excitement in this provines in 1871, has,
aswas evident to me it must,when I assumed
conunand of this district, proved unsuccess*
ful in many instances ; but [ have every con®
fidence, that with the more settled character
ol the population which now prevails; a Vol
unteer Militia force can be established here
on a basis which will corupare most favour:
ably with thoe older provinces.

Original lerm of enlistment expired.

‘The term of enlistment in the ** South St.
Andrews” Rifle Company has now expired
and o fresh enrolment will be requisite. In
cffecting this, and in the case of all other In*
fantry Compcuies in the province, I most
strongly recommend that they be enrolled
as lofantry with Infantry (red) uniform, and
not as Rifle corps,

Nn expenditure is involved in the change,
and [ respectfully submit that the uniform
is Letter adapted Lo the province, and con*
tingencies which may nossibly arise here
after, than tho present clothing which is now
worn oul.

Dominion Force on Service i Maniloba.
The gradual reduction of strength of the



