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12 ton guns, complement 155, C)‘clolrs. Gor-
gon. 1lydra, Hecnte, 3,430 tons, 18 ton
guns, complement 150. .

Tho above x;nmcd tun&t1 g}l"'{pf h:\vomz:t;
agpregate displacementof 64, ons, ¢
45 guga, and aro manned by 2,891 oflicers
and men, Erom this class tho Roynl Sover-
eign, 5,080 tons, has just been removed as
unserviceable ; but there are threo more
powetful ships of this typo now being
brought forward, and ordered to be built,
viz., tho Inflexible, of 11,165 tons, carrying
480 ton guns, complement of 350 ; and the
Ajax and Agamemnon, whic_h aro to be im -
provements on the loflexible, though of
somewhat less tonage. .

In taking leave of the ironclad portion of
the flect it should be stated that there ato
two armour-plated flonting batteries of an
old pattern, the Erebus and Terror of 1,840
tons, butat present unpravided with modern

uns
8 It may be well to give here a few particu
lars of thie heavier naval artillery at prescut
in use. and which have been already roferred

0. They are the.

Weight of lieaviest.

Shot. Charge.

38 ton 12in, ... 6983 1. .. 1101k,
.35 ton 12in. .. 69s%1lb, ... 1101
25 ton 12in. ... 60031b. .. 851lh.
25 ton 1l m. ... 535% Jb. ... 851b.
15 ton 10 in. ... 4044 1b. ... T01b,
12 ton Yin. . . 2355 1. .. S01L.
9 ton 8in, .. ISt} .. 351D,
6} ton T in. ... 11631 ... 30 1b,
43 ton 5%m. .., 116X . ... 22 1b.

Aud the 64 pounder, throwmga shot of
663 1b. with a full charge of 8 iv. ol largo
arained powder.

The Merchant Service and the Navy.

a——

Captain J. G. Wileon, R. N., read a paper
al tho Royal United Service In:titution on
the Tthnst., on the question, ** Is our mer-
chant service any lunger a fveder to the
royal navy 27 Captain Wilson said that it
was no doubt true that the mainstay of our
navy fifly years ago, Was the merchant ser*
vice, but times had changed, and he con®
siderec thay relinnce wust no longer bs
placed ¢n the mercantile marinens a feeder
to the regular Service, unless some very
rafical chauges took place, alihough it still
contributed to tho Naval Reserve. Before
the Russian war the navy was almost entirly
dependent on the meichant service for

- men, but as that source sigaaily failed,
continuous service was introduced, with the
system of training boys to keep up the
supply. thus superseding tho old plan so
entirely that for some years past the entry
of men from the merchant service had been
.considerably under onchundred per annum.
Various reasons weiro assigned for this fali-
ing off—the scarcity of men caused by the
abolition of upprentices, the increaso of
wrages in the merchant service us comparsd
weith the pny in the navy, and the easier
izerms ofservice in the Royal Naval Reserve.
We had at present, as the result of our
training and continuous service system, tut
12,000 ablo scamen in the fleet out of our
force of 19,000 blue jackets. Qur navy, as
at present maintained, was not able to train
as sailors all the men it required ; and us
saflicient suips were not keptut sea Lo carry
more three-liftbs of the number the samen
like qualities of our soamen wero rapidly
detorinting. There could be no doubt that
tho gavy should train as many of its men
from boyhood as pussible; but there wasa

limit to its power of 00 doing, and that limit
ought not to be exceeded. Some 1500 boys
per annum could be conveniently and ad-
vantageously disposed of in the ships usual*
ly kept at sea, but any excess of that num-
ber only injured the sea training of themn
all.  As to how the remnining 1200 of 1500
needed to keop thoe navy cffective wero to
be found, the gailant caplain expressed his
opinion that the mercautile 1narine must
agnin become the nursery from which we
should draw a proportion of our sesmen—
men to bo disciplined and moulded into
men-o'‘war's men in barracks before being
embarked. It was bad polioy to alienate
the merchant service entirely from the
navy, and yet our present naval rcserve
system had that injuriour effect. 1n order
to obviate that difliculty, there ought to be
established mene of easy interchange be-
tween the reserve and the regular service.
Three years in the former ought to be
counsidered equivalent to two in the latter,
and in the fleet a qualifying service should
be required both of oflicets und men. The
whole should Le linked to a comprehensive
system of training bLoys for the merchant
service under proper Government super-
vision. Do that as it might, it was certain
that our navy, if kept up at its present
number, could not lubg continus te make
its own sminrs without nid from without,
und attempting 1o do so wonld prove most
njurio + to the Service. It wss no new
idea 1. armour reserve from men who had
passed through the reserve, und many
good autiorities raight be quoted in favor
of that course. I'be link between thav
force and the flag must be made stronger.
It would be no hardslup but much to the
advuntage of the young men comiog on, to
qualify themselves by serving a few years
under the peadents before going into the
reserve, and the sawe might besaid of the
Iyoung merchant officers, These gentlemen
when sub-hieutenants in the reserve, should
be required to serve for six months in one of
our .bandel or Mediterranean ships belore
being quahlied for promotion to lieuten

ant 8 rank, the report fiom tho captain they
were under to be considered in combination
with their other services beforo they receiv
ed promotion. e could not expect great
results at first, bub if the matter were taken
up with energy, if naval recruiting parties
and rendezvous were established st our
principal seaports, we should in due time
succeed in entenaog ull the men we requir

ed. The continuous service system should
be maintained in full force w'thio proper
limiis—at from 14.000 to 15.000 men—the
remaining 3000 or 4000 to be short ser-
vice men, qaalifying for the reserve. As
tho time required of a reserve man to entitle
him to a pension was long, lie might be al

lowed to earn n part of it when unable to
servo for it all—thus, if a man had after ten
or fifteen years to leave from any good res
son, he might be granted a proportionate
pension at the age of fifty.

Somo discussion followed, and there wasa
general expression of feeling in faver of
developing the systcm of trainining boys
for the navy, as well as of establishing a
more salisfactory connection betweeo the
navy and the mercantile marine.

A voto of thanks was awarded to Captain
\Wilson for his able and interesting paper.

‘I'ho Spanish Cortes, in an address to the
King, after referring to tho vanquished Car:
los, hope that the difficulties with thie Unit
ed States may be easily settled, and desire
that an arrangement be come to with tho

Vatican consistent with mutual rights.

Parliamentary.

The Minister of Militis, on Monday last

introduced a Bill to amond the Acts respect-
ing the Militia and Defence of Canada.
. On Thureday last Mr. Pellotier asked
whether it was the intoulion of the Govern-
ment to change the system of Militury Ex-
eroises ; and whether—~the formation of
Camps in each Military District is to be
ocontinued ? Hon. Mr. Vail replied that it
was not tho intention of Government to
chunge the system of Military exercise ; the
cnmps however would be discontinued dur-
ing the present year,

Mr. Dewdney asked whether any proposj
tion has been received by the I >minion
Govarnment {rom » privale company to
construct the Nanaimo and Esquimault
Raitway ; ifeo, what is the samount of moaey
asked for per mile, und do the Governmeut
propose to entertaindbe proposition ?

Hon. Mr Mackenzie said a proposition
had been receved within the last fes days,
but it would require too long an unswer lo
furnish details, nnd he should move -jor. it
in tho usual way. .

Mr. Cunningham asked whether itis the
intention of the Government to appcint n
County Court Judge for the district of New

. Westminster, British Columbia ; and if so,

when is the appoiotment to be made ?

"Hon. Mr Blake said there had been somo
correspondence upon the gabject betiween
this Government aond the “Sritish Colum-
bians, but be could not reply tothe gues.
tion within the limits of an ordinary answer.
The correspondence would bo brought
down if moved for.

Uon. Mr. Tupper asked whether the con-
tract for the cases and frames for the Cana
dian Deparptment of the Centennial Exhi-
bition wxs given out by tender or by privato
arrangement ; if the former. who was the
successful compotitor; aad if the latter,
with wwhom was the arrnngement made ?

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie said that 317 cases
had been made by Mr. Cr.ig. of Montreal,
by private contract at $70 each. ‘T'he cases
were to be brought back from Philadelplia
and set up 1 the patent roowm for use.

Mcr. Rouitsille moved for & Select Com-
mitteo to cnquire into the possibility of es
tablishing a submarine telegraphic system
in the waters of the Gulf and River St
Lawrence, the committee to compnse
Messrs, Langevin, Mitchel),Ray, Short.Blain,
D. A. Smith, Jones (Ualifax), Workman asnd
Robitaille-

A discussion ensued.

Messts. Gilmor and Kirk objected, be
lieving the expenses of such a committee
were no. equalized by corresponding bene.
fits.

flon. Mr. Tupper said that s proper con*
sideration of the question was of vital impor
tance.

Hon. Mr. Smith approved of the commit.
teco and said he would aid the morver by
every means in his power to further the in-
vestigation. .

Hon. Mr. Mitchell was stroagly in favor
of uniting tho outlying islands and ports,
It was in theinterest of 6 ommerca that such
a committeoas proposed by bis‘honourable
friend should investigato the matter.

Mr. Devlin was in favor of the motion.

Mr. Jopes (Halifax), regretted that tho
Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia was not em*
braced in tho motion. He drew tho atten'
tion of the Govérnment to the necessity of
employing a steamer on that coast to aseist
vessels coming into harbor. .

‘Tho motion was granted.



