
chiusetts met il% Januarye, 1773, and tho Gev-
eriler, irtoad of at once boldly con pm'i
tho turbulence and trcason of th6W
Municipal Gounciî and dcmanding th*fj~a
tanco for tule maintenance of thepr
of tho Blritish Crown, oniy di~j
proacbied the 8ubject by inisisting in ii hi
speech on the suprenie togisiative alit3i >ji
ty of 1iheýKing and P enMctý>îb'i tu

ase $the j;îsqxýblyjp ropl,>4'0r5
aflirnxod tho action of the Boston peo-
ple ta their utmnost oxtoîît, openiy deny
ing tho authority of Pariinie 4tôgo!1_Ori
and adding Ilthat if theo ýmdbeenmaýjny
bite instances a subniîsîion ta ac1a of Par-
liamet> it wus miore ift wtofcxiiideru-
tien or a reluctance te contend ivith tho pa-
rent stata, than a conviction of the Suproe
Logisiative authority of Parlininent' This
address also reoapitulated a nuinber of
grievances which had net hLsretofore been
complained of, and such was its violent
chaxacter that they themsolvcs %vara obliged
ta, apologise for it ta the ýSecreta-y of State
six months aftcrwards, dated 29th, June,
1773, iniputing tho blane, t' their Goever:nor
for irtjudicious1y bringing the subnect. of Par-
iiamentaryauthority under their notice, and
the aforesaid Governor permitted the As-
sembly ta insult himseif; outrage bis sover-
aign, esnd set at nauglit the Parliaitentary
authority of his countty iithout dissolving
thent.

The agent ef the Province of Massachu-
setts in Great. Britain ivas the wvell known
philosopher, Dr. Pranklin, ivith the cunning
for which he was famous by somo axeaus or
othorhegotpossession of someletters written
L-y the Gaveimoe, te the British administra-
tien and about titis tima .±ransmitted thom,
ta the Assembiy. As thoso commaunications
%verc anything but complimenta-y to the
members ivha were enraged ta find their de-
signs penotrated and objects se accurateiy
described, they sent a dopu tation ta the Goy-
erner to showv tho letters ivithout 1-usting
thern in his hands ta ask wbether the signa-
tutres were, is; those being acknowiedged
they 1. iitioned the King to have hini re-
nxoved for betraying bis trust and nxisrepre-
senting the people.

It is very evident that those letters reaeh-
cd Frank]in's hands ini no honorable mn-
ner, as hA was afraid te, a.vow- the mode by
iwhich le obtained theni, but the ivhole
transaction was so thoroughly treachierou8
and dishonorabie, that Franklin iras disnnss-
cd frein bis office of Joint deputy ]?ostnxas-
ter-General for the American Colonies with
centempt and disgrace, a circumstance which
influenced his subsequent conduct iii the
contest which followcd.

While those transactions wer.. occuring iii
Xhe coiony of Massachusetts the Middlu and
.%uthern Provinces irere quietly advancinig
in population andi prosperity ; no occurrence
of sufficlent magnitude *,having takien place
for saine ycax- ta giva t'ho Ropublictin jparty-
'vhjch lad beau formed ameag8t them, avy

pretouce for quarreing ivith thie oto that thoy should bo sent back Niitout
1ý91f discharqglng their cargoes. A notice te this

n o a eflbtwasV sont te tho consigners of th(% tea
:iish antf suèh otisor porsons in Boston ais %vcre in

kt, ê'toested in the sips).,--tic meetig leinz
tÉo'o int ..e 9-W co've adjurned ta recoive un tinsvoi. In thse

F'rance and tho contncný of Europe with men tint, a dilliculty aroso about Bcndiag
desolation, and ta thc, imelso given ta thno away tise tships. A~ cearance from the, C%,.

rquarrel ýyith the Brit.ih Parliamett. toin Molisoeaold.not be obtained for ticrni
Ani aet ptissd Vy thatiP àrii=nc't .during neither could tlîey pass Cestie Wifllihitn 3t

this yoar rekindled tho smouldering embers the nioutn of the harbour without the (joi
of dLaffect.onsand breught tis dispute, bo- ornor's permission w%,hieh lie rfusod ta grn[
*tvcen QrcAt Br!taii and 140. Colonies to a These difficuities bcing x-rcrted tath
,criais. -~ Z waimpIy.an act onipowe-ing. the journcd meeting, it =3s immedintoly di,
commi~ssionçr of the Ti-easury to grain solved %witlî the cii', ' A îîîob 1 a mob!"iý
liebsc.4ddxeEFast Indit Coinpialiy 'te à- ia thse eveninig a nuxbèr of arnied m'en, di,
port toit te ail lulaces %wliatsýuovei frac, of dluty, guiscd ns Msoliaiwk lIfdians, boardeil tlîe
tho cause foir whicli appeaî-ed te bc the ships and dischargcd thecir cargees into ilht
dosire on the part of the iiiiinistry te assist bs:a tino wlole value of tona destroyed ex
the companlywhose affaira had got into great estmîiated ait £18,000 sterling.
confusion, tuid whose directors potitiened Greaît forbearaxîco liad beon excrcised by
Parliament for relief allegisîg that owving ta) the Britishn Governmont and Parlianicut, to-
the Anserica dis-turbices the deniand for wvards the People of Boston, but thi, a
ton ivas lessened and thcy liad theni lying in outrage cxcccdecd the bounds of all patience.
their warchouses 17,000,000 lbs foir ivlîich Fbtelligenceocf tii,; picce of troasoi.ble
they eould lind no,-market. insolence îîîîd riet roachied England %iliàI

It wvould have been supposed thiat tis Pai-liainent %vas sitting and iras communix-
abolition of the iniport duty wouid be a>, tell te both Ileuses by a message, front the
countcd a boon in the Colonies, and that ti e Kin, and w-as at once referred ta a cornanut
tea on xvhich only ilirec pence par po'ind %iýas tee vvitli the papers acconipany.izg it. Il
ievied then %vould be largely purclîased in ivas evident te Parliamont that the peol-1
spite of tîte associations, but on thc centra-y of Massachiusetts and espccially thlozeofs
it ci-cated great disturbance, as tise denia- Boston could ne longer be b ne witl. Il
gogues Nvho lied possession of the public the Colonies "xere te romnain a p")rtieu of h
mind persuaded the people that if they Br-itishi Empire tino C'onstitutional authoiiy
yielded ail tlieir proviou-> eff*oits- iere uzi- cf Pariiamcnt aend tino Royal prerogative
availing. nîust bc maintaincd, and tho definition of

A%~ soon as intelligence r-cched Boston the logishiîtive authonity of thse Empýrensusî
tlvnt sbips froighted iriti tea, on accoua t of net bc left te sm *uggiing traders and thocr
te Fast t-9~Company irere titiler way for foiloirers, tho rabblo of ait obscure Colonil

that port, it bec3iite again the scelte of tu village. The committee ieported that il
mult, vi ilence, and î-iot excitcd for tic pur- coîîcerned tîze houer of the nation te com
pose of frighteninig tho eoîisigxîers of the pel satisfaction te the Fast India Coînpatv
the thips frornacting utde- thei- appoint- for tino lees and lamnage sîîsttined, nd w
monts, theo rob surrouîtded their lieuses, Par-hantent reparation foi- theo iantoui aad
demanded their resignation autd oit tlicir ne unprovoked inýults offened ti4oreto. Io
fusai broko the tino windows.- and doors, cern- efl!zct tliose abjects an Act wvas passed for
pelhîîîg the o mers tz) fly ta Castla Williamt biiutting up the Port cf Bostont, prohibiilig
for shelter. Theo Gever-no- issued a procia- theo lading or uùlading of moebandise Ual
moation cailing oii the civil magistrates to evcrything except. stores for Iis Majestv s
suppress tlîe riot-, and proteet the peaceabie ser-vice and provisions and fuel fer - the in
and wcll disposu J, but they .lecliaed ta act, hiabitanîts, at any place %within its precici
theo proclamation was v iiied axtd contomned front and aftcr th(! Ist of June, 1114. tiises
and the sheriff insuitcd for reading it aitone next ensuing, until it k>aould appear te lit.
cf their illegali meetings. Even the council Majesty that peace and ot-der %vas se fatr re*
s-cfused, ta advise or tako anv measures foi- storcd ni tho towen of Boston and obedience
i3euring the ton on its- arrival or proecting ta the la%-s recognizcd that ta-ado mniglit be
tino consignees. Ipea=obly cari-nid on, the customs collecc-d.

A Military force at castle, Willhani if marcn- and due indemnification paid ta tlic E-!
cd at once on the city would have provided India Companîy for their loss as ircîl as ani
the uecessary protection, saved the effusion individuals irise h.ad suffered by thea notza,
of much blood and treasure, and prevented and iii case ahl thtese, conditions should lue
a disgî-aceful coiîtest, but such a simple mca, complied ivith thon, and net before, HLa
sure ivas nitagether beyond the raLnge of the 'Majcsty irsenpovoered to, open theo poit b)
contprebcnsict of the lastritihiGovcnîior of prîoclam~ation. As it was determnincd te eni
Massachusetts ini a civil caîuacitý - force compianuco ivith the conditions of thtt

INlcn the bl5Ups did .sî-rivu a mieeting IV* AiCt aL squadi'oit of four ships of %viru- WLs or
heid by t1h0 inhab.,t-ants of Boest.ii and th, dured to s:al for Bostonr witis a reinforceit
lncigliboriîîg twr., aud it .u..- dt,=nstc of troojis, and Genoral Gage iras ,tljriitOW
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