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‘The morning of the 24th of August, 1314,
brolkke calm and beautiful over the bivouac of
the British troops, and immediately after
sunrise the march was resumed and cor.-
tinued with successive halts till noon. A
heavy cloud of dust at a short distance in
front announced that the American General
had discovered the ruse which had been so

effectually put in operation, and hLurried his |

troops into the only position ‘by which the
Capital could e covered. Asyet the oppos-
ing forces were’ not in sight of each other,
ut the advancing British troops o1 turning
angle in the road and passing a smull
up of trees found themselves in presence
f the American army drawn up on the right
ank of the Eastern branch of the Potomac
n a commanding position of great strength.
his river which might be about 100 yards in
idth flowed between the heights occupied
v the American forces and the little town
f Bladensburg, across it was thrown a nar-
w bridge extending fromi the chief street)
o the cootinuation of the road which led
hrough the centre of tho American position.
heir army were drawn up in three lines
pon the brow of a hill commanding the
wn and Eastern bank, their front and left
nk covered by the river, and their right
esting on o thick wood and deep ravino;
be river bank in their front was shaded with |
narrow strip of willow and tamarac irees
tending towards the right of the posi-
ion, while the left was altogether bare, low
d exposed. Into this cover and all the

{without hesitation.

intervening distance) the second line oceu-
pied u similar position, while the third line
or reserve was posted on the crest of the
heights within the skirts ofa wood. The
artillery of which there were 23 pioces fiom
6 to 1S-pounders wur thus arranged : on the
bigh road commanding the bridge stood o
heavy guns and fur mounted on each sude
in support swept the glicis of the slope and
the streets of Bladensburg, the test wero
scattered with no gret judgment along the
second lime ot Infantry occupying difterent
intervals between the right of one regiment
and left of anothier. The Cavaley showed it
self in one musg in a stubble tield ou the ex-
treme left—the whole foree 1n this formid-
able position amounted according to their
own account to UJu) effective men—fully
double the number about to attack them.
.'Tha British army marclung in close column
of sections advanced into the town ot Bla-
denshurg, which the enemy had evacuated,
and were halted #s soon as within artillery
range, as was suppo-cd. for the purpose of
allowing time for recont:oitering to ascertain
whether @ practicoble ford did not exist by
which the American position could be turn-
ed—enfiladed as the bridze was an attack
by it in front must be attended with fearful
consequences. \Whatover 1casons may have
influenced General Ross the leading column
was ordered to advance without waiting to
close or collect stragglers in a few minutes
after j§ was halted, allowing the men no
time to recover breath after their march
but launching them upon the narrow bridge
It would have been no
disgrace to any troops to have sirunk from
Gthe ordeal which awaited them, but these
were the soldiers which had borne the old

ndulations of ground in their front strong

ies of riflemen had been thrown—who in |
kirmishing order covered the whole front
b the army—the open fields i the rear of;
he skirmishers wero ontrenched by high
ud strong picket fences or palings—the|
ground rose from the river in a succession
bf terraces, and about midway to the crest
behind one of the picket fences the first line'

Red Cross of Brtain from the Tagus across
the Dovro to the Adour, from Lisbon to Bay-
onne across tho Pyrences in triumph, and
were not to be repulsed by the firc of »
backwoods militin from facing a wooden
bridge spanning a bardly kuown stream in
the wilds of America. Steadily the columu
moved down the street under the incessant
fire of the supporting guns which made great

it at onee, the five of the two-gun battery

(18-poundors) opens sweeping it with a
deathly discharge by which almost an entirc
company was destroyed; (it would appear
as if the guns had been carofully trained
on a measured range, for after tha first dis-
charge the firo hécame wild and unsteady)
and the Lridge was carried by a rush, the
soldiers trampling over the dead and dying
amidst appalling cunage and o galling fire
from the American skirmishers; the light
brigade established itselt on the right bank
aof the stream, wheeling rapidly to the right
and left. they dashed into the thicket clear:
ing it at once of the «kirmishers and diiving
them back upon the first hne capturing the
two guns on the road and menucing their
right flank: this vigorous attack completely
disconcerted the American troops and their
first line gave -way without firing a shot.
Excited by this, the light brigade thiew
away their knnpsacks and other impedi
montn and extending their Ime so as to show
an equal front to the American-army push-
edon to attack the second line withont
waiting for any support fram the rest of tho
troops who were slonly crossing the bridge
~-fully aware of the weakness of the force
by which they were assailed, the second line
received them steadily, and first having
checked their advance by o heavy fire chiarg-
ed in time to recover the lost ground, but
although they succeeded in driving back the
light brigade to the cover of the thicket
they were totally unable to drive them
through it, as they maintained that position
with determined obstinacy, not only repel”
ling all attacks but driving the Americans
to the cover of their guns: in this state the
action continued till the sccond brigade had
crossed the river when the 44th Regiment
moving to the right debeuched on the left
flank of the Americans and complotely turn-
ed it, the raw militiamen on their flani weroe
broken and could not be rallied, but on the
right the action still raged with great fury,
but the 4th Iegiment advancing to the
charge while the $4th began to operate in
their rear with the spectacle of their left in

was drawn up composed entirely of infantry | 83p6 W the formation; at lengtin the foot of j full flight. it is not much wonder that they
-t a proper interval (about midway of the' the bridge is gained, the troops erowd on to) Jost all heart, broke and dispersed in the



