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rapidly for the oversirained piotism of the period, led to religious
exeroises of aatonishing length. DBaillie, ono of the Sootoh com.
afssioners, gives us an acoount of one days procoedings. e tells
us that ** after Dr. Twisso {tho Moderator) had begun with a briel
prayer, Mr, Marshall prayod large for two hours most divinely,
conlossiog the sins of the membsrs 10 a wonderfally pathetio and
prudent way. After Dr. Arrowsmith presched one hour. then »
pealm; then atter Mr., Vines prayed tweo Aours, and Mr. Palmer
preached one kour, and Mr. Seaman prayed near fico hours, thena
psalm, After Mr, Henderson brought them to a short swees con.
ferencs of the hears—cunfossed, and other scen faults to ba re-
medied. Dr. Twiese closed witha short prayer and * bloesing"
Baillio says ** this day was the steeefest that I had scon in Epgland.”

The Directory of Government Worship and Discipline, was
the first work of the Assembly, but was not completed till aboat
tho oud of 1644. The Confession of Faith was tho scoond of the
Btandards propared by the Assembly. It was submitted to
Parliament under tho title of ¢ The Humble Advice of the Aesem-
bly ot Divines, now by the authority of Parliament, sitting at
Wostmister, conocrning a Conlession of Faith” 1t was passed in
Docomber 1646, The Bhorter Catechisam wasadopted 1o Nov. 1647
and tho Larger in 1648, the former not boing an abridgement of
the latter, but the latter being an ampliication of the former.
It would Ye very interesting 1or us to know which of the members
wers chiefly engaged in the preparation of tho Coniession and
Catoohism, The mioutes ucfortunately do not give much infor,
mation on these points vat it incidentably appears, that Dr.
Anthony Tackney, Vice. Chancellor of Cambridge, bad much to
dowith the Confessionand thetwo Catechisme, ThisPresbyterian
divine was & man of groat learning,and held in high esteemed in
the Assembly. An anocdote ie told of him, which well illastrate
his oharacter. Some members of Parliament, baving requested
him, in making, bis appointmonts to positions in the University,
40 have rogard to the godly” he replied ** No man has a groater
respsct than I have to the traly godly, but I am determined to
choose none but scholars. They may deceive mo 1a their godliness,
bat they cannot in their scholarship™. Dr, Reyrolds, afterwards
Bishop of Norwich, Dr Arrowsmitt, aod Mr. Palmer, bad also
some share in framing thosestandards. The Confesrion of Faith
and the Iarger and Shorter Catechism aro recogoized as the
standardse by all the branches of the Presbyterian chuorches 1n
England, Scotland Iroland, Australis, New Zealand Canads and
the United States.

The infinence however, of tho Westmioster Assembly bas beea
more direotly and widely cxercised by tho Shorter Catochism than
even through the Confession o Faith. It woald be dilicolt to
ostimate the influence which this compendinm of doctrine kas had
on tho Presbyterian Church and congregational churchesof Puritan
stook throughout the English speaking world. The instruction
communicated through its uss has largely conduced to create that
intercst which is taken in all dnctrinal and theological qaestions
by Preabyterians. It ia a msaiter of common observation that
Prosbylerians of all classes possess a more intelligent understand.
ing of doclrine, thao that which yrevails among other”branches of
the Charch. They are more koen 0 detect erzor 1o 1ts firal begin.
nings, and loas liable to bo misled by erroneons teacbings, than are
the mass of members ol other communione. Thera is amongthose
who bave received their religious inctruction through thix admar-
able catechism, a ceriain stability in koowledge, and sobriety of
thoughs, which prevent them from becoming religious thistledowas,
blown abount by every wind of doctrine. The systematio krowledge
of theology which has permoated tho people whers the toaching ot
the Shorter Catechism hos prevailed, affords s marked contrast to
ths bazy and illdefined notions which obtain among those nes eo
instracted. The stateliness and dignily of its langaage, and its
oonstant reference to the Word of God as the only mutkority for its
statement, have tended to produco s reverential spirit for sacred
things amony thoss who bave imbibed their knowledgs ol divive
truth through its early use, while the abienoe of any refcrenco to
ooclesisstical organization has promoted thas ron.sectarisn spirit
80 oonspicuous among Presbyterians. The Awsetubly, in the pia.
paration of this Catechism which may be spoken of as the creed of
the commosn folk, il not ol tke mwore higbly instraciad I'reehy.
teriany, recogoized tho Iacs, tbat tbo length of a manscreed is
largoly the test of the extent of hiz knowledge. Tis fullress of
dootrioal statemont contained in the Shorter Catachism, as come.
pared with that expressed in similar symbola of charch beliel, aul-
ficiently indicatos what the Assembly.nnd onr Church, in adrpting
their work thought ought tr be themaodicumof relivious knnw{‘edge
jouaseased e7cu by our Dreabylerian youth, Wherever the Ehcrter
Catochism is taught, the benign inflcence of tho YWeelminater
Assembly continnos to be exercised in maintainivg thas steadtast

neas ia sound docirine which has evez been te $zas glory of our
Church.
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

Thls departmoat is conducted by a wmomber of the Genoral
Assonbly’s Crmmittes on Youny People’s Savicties,  Correspond-
oa:n s 1avatnd feom all Youag Poaple’s S wietios, and Presbyterial
and Synolical Committee. Aldeeas: “Our Young Peaple,”
Prespyreniax Review, Deawer 2405, Torouto, QOat.

WANTED-MORE HEART.
LY WILLIAM SHAW,
Treasurer of the United Suciety of Christian Endeavor.

Thero seems to bo a growing tendency amongst many workors
for young people to oxalt the educational aspect of the work., I do
not wish to bo underatood as deerying theso featnres, provided they
are kept in with proper limits. Bat thero is s danger that such
emphaais will be 1aid upon vducation that it will crowd out and
hunder the mere important work of our Youny People’s Socicties.
Tho great ovil in our churches is not that peoplo do not Anozw
onough, but that they duv not do enough  The spiritual dyspepaia
common in all our churches is caused by too much food and too
littlo exercisc.

Some would make our  .ung People’s Socioties a uecond edition
of tho Sunday school, claiming that tho Sunday school as now con.
dncted docs not meeat tho need of the young people in the line of
Bible-study. If thatis so, then re organize the Sunday school, but
do not divert tho Young Prople’s Society from ita greatly needed
aud God given work.

The mission of the early distiples in the extension of Chriat's
Kiogdom was to bo wituesses. TWhat wenesd in the church to.day
is not more students, but mors witneases. The grest power of the
Methodist Church was in its witness-bearing members, and it was
that that gave it ita marvellons growth. Literary cullure or
kuowledge of church history, good as they arein themselves, cannot
tako ite place.

Huvo you ever noticed that the brother who spaaks to edify and
instruct will put the whole prayer mesting to alsep, whils the
sunple, personal testimony or oxperiencs of some humble disciple
will move upon the heart Lke an clectric current, and quicken and
vitalize the whole mesting ?

\Whero can wo fiad & more alriking example of the result of
msgaifsiog the hicad and neglectiog the heart than in the history
of the Geiman churches? Higheat criticism and theological hair-
splitting occupy the thought of tho leaders while tho rank and Gl
of the church are apiritually deal. Such a thing as a warm,
apintaal, evaogelistic prayer meoting ia practically uoknown.
Head religion 13 as worthleas now as it was eighteen hundred years
ago, when Paul aaid, With the heart man believeth unte
rightoousnewy, and with the month cenlession is made unto
salvation.”

Tho Psalmut kaew what he was talking about when bs said,
« Let the redeemed of the Lord say s-.° Wo poed to cultivate in
out young prople to-day tho apirit of scrvice and p.oranual testimony.
Some of the young people, perhiaps, have time to tako up special
studies, if 50, lot apocial clasaee be formed for them. Bat in view
of the {act that 30 many of the young pecple are in achoo), and
already burdened with atudics that mako it almoat imposaible to
secare the time to attend the prayer meeting, let us not add to
their load by making them feel that the Young People’s Boziety is
anather claws for moro atudy.

Let us not daplicate the ®mork of the Sazday aclool or any other
departmeat «f the church work, but re-enforce and atrengthen
them all while we train our younyg peoplo in practical, Christlike

service ontaide the meeting, and genuiac, warm heartod teatimony
io the meeting.

ENDEAVOR NOTES.

Toronto Endeavorera wes planning to tuke op Christion work
smnng the people connected with the theatres of the city,—a
bitherio neglacted class,

van Leandro, Cal., Eadeavorers are urging ths estalliskment
of & poblio drinking fountain for bicylists, that they may be kept
{rora the snticementa ¢l ths saloon.

A prison commities is the latest adjuoct to the Kentucky
Chnistian Ecdeaver Unicn. 1t will slimulate work by Endes.

vorers amony the prisous and jsilaof the State,

On March 14, ore hnondred St. Letis Christian llndeavor
Bocietios fave thuir meeusky & Lhuntan citicerabip faver, with
special relarence to N¢. Lonis civic problems.

Seven membars of the Urntial Presbyterian Cbristian Endeavor
sociely, Toronto, are staying {5rthe ministry Oneis fireparing
ftor foreign work, snd four are on the home mussion Seld,




