The Presbyterian Review.

Canadian Pulpit.

No. 12.
Satan's Short Road to Plenty Rejected.
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Texv—Matt. iv. 4: ¢ Man shall not live by bread alone." —Tless
worla contain Christ’s roply to the tempter’s lirst assanlt when Jesua
was led of thoe spirit into the wildernesy to be tompted of tho devil. It
was necassary that thy Suviour should ba conformed to His peoplo and
bo mado liko unto His bretheen in all things, sin excepted, and thers:
fore, that Ho should be tempted. Nor would it bo correct to supposs
that His tomptation way hintited to the one oecasion here record . It
oxtended through His whole life of suffering, He was oves hoing tried
and put to the proof, but this chapter records

1. —SATAN'S SUPRENE ATTACK.

1. Tho firat stratygom which Satan employa is the sama one used
with such tutsl offect in the assault on tho first Adsm. Tho bodily
desiro and neced of sustenuico ia tho avenuo through which unsuspect.
«d approsoh is attompted, and in the caso of the Saviour the place
anu cirzumatances are yecaliarly favourable for snccess, The fimst
Adam, sinless also, had oatwardly the odils in his faver in so far as a
ganden of abundance differs from a wildorness of barrenness aud huugor.
2. Another featuro m tho caso is Satan’s adroit wie of tho anomaly
that one claining to Lo so great and exalted should to in circum-
stauces of such hardship and destitation. **If thou be the Son of God
command that theso stones be made bread.” Had Satan bean a wit-
ness of Christ's baptism, when the voico from Heaven proclaimed,
*“This is My Beloved Son,” or was it Ghrist’s own wrofessed claim
Satan had in viow when insinnsting the doubt :
¢ If Thon be tho Son of God,” cte. What-
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by bread alono—after all, is bread wot mecesary ? Yex, Our Lond,
Himself, admits it is—Mate. vi., 32-33,

Iow aball wa live, how shall wo gain a livelihoad, isa problem
that overy individual has to solve for P]nmu-ll'. It concerns the statos-
man to duvise such regulations for the government of wocicty, that
every class and individual shall havea fair chanes of reaping the re-
\vah{of honost labour.  Many there aro who assume that the Serip.
tures ronder but tittlo, i€ any, help in the salution of the problem.
Religion i= religion, and busitess i3 business, and aeconding to their
thinking, the two are distiuot and scparate, ~ Gur Lotd'a teaching ix .
¢ Qpek yo fist the Kingdom of God and His righteousuess aud all these
thiugs shall bo sdded unto you.” Now do theactual facty of the past
and tho present verify and confirm our Lord's teaching on that subject ?
Why di.l the great nationslitics ofantiquity, Babylon, Egypt, Awyria,
Persis, Groeco and Rome, with all their civilization go down in Tum
al perish from tho carth?  Was it vor lack of bread T Aswredly not,
but l}nr Jack of righteonsness.  Weongs and fujustive of varions kiuds
brod intornal dissension, and this combined with outward assault ro-
silted iu their goingdown in ruin  Man shall not live Ly bread alone
is 3 priuciple tfx:t holds good in national as well vy individual hfe.,
And as regavds tho faots of the !»rosont, what is weic testimony in
roferonce to Christ’s teaching on this question  He makes righteous.
ness tho condition and basts of social well-befag, aud nays: **Seek yo
tirst tho kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
shall bo added unto you.” Mauny of you whom I address have visited
tho great Columbian Exhibition, or World's Fair, in Chicago. Thero
you have soon the products, manufacture: and industrics of the
nations of tho world, and you have had opportunity of comparing ous
with another. Now, what nations bave the best food. tho best
clothing, tho best furniture for their houses, and tho best houses to
lirsin? The most Christian nations of the world are immeasurably
in advance of all the othors in overything contributing to the support
aud social comfort of all claswes of the people. Take such nations ag

- tho British Empire and Germany in the old
world, and the United States aml Caunada in

evor answer bo given to these questions, it
1s_manifest that Satan did not kuow Jesus
fully. Huwever vast Satan’s knowledge way
bo, 1t i3 yet finito and limited, and henco his
hopo of succeading by measures which proved
abortive, In like manner does Satan hope to
overtbrow thoso who ave kept by the powor
of God through faith unto salvation. Marvel
not, baliover, if hiy attacks on you are penis-
tont, aud as profound in their dapths of cun-
ning as they aro roplete with malignsnt hos-
tility against your peaco and purity

I.—Note the position whick Jesus selcets
for vanqnishing tho tempter.

1. It is written—Le does notsay where it
is writton. He i3 not careful to distinguish
between ono part and another of existing Serip-
ture, as if some parts were cspecially worthy
of confidence and others less so. By this un.
qualified **It is wrnitten,” he, by implication,
endorses a3 of absolute authority the existing
Scriptures.  The quatation 1s taken from Deut.
viii, 8, ““He fed theo with mauna whica
thon knewest not, neither did thy fathers
know, that He might make thee know that
man doth not live by bread only,” eto.

2. It is meroly by God Himself we live,

the new, and compars theie exhibits with
those of the greatest and most advanced of
heathen nations, and what a commentary you
have on the influence of Christianity on i
vidual and national hfo ; and 1t not a most
importaut and stnking conh. .ation of the
hopes and promises of Christianity for cter-
uity, that it does so much and such great
things for man in time? I aty first frits are
80 goodly, aro they not an assuring pledge of
the excollence of 1ts coming harvest *

Let us, then, ondeavour to catch more and
moro of the jnspiration of the Saviour s words,
** Mau shall not live by bread alone.” Iat
us live in the vonsciousness of a hfo so com
]:rchenslvo. exalted and spriitual, that nothin
ess than God Himself can be its real auﬁ
satisfying support,  When our temporal sup-
plies_aro stinted, and the tempter suggests a
prohibited method of immediate vlenty, lot
us (cmember the mavim of Him wha aid
* Man shall not live by vread alone.” Lot
us live in the apirit of that godliness whieh
hath the promise of tho lifo that now is and
of that which is to come. Then shall we
know in over increasing micasuro the blessed-
ness of partaking of the true Bread which

and Ho can sustain us in one way or in another o
according to His govereign pleasure. Mere
bread will not ward off death,

3. Man’s nature is too complax and his life
in tho full senso too comprehensive and exalled to bo sustained Ly
bread alone,  The rich fool said *“Sonl, thou hast much geods laid
up for many years ; tako thine esse, eat, drink snd be merry.” A
man's life does not consist in the abundauce of the things ho pos-
seszeth.  As man has a higher lifo than that of the body, ¢ hore are
higher clemonts and interests in_this problem than mere vread, im-
portant and needful as that may be.

ITI.—If Christ had adopted Satan’s suggestion, cartain consequen-
ces of & vory serious nature would have been involved. In the first
place he would have admitted the very position which He denies, viz.,
that man lives by bread alone.  Further, e would Lave g0 far ceased
to be an oxamplo to you and me in meeting and grappling with tempta-
tion. We cannot wark miracles for aur otwa rolict or benefit ; but we
can say * It iswritton,” cte. Weo can take our stand on the word of
God, and endure hardness ax good soldiers in a spirit of faith ; wo can
fight tho battle on tho same priuciple upon which Ho fought and con-
quered.  And further still, had Christ adopted Satan’s suggestion He
would have been using for Himself and for His own delivorance a
power which must be held in reserve if Ho was to save us by being our
sutfering substitute. Tho grand crucial test to which all through His
lifo 83 woll as in His death Hosubmitted, was this: that Ho suffered
and yot possessed tho power at any moment to deliver Himsslf.
Herein lay tho continuous test und proof of His suffering being vol.
untary. He had power to lay down His life, and if so, not to lay it
down, and power to take it again. But His power to savo Himsolf
Ho must not uso, if He is to save us, for 1o cannot save both Himsell
and us. This lsu-inciple held good when He suffered, being tempted,
oven has it held good whon Ho refused to prove His sonship by coming
down from the ctuss.  All these considerations and consequences com-
bined to emphasico the vital importanco of His stand hero taken; *“It
is written, man shall not live by bread alone.”

1V.—But when all that can bo said has bien said in illustration of
sho soundnéss and importancs of the perition that raan shall not live
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catue dovn from heaven, of which it a man
cat ho shall nover die. Lot nsstand strong in
faith agaiust the temptation to adopt pro-
hibited short roads to abundance. Eot us,
after tho example of our Lord, prefer to suffer rather than to have
recourse to illegimato methods of escapo—for wo, too, are tested
like manuner ax He was,

Beausp all tho clamour for pulpit oratery there lies tho notion
that somohvw the preacher is to do it all. “Thero 13 a Protestant
sacerdotalisg only Jess in{'urious than the Roman Catholic tpye. The
preacher is not to do it all. If Christianity is to prevail in any com-
mumty, it must be by cach Christian’s oxercising his gitts for the
causo of Christ. The Yeap)o who long for an ** cloquont™ preacher,
could probab’y make their minister, if he is a good man, adapted to
his place, eloquont enough for all practical purposes, by rallyingabont
his ministry, and not depending on him to **draw™ them as well as
thoso who care nothing for religion.—The Watchman.

Pavt is over dwelling on the importance of the death of Jesns, his
blood. He concoives of men as utterly lost and needing redemption,
and that redemption as one which must cost the lifo of the Redvemer
He says clsewhere, *Christ redvomed us, bought us out, from the
curso of the law, being made a cursvin our behalf.” (Gal. iii. 13.)

It is important to have a deep sensu of tho heinousness and curse of
sin It is necessary to hate it, to try and avoid it. A sense of sin iv
tho condition to sglvation. A man cannot repont uutil heo sees his sin
and the loss it involves.

Where Paul talked about there being no distinetion between a Jew
and Gentilo in the matter of sin and salvation, we must speak of thers
being no distinetion among us, between rich and poor, learned and
ignorant, churchgoer and outsider.

TueE one gift that includes all spiritnal gifts, the blesdng that en-
wraps all blessing for our churches, iy Jesus. A personal Jesus ac.
cepted i3 salvaticn ; a personal Jesugaccepted in sanctification ; a per-
sonal Josus trusted is s constant oy , & prrsenal Jesus paesessed is oue
only power,—Cuyler.
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