THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

3

fflhe SSunday S3chool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON 1V.
h;;-, ;‘\ } THE BUILDERS INTERR

Neh
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Gotuexn Text.—*‘Neventhicless we made our prayer
unto our God and set a watch against them day and
night, because of them.” - Neh. iv, 9.

HOME STUDIES.

M. Neh. it 1-32.. The building of the wall.

T. Nehiv. 1-12....The hostile plot.

AV, Ps, lix, 117, ...Deliverance sought.

Th, Neh. iv. 13-23.. The successful defence.

F. Ds. cxxv, 15... The Lord round about His people
S. Zech, viil. 1-23 . Enlargement promised.

8. Ps. cxxiv, 1-8 Escape from the snare.

HELPS TO STUDY,

Nchemiah, with a royal ** finnan,” or safe conduct, and a
retinue, journeyed at once to Jerusalem. His arrival, as he
was aware, at once awakened suspicion, but he kept his own
counsel. After three days’ rest, )llc made sccretly a survey
of the ruins of the walls, and armnged his plans,

Then he assembled his countrymen, pointed out the
danger of their defenceless state, and urgc«[ the speedy re-
building of the walls of the city. All hearts were fired by
his words, so that the response was hearty and unanimous—
Let us arise and build,

With wonderful tact Nehemiah arranged and portioned
out’ e’ work, Every class and every man lad his own
share biSigned him. Tt was so arranged that most of the
people of the city built a portiun of wall opposite or nearest
to his own house. This created a strong personal feeling in
the work, and united public and private interests; a plan
which might still be foilowed with advantage in mnnicipal
affairs. Every one went ta work except the nobles of Tekoa,
who, doubtless, thought the manual labor bencath them.
(Nech. iii. 5.) Nehemiah inspired every one with s own
courage and enthusiasm. He had brought no new forces nor
discovered resources which were previously unknown.  But
he had aroused the people to a sense of their dusy, and
stirred up their sleeping energies.  So theie are walls to be
built, works for Christ to be accomplished : that which
hinders is simply a lack of interest and energy. The
Churches need 10 (x: aronsed.

The opposition increased as the work wenton.  All kinds
of scaffs and insults wete heaped upon the undertaking,
But Nehemiah’s only answer was prayer, while the pcop‘fe
laboured on with ceascless energy, completing the whole
wall up to half its intended height, because they had a2 mind
to work. How much can be done, when there s a mind to

d:‘ it. A single-hearted purpose will accomplish great
things.
I Tur Wickep Consriracy—Vers. 7, 8.

en the enemiss of the Jews (Note 1) found that, not-
wilhstax\dingall their mockery, the wall was being builg,
they determined upon more serious measures.  Their allies
were summaned, counsel was taken, and a conspiracy was
formed to fight against Jerusalem and hinder the work.
But this they determined to do, not in open warfare, but by
:mx}:h suddenly to surprise the builders and destroy their
work, .
There arc always enemies to oppose every good work ; very
many and very crafty.

Opposition to truth and righteousness unites for 2 time
those who otherwise are at war with onc another.

There have been many such conspiracies, and there will
be many more. Compare the conspiracy of the brethren of
Joseph against him ; of Absalom against David—2 Sam.
xv. 12; of the wicked prophets—Lixck, xxii. 2§; of the
Pharisees and Herodians against Christ—>Matt xxii, 15-18.

I1. Te CONSPIRACY DETECTED—Vers, g-12.

No movement of the enemy escaped the vigilance of
Nehemiah. He discovered their plot and took meeasuers 10
defeat jt. These were two. The first was prayer, by which
he sooght help from God. The second was a watch, which
he set by day and night over aganst (not ** because of
them ") kis adversaries. True prayer never slackhens energy,
but, on the contrary, rcdoubles zeal and activity. Through
these means God sends answers to prayer—** Watch and
pray,”—this is the way to overcome all opposition—Matt.
xiii. 33: Eph. vi, 18.

Three s!:cial diffculties are noted which tended greatly
to hinder Nchemiah and strengthen Ris cnemics.  (t.) The
magmitude of the work discouraged many feebie-hearted
oncs—ver 10. The burden-bearers began to fail. The
novelty had worn off, and actual work had chilled enthu-
siasm. Actual service tests zeal, and much that promised
well fails.  (3.) The threats of the enemy worked upon the
fears of the timid (ver. II), who dreaded lest at any mo-
ment they should be surprised and slain,  {3.) Those who
lived in the towns near the Samaritans endeavoured to re-
call those of their own people who were helping to rebuild
the wall of Jerusalem—v. 12. (Note 2.) This they did
ten times. These people lived near thecnemy, and far
away from the sanctuary ; itis no wonder they were so fear-
ful.  Those who live near God, and leam from his promise
and strength to estimate aright the strength of the cnemy,
are bold to fight and speak forthe truth.  ‘Timid fricnds are
even worse than open foes.

III. THE CONSPIRACY DEFEATED—Vers., 13-18,
Nehemiah was only moved by all these plottings without,

and fears within, to take rerewed precautions. e set
guards beside the low and  exposed parts of the wall.  (Note
3) Ue exhorted the people to remember the Lord,
Lheir stength and hope were in i who was greater than
all who were against them.  Josh, xxun 105 3 Chron,
xxxii. 8 3 Rom. viii. 31.

“The work was then resumed, but the precautions were not |
relaxerd.  ‘The retirement of the enemies did not throw |
Nehemiah off tus guatd,  tle knew that although baflled, |
they were unchanged, and unly waned an opportwiny to}
re-commence their machinations.  \Vhile une half worked,
the other half, with haw and shield, and coats of mail (Note
4) were ready foraction.  Even the labourers went about !
anncd.  Ulws they worked wath a sword in one hand and a
trowel in the other.

“faernal vigtlance is the price of liberty A
n the hife, evil m the world, error in the Church,
be maintaned ceascless watch,

The Cheistian is a wother, even a cu-worker with God in}
the ugthuildimg of the walls of the Jerusalem which 1s above,
But the vity is being built in troublous tinses—Dan. ix. 2s.
[he € brstian, therefore, 1s called also to be a soldier, and!
Lo matan the wadlare agawmst sin under tus Captan—Eph,
vi 1318,

We must be prepared for conflicts, and expect  difficulties
and opposition.

;i:\insl sin
there must |

EXIPLANATORY NOTLS.

t. Saaballat. A native of Horonaim, beyond the Jo:-‘
dan (ch, 1. 10}, and probably also a Moatutish chief, whom,
probably from ol 1 nauunal haued, we tind united in councal |
with the Sarmaritans,  Whether he held any public office as |
governor over the Moahites, orover the Samatitans, the
recurd does not state,—A%2f0.  He was probably satrap or |
pacha ol Samana ander the Permans, and Tobiah was his
vizier, ot chief adviser Crobp. Tobiah. ‘lodnah s a
Jewish pame (Ez ji. 60). 1lewas probablya senegade Jew,
who had become a slave among the Ammonites, and by his
talents and cunming had risen into pronunence, and was now
chief adviser of Sanballat; hence the epithet, which prob-
ahly his enemies had fastdhed un han, ' Tobiah the slave, '-
Crosty. The Arabians.  ‘The Arabians referred to hete
are those taken captive by Sargon, king of Assyria, who
were carned by hum to Samana, and seitled there ; for an
account of whih cunsult Rawlinsun’s Ancient Monarchies,
vol.i.,, p. 146 Ammonites Descendants of Ammon,
half-brother of Moab. and son of Lot. Unlike Moab, the
Krcc:sc position of the Ammomues is not ascertainable, It

as been suggested, that, asthe Jews were also subject to
Persia, the great body of these people would hardly dare go
to war with them, and that *‘the allusion is probably toa
band composed lasgely of Arabians, Ammonites, and Ash-
dudites, which Sanballat mamtaned as a guard to his per-
son, and which formed a purtion of the army of Samana
mentioned in v.2.”  Ashdodites. Ashdod, or Azotus, was
a Philistine city abeut 30 miles from the southern frontier
of Palestine, three from the Mediterranean Sea, and aboat
half way between Gazaand Joppa. The Philistines were
always hostile to Isracl.

2. From all Places whence he shall return unto us.
Perhaps the best rendenng of this dafficult passage is that of
Bertheau, —*“They said unto us tea times {rom afl the places
((roz\ which they camie), that yuw mast return to us.”'~—
Cook.

3. Onthe higherplaces. Thisis a mistaken rendering.
The word meansa dry or bare place, and hence, by a me-
taphorical use, aneaposed part of the wall.  The *‘lowest
parts,” and the *‘exposed parts,” are in apposition. For
tand.” read “‘even.”—Crosby.

4. Habergeons. Old English for coat-of-mail, from
““ halo,” (neck) and ““bergen” (to protect).  Coats-of-mail
were common in Assyria from the ninth century B, C,, and
in Egypt even earlier. They were made of thin laminx of
bromze or iron sewn upon leather or linen, and overlapping
one another, — Cook.

|

LLESSON V.

Feb. 2,

b2} THE READING OF THE LAW.{¥0em

Gorpes TEXT. — * The entrance of thy words giveth
Ilight ; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”—T's.
CX1X. 130,

HOME STUDIES,

M. Neh. v. 1-19..000vvnee, Grievances redreszed.

T. Neh.vi. 1449...0 oovnnnes The wall finished.

W. Neh. viii. 1-12.. ..., .The law read.

Th. Deut, vi. 1-13.. ... ... .Bible study commanded.
F. John v. 30-97 ..... Ceienes Bible study enjoined.

S. Actsxvil, T-14..cccvreinnn Bible study commended.
S. Ps. cxix. g97-512........ ..The law loved.

HELPS TO STUDY.

A briefreview of the history which intervenes between the
present and the last lesson will beinteresting. Note:—

1. How Nehemiah relieved the distress of the poor, by abol- |
lishing the extortionate usury exacted by the rich, and by'
| his own gencroushosptahity and his refusalto take the allow-
ance which nghtfully belonged to lum (chap. v). }

2, fiowe Nehemiak, by his wwisdom, and courage, difeatod
the plots of his enemics.  Five times they tried to entice lim i
Juut'of the city that they might stay him. Then they hired a
prophet to fiighten Nchemiah and make him take refuge in
the temple, that they might brand him as a coward,  But |
this also failed (chap. vi.) In the face of all difficulties the

wall was completed, and a measare of security was thus ob-
tained. No longer are they at the mercy of their enemics.

— — — -

They can now meet to warship God without fear of inter.
ruption or molestation.

They celebrate these new found hil-erties by the conven-
ing of a solemn awsembly, whith washeldupoun the first day
of the seventh month, in the open place to the south of the
tenuple. The people gather themeelves together with a hearty
unanunity, which showed earnest ane anxious desire,

‘That which brought them there was—

1 Tue Reapine oF THE Book oy
they desred Ezra to bring,

bserve—1. JAe hearers.  They are all that can hear
with understanding. Every one should iead God's
Waoid; all have a right to read it for themscdves.  The Bibte
is for the people.  This is the great Vlessing which the
Reformation sccured us—an open Hible apen to all 1w
hungry these people were for God's Word, how eager to
hearit  lsthere in us the same cacnest desiie o knowtod s
will, to find the truth?  Are we cager - avail carselves of
every opportunity for instruction and edifiation, vt has the
very greatest of our pnvileges made us indiflcrent and care-
less?  \When Bibles were few and costly, and read even at
peril of life, they were prized perhays more than when they
are so plentiful and cheap, and there is perfect freedom o
read them.  We fmlto appreciate the greatness of vur priv-
ilegees, and how they exceed these of the men of old,  “The
scene in Jerusalem reminds us of what was otten witnessed
after the Reformation, when multitud:  flocked daily to
hsten while some good reader read forth from the chamed
Book the Wordds of hfe.

2 7% KRead.r, Ezra the Scribe, asasted by thisteen
others who stood beside him.  (Note 1.) The scribe was
the man of the bork, whose work was to study, to translate
(Note 2), to apply and enforce it.  This they did throughoue
the taad from l‘us tune 1 the synagogue; and in thus they
are the vepresentatives vt the Chnstian aunistry, which s a
“ministry of the Word,” and whose chicf work 1t 1s to study
and preach it.

3. Zie Book read s God's Word, which is the only rule
uf life, the fuuntam of wisdom, the well-spring of hope, the
source of all authority, the buuk whose sutyect and sub-
stance is Christ, to reveal whom bemng s great purpose.
The Bible 1s the corner stone of national prosperity, the
secret of A nation’s gieatness, as Queen Victona winfe to
the Queen of Madagascar, The Bible read, hine-studied,
digested, is the foundation of all true Chusuan chacacier.
Errors and mistakes in Christianity ; weakness and one-
stdedness in Chnstian character; can all be traced to
ign. -ance of God’s Word,  In thg thorough, carefsl, prayer-
ful, intelligent study of the Book is the hope of all genuine
reformation and progress

II. THE REsuLTs OF ReavinG Gob's Law  Hercin
lies the test of realuy of all religious inquiry and study. It
must be judged of by its fruts,  Much sced 1s sown by the
way side, much that apparently finds a lodgement s choked
by the cares and pleasures of life.  \What became of the seed
Ezra sowed? Four results are noted in thus and the follow-
ing chapter.

1. Prayer. They worshipped the Lord. Ver. 6. In
chap. 1x, 5-38, there is a descriptilon of a great prayer-
meeting.  The prayer contains thanksgivings for God's
goodness, confession of their own sin, and earnest purpose
of amendment, with dedications of themsclves to God.

£ every sermon and every reading of God's Word would
only send people to their knees, what blessed results would
follow.

2 Peaiten. . The people wept, ver. 9. Conscience
was awakened @ the heart was touched : past sins were seen
in their true character and their heinousness lamented.
When our heaning of God’s Word mahes us more and more
dissatisfied with self, and uncomfortable, 1t proves we have
read to some purposc.

3. Foy. The people made great mitth, ver. 1o. How
could this be? Penitence and joy could there go togeth-
er. Scanse of guilt awakened sorrow, but they rejoiced
because they understood the words that were declared to
them ; these words speak hope and peace to the peme
tent—God’s Word as it reveals the remedy for sin, makes
us sorrowful; but it also reveals the remedy for sin,
the Saviour of sinners, and with these glad tidings it
Lrings joy to the believing heart.

4. Amendment of fife  They thus proved themselves
not only hearers, but doers of the Word.  “They entered
iuto a covenant with the Lond, chap. ix. 35. So we are
called upon to offer up ourselves, our souls and bodies,
to be a living sacrifice.

Thesc are bxc fruits of Bible-reading.
we have not read in vain?

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

1. These 13 persons were probably the chicf pnests of
the course which was at the tume performing the temple
service.  Only a few of the names recur in othier parts of
the book; Hilkiah (ch. xii. 7), Malchiah (x. 3.), Me-
shullam {ch. x. 7), Pedaiab (ch. iii. 25), Usijah (ch. iii.
4).—Cook,

2. Commentators are divided 1nto opinton as to the im.

or' of this statement: some thinking that kzra read the
E\w in pure Hebrew, while the Levites who assisted him
translated it sentence by sentence into Chaldee, the ver
nacular dialect which the exiles spokein Babylon ; while
athers mamtain that the duty of these Levites consisted
explaining to the people, many of whom had become very
ignorant, what Erza had read.

s Law, wiadh

Do we thus prove

A DESTRUCTIVE conflagration has accurred at the Abdin
Palace, the winter residence of the Khedive of Egypt.  Half
of the building was destroyed.



