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THE EXCISEMAN.

Written for the Legitr,

Humorous writera aml tiavellers of
whatever sort who talk of Ircland
have perenniel corufort m the enst
once of the mountain still and the
cautious (istribution of its praduct. A
drop of licit ** poteen” has como to bo
one of the ¢ eaizhtz™ of the country
wluch tourisie alwaya count upon.
The boys of the mountun regions,
now grown into vld men, love to tell
of their youthful watddung for the
vgnuger - and tho futile eftorts of
that person, whose best efforta were
nullified by the watchfuluess of the
boy.

1t is not ulone in Ircland that the
still is found. Iu Faglund and Scat-
land the hills are still utilized to 2ome
extont. Georgin aud Kentaeky * mouvn-
shines  arc woll ke:own produets, and
evenin Canada,and isour own province
ig a ¢ mountain dew,” tho makors of
which are a thorn in the side of the
authorities. The peaceful inland rev
enuo officer 18 auvtlnng but a welcomne
person in certain parts of the country,
places where it has as yet been impos
gible tv suppress the trude. In the
mountainous regious of the north,
with a fresh runinng strcam by every
hillside, the traflic 18 continuous aud
next to impussible to eradicaty, all the
more so ag the pouple arcan great part
sympatluzers with the stull men.  An
instance will serve to iilustrate thas,

Not long ago a mysterious loohing
man made his appearance ut the oftice
of ono of the cluef officials of the
departinent. Ilis movements wero
stealthy, as if fearful of somo diro
catasirophe overtalang Jum. Once
behiud the clused dour a sense of ro-
lief seemed to pervade lus whole heng,
and m a few nunutes he wufolded lus
mnformation to the seerctive man of
the law. The result of the mterview
was that two excisemen, lovers of
peace and quiet Living, werv despatchd
to a part of the country to which they
were both complety strangers,  Ther
mstructions wers to ascertain whether
certain persons, living in a certain
congcession, near certain cross-roads,
and up a certawn stream, Were careying
on contrabaud traflic. Asastrangers
presence in that section would be
quickly reported, the search was at
once made, and the distiller’'s crude
appliances were socon on the way to
the station. As the train was long
since gone, however, there was nothiny
to do but to sech shelter and keep
watch over their find. The proximity
of the still may have had something
to do with it, or perhaps the oflicers
were tired. IFrom whatever cause
they were botn asleep bafore many
bours. In the meantime the ncigh-
borbood had been aroused and a body
of men came down upon the retreat
armed with crowbars. The oftjcers
were overpowered, their fuces blacken-
cd, and both sccurely muzzled. The
law has never since secn the outfit.
The ofticers returned crestfallen, and
were ever after the mark for a joke.

The joke, however, is not alwnys on
tho oflicer. The position 1s always
trying to the steadiest nerves, and a
« gtill hunt™ i3 usually an occasion of
great danger. His path is over swamps
and mountaing, often by the paths
known only to the few. If he 13 on
the right scent he generally gets the
still, which in the crudest form is
simply a hollowed log, sheated inside
with block tin, the upper part covered
air-tight with the sama metal and fitted
with a cupper head and spiral tubo
called the worm. Very often thoso
comnected with tho traffic give the
information. They will approach an
officer and give him complete infor-
mation of & * still-runmag™ as they
express it. Sometines this is done out
of personal enmity, sometimes to mis-
lead the excisciman aud hold him up
to ridicule, but oftener the latter. An
oficer who was thus furnished not
long ago with facts and drawings, came

to a nice looking house, and in the
absence of the owner, at once nstitut.
ed search, Iinding nothing, he was
about to leave and to hirastomshment
walked into tho arms of a respectablo
clergymen. It came ottt in the courso
of apologes aud cxplanations that the
mniater had preaclied on the previous
Sunday condemning the peactire of
ilheit distilling, and lus purishionsrs
Ind tnken this means of expressing
their approval.

It was rough on the oflicer, but
eventually he turned the tables. Inn
fow weeks he had other directions and
other drawinga, which led him ut
mdnight to u vast swamp.  The snow
was deep and the ronds were all but
impussable.  Thia time however, he
took the informer along as a pledge
of good faith. A drnivoof twelve miles
on a bitter cold mght brought them to
theswamp, lHerothe guido weakened.
Coaxing, promises, threats wore nlike
unavasthing. o would not go on.
Fiding nothing would serve, thu
ofticer returned to lus sleigh, pulled a
stiff hime on his horse aud left the
informer to hig joke and a twelve mule
tramp.

-

flowells Love for Tennyson,

1 havo never ceased to adore Tenny-
son, though the rapture of the new
convert could not last, writes William
Duan Howeulls in his literary autobio
graphy, ** My Literary Passions,” in
the September Ladies' Home Journal
That must pass like the flush of any
othur pnssiun. I think I have now &
botter senso of his compnrative great.
neas, but a better sonse of bis positive
greatuess J couid not bave bad than I
had in the beginning, and I believo this
is the cssential knowledge of a poet.
It is very well to say one is greater
than Keats, or not so great as Words
worth, that one is or is not of the
highest sort of poets like Shakespearo
and Dante and Goothe; but that does
not mean anything of value, and I
nover find my account in it. I konow
it is not possible for any less than the
greatest writer to abido lastingly in
one's life. Somo dazzling comer may
enter and possess it for a day, but he
soon wears his welcome out, and pre-
sently (inds tho door, to bo snswered
with a not at-home if be knocka again.
But it was only this morning that 1
read ono of the new last poems of
Tenpyson with a return of tho emotion
which ho first woke in wme well nigh
forty years ago. There has been no
year of thoso many when I have not
read hita sod loved him with something
of the early fire if not all the eatly
conflagration; and cach successive
poem has been for me a fresh joy.

I suspect that I carried his poems
about, with me a great deal of the time;
I am certain that 1 always had tbat
blue-and gold Tennyson in my pocket ;
and I was ready to draw them upon
anybody at tho slightest provocation.
Thas is the worst of the ardent lover of
literature; he wishes to make every
one eclso share his rapture, will he, nill
he. Many good fellows suffered from
my admiration of this author or that,
and many more protty, patieat maids.
1 wanted to read wy favorite passages,
my favorito poems to them; I am
afraid I oiten did read, when they
would rather have been talking; in
the case of the pocrns 1 did worse, I
repeated tham,

An inventor has brought out a rack-
ing chair that is actuated by electricity.
The sitter can, at the samo time,
receive gentle currents by grasping
metal handles or by resting tho Lare
feet on netal pedals,

In his Vxertants Puis, Dr. Parmeleo
has given to the world the fruits of leog
scieotific rescarch in the whole realm cf
medical acienco, combined with new and
valuablo discoverics nover beforo kuown to
man. For Ziclicate and Debilitated Consti-
tutivns Parmcleo’s Pills act liko a charm.
Taken in small doscs, tho effect ia both a
tonic and a stimulant, mildly cxciting the
sccretions of tho body, giving tono and vigor,

Tho Superlor of tho Angustinians,

Tho Moat Rov. Bebastian Martinelli,
ninoty-ninth of tho loug lino of illus-
trious Superiors-Goneral of the Auguat-
inian Order (reaching back to the date
of tho union of the 0.8.A. in 1264),
was born Aug. 20, 1848, in the parish
of Sant’ Anns, Lucca, Tuscany. Ho
is the youngest of fivo childron of
Cosimo and Maddalena (Pardini) Mar-
tinelli, His oldest brothor, tho late
Cardinal Tommnaso Maria Martinelli,
and the third son of the family, Father
Aurelins Martinelli ynow Director Gen.
eral of tho I’lous Union), also became
Augustinian friars,

Sebastian went to Rome when he
was fiftoen years of ago, and has dwelt
for thirty.one years in the Etornal City.
Most of his timo has heen spent in
teaching. He was roridout Regont of
Studies at tho Irish Augustinian Hos-
pice of Santa Maria in Posterula ; and
(whon the governmont seized that
houaa for public improvoments) at San
Carlo on the Corso. For many yearas,
ho was Promoter of the Oauses of the
Augustinian Saints and Blossed onea—
an oflice of trust and great honor; in
us much as the Promoter is champion,
advocate and rponsor of the candidates
for canonization before the Sacred Con-
gregation of Rites.

At tho General Chapter of the Au
gustinian Qrdor, convened nearly five
years ago, at ths Convent Church of
St. Monica, Rome (in the vory sbadow
of tho Vatican Basilica) Subastian Muar-
tinetli was glected Prior-General of the
Herniits of the Order of St. Augustine
vice the Most Rev. Pacitico Neno,
deceased February, 1859, O that au-
tumn day (the 28th of Septomber, 1889)
Father Sebastian was in his cell at San
Oarlo—knowing nothing about the
election. The comwitteo from the
Chapter-houge, coming thither in the
name of the Cardinal President, found
the humble friar at his desk (ho was a
hurd student), and despite his tears and
protests, insisted on bearing himn off to
where the brotbren were awaiting their
newly-chosen chief. Their choice has
been well approved by the distinction
with which the young Fathor-General
bas filled his higb and responsible posi.
tion. He is a member of the Holy
Otlice, that select aud supreme tribunal
at Rome, which claiins the Sovereign
Pontift himsgelf as its Profect: and
which is called to rerder decision on
the weighticst causes aud questions of
Ohristendom. 1le resides at St.
Monicw’s, Rome.

He sailed from Italy on June 21, of
the present year, and arrived in New
York on the feast of SS. Petarand Paul,
He is the only Augustian General save
one (the Moat Rov. Paul Micallef, who
visited South Awmerica in 1859) that
over crossed to this side of the Atlan-
tic; and he camo for a visitation of
the houses of bis ('rder and to preside
at the Chapter convened at Vilianova
Oollege on July 25. Dr. Martinelli is
in the very prime of his maubood and
usofulness ; and possesses a charmiog
personality—a gracious mingling of
digoity and ascetic simplicity. Ho
spoeaks Eonglish with case aud fluency ;
and his many and brilliant gifts acquire
a fresh omphasis and adornment trom
the unaffected modesty of his besring.
To the quick, vivacious ardor of his
countrymen, he unites the keen insight
and delicate sympathy of the high-bred
churchman ; aod judging of the beauty
of his Italian torgue by tho excellence
of its English adaptability, we frlt sure
that it fully justifies tho truth of tho an-
cient proverb, that there is no Janguage
in all Italy so sweet, Ro musical, as
that of the

* Lingua Tuscana
In bocea Romana.”

Lana, a3 early as 1675, accuratoly
deacribed tbo differential thermometer,
and told how ono should be made.

Ladios who are willing to carn Teo Dollars
a woek will obtain tho nocessary information
by addressing a card to P, O. Box 2523,
Torouto.

A Groat Dominican.

Rov. Alhert Woies, a Bavarian priest
of the Order of Preachors is the sab.
joct of the following highly compli-
montary paragraph  taken from o
reviow of his great wark, tho Apology
for Chiristianity, in tho columns of Le
Peopagatour., Father Weiss was born
in 1844,

“'T'his man is a Gorman and a monk,
two qualificatinng which are not indeed
suflicient recommondation to Obauvin.
ista and aunti monachista; but he bas
othera. ‘This monk, this Dominicsn is
greator in himself than five or six
specialista, A theologisn, ho bad ex
aminnd tho foundations of dogma and
morals. A philosopher, thore is no
system of philisopy with which he is
unacquaioted. A historian, he is
brilliant not alone in accuracy of de-
taile, but also in the eplendid insight
which hero and thero be exercises upon
geueral periods in the history of civiliz.
ationa. A jurist, there uro about ready
for publication two volumes which
would establish his reputation as one of
the most distinguished lawyers of hisg
country. Ascetic, he has written a
book onOhristian perfection, ‘* a pearl”
which is tho delight of pious souls. A
controversialist, bis pen has produced
articles without number. Linguist, he
spoke with equal facility bis native
language, French, Ttalian, Spanish,
Dutch and Hungarian, and the Uni.
vergity of Munich had fow students
who wero his superiors in the study of
Hobrew, Arabic, Sanscrit and the
Rablinical tongue. A litterateur, he
has dealt with all peoplesand all epochs,
A stylist, ho it asfinished ag Taino aud
a8 irresistible as Carlyle. A poet, ho
bas composed fugitive verses of ravish-
ing grace and harmony. An observer,
he took as much pleasure in listening to
tho nocturnal chorus of the frogs in a
pond, as did La Fontaine in following
the funeral cortege of an ant. An
orator, bo had the penetrating look, the
vibrant voice, tho transports of touch.
ing onthusiasm which in Lacordaire
evoked applause undor the arches of
Notre Dame., And what is moro re-
markable, the faculties of this man
were not subdued under this stress,
He has been able to avoid the appear-
ances of mere erudition and to im-
press tho stamp of his livoly aud
original personality. His works are
not beavy, such as comber the earth
and repulse the hands that touch them ;
the ideas they contain are such ag will
give food for reflection for half a
century or perhaps a century.”

———nae il
A Reminlscence of Pins 1X,

Just now, when the centenary of
Popo Pius IX. is being colebrated, we
might appropriately reproduco the fol-
lowing incident in the life of that
great and kind-hearted Pontiff. Hig
gencrosity was proverbial, and is the
subject of many an anecdote to thig
day among the good people of Rome.
A prelate who was witness of innumer-
able acts of private munificent charity
told us how one day Pius IX. found an
envelope placed on his writing-table by
an unknown hand, contsining a large
+sum of ready money, which was left to
him a8 & legacy by some pious Catho-
lic. The kind-hearted Pontiff soon
disposed of his unexpected wealth.
Calling one of his chaplains, he request-
od him to draw up a list of respectable
families well-known to be living in
poverty and too proud to complain to
suyono of thoir hard lot in life. When
the list was laid before His Holiness
bo bimsolf wrote down a certain amount
boside each name, and calling & domes-
tic gave him tho entire contents of the
mysterious envelopo with orders that
every penny of it should be distributed
according to his liat * before the ring-
ing of the * Ave Maria ' that evening |”
That hia directions were faithfully
obeyed, and many & sufforing heart
made glad that day, it is needless to

say.



