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LEO XIIL'S8 ENCYCLICAL

@n the Xludy of tioly Seripture.

(Continued from Last Weel )

THR OGOLDEN AGR OF BINL(CAL EXROKRIS.

As a confirmation of our arguments
we may recall tho example of multi-
tudes of men remarkable for the
sanotity of their lives and for their
knowledgo of Divine truth, wao weroe
sedulous studonts of tho Scriptures.
We may cite the disciples nearest to
the Apostles, anongst whom may be
mentioned Clement of Alesandna,
Ignatius of Antioch, and Polycarp,
and wo may roint also to the Apolo-
gists, espeuially Justin and Irenaus .
all these, in their lettors and in their
books, whother they were treating tho
pregervation or the propagation of
the Divine dogmas. set forth the
tho power, and the piety of the Holy
Beriptures. In theschools of theology
founded at the side of so many episco-
pal sees, whereof the most famous
were at Alexandrin and at Antioch,
the instructions given consisted of
little else than the rcading, explaining,
and viedieating of the written Word
of God. From these schools want
forth otho greater number of thoso
Fathers and thoso writers wheso pro
found stadics and wonderful works
succeeded each other daring three
centurios in so great abundance that
ting period hag been called the golden
age of Biblical oxegesis. Awong the
men of the East, the firsi place is
filled by Origon, 8 mun most admirable
for the quickness of his mental con-
coption and by the persistence of his
laboors, From his immeonse and
nmultiple works almost allhis succemors
have drawn. Otlors must be named
who extended the boundaries of the
science. Amongst the most eminent
are Cloment and Cyril, produced by
Aloxandria ; Eusebiue and the second
Cyril, the sone of Palestine ; Basil the
Great, Gregory of Nazinuzen, und
Gregory of Nyssa, fromn Cappadocia ;
and from Antioch that great Chrysos-
tom, in whom wonderful learning was
joined to wonderful eloquence, Nor
has the Church of tke West gained
less glory. Among many Doctors of
her con, illuetrious are Tertullion and
Oyprian, Hilary and Ambrose, Leo
the Great and Gregory the Great, and,
above all, Augustine and Jerome.
The one proved his possession of an
admirable penefration in interpreting
the Word of God, and of a consum-
mate ability in drawing therefrom
proofs of Catholic truth; the other,
master of an extraordinary knowledge
of the Bible and author of magnificent
stadies of that sacred book hes boen
honoured by the Churoh with the
title of the Great Doctor.

THE MIDDLL AGES.

From that tima down tothe eleventh
contury, slthough study was neither
sn fervently pursued nor so fruitful in
results, it nevertheless went on
steadily, thanks, above all, to the real
of the clergy. Thess were carefal
both to gather together the works of
their predecessors and to spread
abroad the knowledge of them enrich-
ed with the fraits of their own lubors.
Thus acted, amon~ others, Isidore of
Sgville, Bode, and Acuin, The elergy
furpiehed the saocred manuscripts with
commentaries — thus did Valafride
Btrabo and Anselm of Laon; or they
put into practice new methods for
safeguarding the text—thas did Peter
Dumien and Laufranc. In the twelfth
century several undertook with great
success the allegorical interpretation
of Holy Scripture. In ths St. Ber-
nard was conspicuous amongst all
others. His sermons are based upon
‘almost nothing except the Sacred
Writings. Newand abundant progress,
moroover, wag made by the sfforts of
the scholastics. Theso men, althoogh
specially devoted w researcl, into the

veritable toxt of the Laun version—
as appears from the ** oorreoted Sorip-

tures ** which thoy produced—applied
an even [{mator zval and more extromo
care to the intorprotation and exposi-
tion of thoso Seriptures. With luoid
learning cqua! to that of their greatess
predecessors, thoy distinguished tho
various mennings of tho Latin words,
established tho valuo of each torm for
theologicn! use. marked off tho soveral
chapters of tho books and thn subjents
thoreof, traced tho significanco o
B Ylical words, and oxplained the co
horoneo of all Beriptural precopts. All
men know how much light they throw
in this manner upon dark places. All
hor works, furthermore, whother theo
logical or Bitlical, manifest a pro
found knowledge of Scripture. And
amongst thom all tho palmn is borne
by 8t. Thomas Aquinas.

THRE RRVIVAL OF LEARNINO,

When Clemont V., our predecessor,
hiad attached obaire of Oriontal langu.
ages to tho Athenmum of Romo and
to the most important Univorsitios,
tho Bible began to bo studied in the
original ns well as in the Latin
When, aftorwards, the monuments of
Greok, leurning were recovered, when
the art of printing was invented, the
study of Holy Soripture gpread still
further. Tho editions multiplied to a
wonderfa! number in astonishingly
short spaces of time. This was capeci-
nlly the caso with editions of the Vul-
gate. The Catholic world was filled
with them. So dearly, in times that
have been decried by the enemios of
tho Churoh, were tho Holy Soriptures
beloved and honoured. We must not
forget the great number of men of
learning, belonging mostly to the
Rehigious Qrders, who between the
time of thoe Council of Vienna and that
of the Counacil of Trent, laboured for
the furtherancoe of Biblical studies.
Using the new means they had ganed,

using also their high talentand thoir |

great crudition, these men not only
added to the riches accumulated by
their predecessors, but also prepared,
1 sowma gort, the way for tho students
who were to succced them in tho age
then drawing near—the age waea tho
Council of Trent seemed to be follow.
od by the promiso of a return to the
prosperity of the carly Church and the
carly Fathers. No one can be ignor-
ant of tho fact that 1 is sweet to us to
recall now—the fact that our preds.
cessors, Pius V. and Clement VIII.,
caused to be published important
editions of ancient versions, the Alex.
andrine and the Vulgate. Those
which appeared later by order and
authority of Sixtus V. and of the same
Clement are to-day 1a gencral use. It
18 known that at that timoe appeared,
togother with other varaions, the Paly
glot Bibles of Antwerp and of Pars,
carefully arranged for the study of
precige significatons. There is no
book of either Testament that did not
then form the subjoct of some therough
interprotation. There is mo question
arising from those subjects that did
not then axercise the lesrning and
ability of students, many of whom—
especially those following most closely
the methuis of the Fathgrs—made
themselves memorablo names. Finally,
the zcal of our exegeolis bas not
failed sinco that dsy. Distinguished
men havo deserved well of Biblical
learning, and have prescrved Holy
Scripturoagainst thoattacks of Ration
alism—attacks founded upon philology
and kindred scionces, and to be refuted
by arguments upsn the samne ground.

All those whe will consider this
review, without prejudico aforehand,
will certainly accord to U's that the
Church has nover been lacking in
foresight, that it hag always let flow
towards its children the healthful
springs of Boly Writ, that it has
always depended on this smpport, to
the guardianship of which it has been
gm-ordaincd by God, that it has fori-

od it by every species of protection,
50 thay it has nwvet nceded, nor never
wil need, to be stimulated by thess
wh are forcign to it.

Tho plan Wo havo traced for Our-
sclves, Venerablo Brothren, domands
that Wo shiould have an undoretand.
ing with you as to what scoms tho
best means for the good regulation of
theso studies. Bug, at first, \Vo must
singlo out thosoe who opposo obstacles
to Us and tho methods and arms to
which they trust. Formerly tho Holy
Sco had to do, abovo all, with thoso
who relied on private judgment, and,
' repudiating the divers traditions and
! authority of tho Church, aflitmoed that
i Seriptures ware tho uniquo sourco of

rovolation and the sovereign judge of
faith. At presont Our principal ad
versaries aro rationalists, who, sons
and bheirs, so to speak, of tho mon
whom We mentioned above, and bas
ing their notions on their individual
opinions, have rejested wholesale even
the doctrines of Ohristinn faith still
accapted by tbieir prodecossezs. Thoy
absolutely deny all inspication ; thoy
rojest Holy Writ, aud proclaim that
all saored objects are Emmm inven
tions and artifices; thoy regard the
Sacred Books not ns containing the
exact narrativo of real ovents, but as
inopt fablg and lying lustories. To
their eyes thoro are no propheo-es, but
predictions forged aftor the ocour-
rencos had taken place or, rathor,
presontiments duo to natural causes :
mirnclos really worthy of the name do
not oxist ; they are not manifestations
of the divine power, but surprisiv
faocts, which by no means transcen
tho forces of nature or of illusions and
myths ; finally. they hold that the
Gospel and the writings of the Apostles
do not emanate from those to whom
they are sttributed. To reinforce
those errors. by means of which they
belirve they can annibilate the holy
| truth of Scripturo, they invoko the
| decisions of a niew free soience. THose
| dacisions aro so dubious to the clouded
visions of thosc rationaslists that thoy
! vary and often contradiot each other
on the self-same points. And while
men judgo and spoak in g0 implous a
fashion of God, Christ, the Gospel.
and the remzinder of tho Soriptures,
thero arc not wanting among them
those who wish to bo considered
Christians, theologians, and commen.
tators, and wko under the moset hon-
orable of names, disssmble the auda-
city of a gpirit atounding on insolencs.

To those uro added a cortain num
ber of men who, urged by similar aim
and co operating with them, oultivate
other science 4, and whom a like hos-
tility to revealed trath leads to kindred
attacks on the Bible. We caunnot too
deaply lament the extent and hourly
inereasing violence whish these attacks
assume. They are directed against
informedand inteligent men, although
thego are thoroughly compotent to de-
fond themselves; but it is partioularly
against the erowd ox ‘he ignorant that
those implacable enemics employ every
weapon of assault. By means of
books, pamphlets and newspapers they
spread the deadly poison ; by mectings
and speeches they siok it more pro-
foundly into tho public mind. Al-
ready they have carried on a goneral
invasion, and possess numerous schools
ravighed from the Church, whero, de-
scending oven to the miserable cor-
raption by me kery and jibe of the
still fresh and credulocus hesris of
youth, they eoxcite them to the con-
tempt of Holy Writ.

In that, Venerable Brethren, thore
is much to move and animate the
cornmon zeal of pagtors so that to this
new and fale2 science shonld bo lifted
ap the antiquo and voracious dootrine
which the OChurch received from
Ohnist by tho intermediary of the
Apostles,and which, in such a strugglo,
is always displayed by the abls cham-
prons of Holy Writ.

This, then, should be our duly,
that io the seminarios and the univer
sities divine literature shonid bo taught
in evory respect as the importsnco of
the sciance and the reguirements of
the actual epoch demand. For this

reason prudenco in the choice of pro-
foszors should ho hiold neasly to hieget.
For this function must bg soleoted not
mon taken amongst the crowd but
thoso who aro rocommonded by a
roat love and a long praatica of the
f!iblo. and 8 veritable soiontifio oul-
turo—mea, it a word, who rigo to tho
hoight of thelr mission. Less csro
mast not be oxpanded in the propava-
tion of thoso who aro to succoed thom.
It is Our ploasure, therofore, that
ovorywhoro thas it i3 possiblo those
shocld bo chosen as disoiples who have
travorsed in o satisfaotory maunor tho
eyclo of theological studies, a corlain
number of whom will dovote them-
solvos ontiroly to tho acquisition of
knowledgo of tho Holy Book, and to
whom tho poasibility of giving thom.
solves up to more oxtended familiarity
will bo furnistied. Whon the masters
shall bave been thus singled out and
formed, they should enter on tio task
confided to'thom with confidence, and
that thoy may be abloe to discharge
their dusies woll and obtain tho results
to bo oxpuoted, Wo wish to impart to
thom moro doveloped instructions.
(T0 DE CONTINUED.)
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#5 Potor’s Cross.”

In a rocont addeess, Bir Stuart
Kaill, tho last lord meyor of Loadon,
spoke iuntercatingly about somo ob

staolos which he oncountored on sc- |

count of his Catholicity. Ho said:

T wag, by the way, strangely at
tacked over the baaguot to the hospital
managsrs. It is one which is given
anaually, and with tbo arrangement of
which I had nothing whatever to do,
the sooretarp and committee of the
hoapital’s fund sending out the invita-
tions. You will scarcely boliovo that
s vicar of & West end parish wrote to
mo (o say that as Cardinal Vaughan
had been put up to reply for tho hospi-
tals, he should not in futare allow his
pulpit to bo used for a p'er on behalf
of thofand. I took no notice of tho
latter, I did no% know Oardinal
Vaughan was coming tiil I saw him
thera. Anud while I am on this subject,
thowing how suspicious a fow people
wero of me because of my religious
views careful though I was to kesp
them in the background, I may tell
youa an experionce I had which in-
volved en attack on my loyalty. I
received a comiwrunication from some
one conntcted with tho stock oxchange
declaring that now Cardinal Vaughan
bad put England under the patronage
of St. Pater I had aitered tho city flag
and pat & St Peter’s cross on it
Naturally I was astonithed but I found
o solution of the puzzle. You know
that in the city arns the sword of St.
Paul occuples the top left-hand quarter-
ing. Sometimes {t is - “led Siv
William Walworth's eword, The
sword hearor carries it with tho crossed
keys of St ‘Peter, as yon know, tho
position of the keys on tho dexter or
sinister sido of the sword depending
upon whcther, in be particular cir.
cumstances, St. Petor or St. Panl i
prominent. Thosword onthe quarter-
inge. of course, leoks like a crosa upiide
down—sa St. Peter’s cross, aud this
wan knew no mors ahout his own city
arms than to fancy T put a crosgin it.”

The continnal sucoossion of boils, plples,
and cruptions from which many suffer,
indicates 80 impurastatoof the blood. The
most eTectivo romody is Ayer's Sareaparilla.
It expals tho poleon barmleasly throuph the
natural channels, acd loaves tho skin clean
and clear.

Mo, Pateiok B Ryan, of Cathodral street,
Eanisoorihy, son to the late Mr. Patrick
Ryseti, propriator of the Carloy’s Bridge
Milly, pexsod away on Nov. 28th. Mr,
Ryan waa 025 of the meet popular young
men in tho town of Eanis o .

L Simplo way to help Toor Cathollc Misaleas

Saveall canoclled postago stamps of overy
kind and ocountry cad sond them to Rev. P,
M. Hammonton, New Jersoy. Give
at cace your addross, xnd you will recsive
with tho noocaeary explaination & aice Sou.
vanir of Hammaonton 2is-iony, .
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