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'6A thousaad yearu !"-it takes us baek

lu Engllsh history nerly two centuries
beyond the Conqaest, and to tho days
,whefl Alired the Great wus young. Yet
to th@ Lord, those two meascros olt Ure
&.0 much alike. The one la "as" the
othor. Time. no doubt, is a reality to
*Qod, eveli as it 1% to man. If the real
meaure ot hure b. our own conuciou%-
aus$, thc'se whose conscioîuess is most
vlvld and i apid having most ot Il, thon
Iiow long must timeA be tn the conscion.
nos of GA! ilow long, as weIl as how
short! But tliis is a mystery too doep
for us to soive. We only know that
man is tinite, inortal. hunian, al-
thoughi xuade in the imnag(e of God.
and endowcd with irninortality. and
that God if immortal, infinite, and
eternal, an,,! therefore his view of
time, as of other things, rniust be
alniost inconceivably différent fromn
mnan's. "«A thousanti years in thy
sight are but a-s yesterday when it
is p ast; anti as a watchi in the night."
«"Your years and days," Got seenis
to say, " they are not (Iistingmuished
on my (liai. Ail huinan history on
earth Ns but a day: - y thousand
years-you can have that only in

heaven." Now it mnay be that the
apostIe in tlîis passage is writing
in the reînînhrance of this principle
andtiiunder the influence of it. Un-
derstood sq, it is not necessary to
regard hlmi as looking for " the end"
and the comiing of* the Lord in bis
,ow'%n time. ~ ssupposition only
but it is a fact timat the apostie Paul
in his second Epistie to the Thes-
saloni ans, corrects the utistaken
conceptions that had arisen iii their
inintis fronm thec perisal of the first
Epistie, and tells thei tlit a r-at
niany thing.s it-~t 'iappeti bofore
that day cati W>IL.H oeireet,
fl.tii imlpressionls: lie ,lOes ilit evCfl
hinit that 'ie h-iisi i en *~
aken.

5. But suppose we take the lait-
guiagce in the plain and ordinary
Sense, andi regard thi-ý apoStie and
the others apostles as, really look-
ing for the second alvent in their
own tiie-What then ? Know-
leclge of' timle.4 andi seamons, as wve
kuov on the higrhesýt authority, wvas
riover griven to an apoitie, or to the
înost gifte1 of the prophets bofore
themn. They have neyer been, and
they are nww, reserv'ed in the power
of the Father. But naturally the
aposties and first Chiri-stians wouldi
t1 iink afgreat deat about the coin-
inge aoeain of their now grlorified Lord
an l ~a-ster. Thov wouùld long, fr
it very inuuch. Thfv woîîld have
their private surtiîise-ý and Conj(e-
tures about; and, at intervals, ini
mnioient,sespeciallv of pressure, or
in 1,nurs of higrh expectation, would
natarallv think, "-He cannot nmucli
lon,,,rtdelay. We ,uern almost to
hear at tinmes the roll oi the chariot
wheels." And if they write, it dowvîî
sQ, andi put it into nearness and
immediacy, (joti alh;ws. thei to do
titis. He dloes nuL endlow themn
with Hi> owni i!Ltinite kiiowledgTe,
or niake thiji partners of His
throne. lie puts ftbt so uiucli ini-
fluence upon their thioagbt whien
they write for otlier>:. as will mniake
wliat they write true in the large
sense, ami according to is own
great principles of rknn.Ar.d
that is enoug-h.

Andi this is the Ia.st tiine. There
is no dispexisation of a r -seinblinab
kinti bevon<l thii. rospel one. Whem
it is finisheti the endi wviI corne.
Ti., firstqaiidýseconl coming~s are in-
(lissolubIy joined with each other,
inioir4ily an(l dispensationally. The
one is încoimplete Iwitliouit the other.


