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remaîn a distinct profession while the
world lasto,-nay, Iwould not ho sur-
prised thougli there should be a livision
of labour in t!e profession, Pucli as there
lias been in the lîealing art, so that the
work wlîiîh ie now gienerally clone b
one man ma *' be q1iare<l ly severai, ecd
having his own special Pphcere ; but what-
ever may be tbe distinction in office,
mnisters shoulîl fot be regarded as loçcls
over God's heritage, nor simiply as hired
servants, but rather as lielpers of your
faith, as workers together with y-on to-
wards the perfection of huînanity in
Christ. Priestà thcy may be, as other
people niay, inasmnuch as% they intereede
with God for yen, and offer their spirit-
ual sacrifices;, and mediators, in as far
as the), may be graduallv lifting you up
into unity with the Divine lift-; buit not
as being good for you, or obtainiing par-
don and eternai life for voit, whie )-ou
may yet remain in the gaI1 of bitterness
and the bond of iniquity-lons at heart
from Gui]. 'Your servar 4-., toe, they
may be, and should be, yot Lot as simply
doing.io mucli work for se mucli pay to
lave you the trouble of working; but as
those who are iabouring with you, and
trying te teaeh )-on bow you may act
for yourselves in the freedom and nîight
of spiritual manbood. They are set for
the edification of the bodv of Christ, for
the building up of me& n faith and
hope and love-in aIl tbat je good and
great; and] in clioosing and eallihig your
pastor, you have chosen and] called luin
for that purpose, and witb a view to tlîat
final result, we presumne. But in se
doing, you have virtually eau] that you
desire and arc aimuing at the spiritual
perfection of yourselves and of aIl mon
in Christ. And does that not mean that
you are te labour with your pastor for
one common end, an.d each for the good
of al? The obligation of being gooci
an] doing good, thongh it je conitantly
forgotten, lies oqually upon aIl-upen
people as well as pastor ; an] thoigli it je
truc that the life an] cbaractor of the pas-
tor tend te gi ve an impulse to the people
in tbe sanie direction, it is e qually true
that the life and conduet of' the people
tend te make tlieir minister'wlat lie ie
in relation to thom. There je an old
and truc saying which many of you may
flot recognize as Scrij>ture, but which,
neverthless, cornes from the Prophets,

viz: IlLike people, like priest.:' Keep
that in meniory as a proverb, and act
aceor<lingly.

It is not enougli. then, that yoti pay
your inîinister's salary punctually and
take your place in your pew on Sunday,
(thouiI if sottie were te do0 that moe
regîîslariy, it wouîd lie soinething to their
crdit, and a step in the riguit direction),

you shouid show your sympatlîy « and
wiliingncss to work withi hun in ail tl,.
dlirections in wlîieh yent wciuld like te secv
x'our Clîurcb suteecd ani impirove.
lYour ixîrerests as pastor ami 1 o.>e are
une, and should lie tlîoughit of as one;
and whatever is te t1ie adchartaLle or
grace of the one party is more or less te
the advantage or disgrace of the other.
A defect or negligence on the one side
wili tend to produce a eorrcsponding
defect or negleet on the other. Taire
the inatter of preaching, for instance.
You aIl ivant to have a gc'od sermon
evcry Sunday, 1 suppose. But bow can
a gooci sermon be poducci exce pt undc.r
appropriate cnios? AncI unles
you show a synpathy with your p aor
in hie work hy regular attendance al a
disposition to enibrace and act upen any
good suggestion or ut teranee of the trutli,
hew can you expeet hjîn to produce
wliat vou want ? Whiat. indleed, ie the
use of bis working or being at ail amont,
Von ? You nîuist, in a large ineasure,
froin what y-ou arc an] how you act to-
wards hini, supph' the stimulus and ma-
teniaIs for the writing or thinking out.
and stili more, perliaps, for the effective
delivery, of a good and appropriate dis-
course. Be a sermon ever so good iii
itself, it may fai flat in its delivery froin
want of an audience te reeeive it.

But, for fear of becomning tedious. i
rnust stop. I wouid only Say, in conclu-
sion, with regard te ail sueîx ordinances
and occupat.ions as preaching and pray-
ing, attending Ciîureh an] Sunday
School, remember that thoy are not ends
in thpimselves, but only mneans for the at-
tainment or production of a perfect lifè,
for the rearirig and dcevelopircg of char-
acter in ail dircections, an] in ail the rela-
tions in which )-ou rnay stand as mon te
anen or as men to God;' and don't expect
zoo mucli, in the' way of help to'>irfection,
f rom your minister. or froui an: indivici-
ual man or any clms of ,îen ; biut, while
availing yourselves of ail .lie otoans of


