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DIVORCE MADE EASY.

We have been accustomed to lock tipon the United States iz
the home of divorce, and as an El Dorado where might be foiund(
a nieans of putting a final end to conjugal infelicities for v'erv
slight reasons, and, indleed, we have only to read P. rece'Ut ca's'
froni Omaha te~ re.alize Ný-bat frivolous grounds for a separatiuin
have been urged. In this case the applicant comiplaîns that his
spouise, who had previouisly rejoiced hlm with her dusky tressus.
h-ad takenl the pernictous notion to bteach theni, and by reasel,
thereof it hiad becomne necessarv that she should paint lier face-
prestumably to harmoiiize-an'd that thereby s'ie has acquired
-giddy, fast, and sporty a.ppearance," which wvas foreign ta hi-Z
notions of decency.

Such being our ideas of divorce, as it obtains in the Unitei
State3, wve are naturallv surprised on turning to th2 statustics ef
j apan to find that rhis sixtecnth Century nation wvith a nineteenth
centtury -overnnient recognize-, grounds of separation betwveen
husband and wife which would put even Omraha to the blush. lil
the number even of divorces japan leads the van of the nations,
for it is stated that in the year i890, during which period theïe
were 340,445 niarriages, there were no less than 107,478 divorces.
The grounds of divorce are (i) inficdelity ; (2) disubedience te
cither the husband or bis parents; (3) kieptomnania: (4) contagions
or incurable disease ; (5) sterility ;(6) jealotisy ; and (7) excessive
talkativeness. The second ground would seem to be on a par with
the alleged mother-in-law nuisance of the western nations. The
sixth ground, although apparently trivial.. has more importance
than rnight be supposed , for while a Japanese rnay legally have
but one wife, hie niav have two concubines, Nvho are permitted ta
live in the sane hoiise as does his wife.

\Vhen a divorce, sough t on the grouncl of "excessiv'e tallk
ativeness," is opposed by the wife, wve imagine the fun
wvould begin. Such opposition, however, is rare, as the wornen
are as yet, for the most part, not sufficiently free from the contrai
of their liege lord to atteînpt to thwart bis wishies, and the receîît
law giving women the right to sue for divorce is as yet made
but littie use of. The right to the custody of the children
rcmnains in the husband, no tratter whence the cause of divorce
emanated.


