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be b;t h; arguing, doubtless,

a .
p“'chas warning to the unwary, an

that the unusual appearance of the document will
d a material help to jog the memory of the
thinj er when brought to Court, or threatened with legal proceedings. We
- this wel] enough as far as it goes, but we contend it does not go far enough,
ay does not really grapple with one of the most characteristic evils .of the book
the assers’ business, viz., the risk of forgery of signature which is mcgrred by
Dlac: H?ged purchaser. Given as these orders for books often are, 1n .lonely
Over $1n the country, by persons not fairly matched in dealing capacity with the
Wit "Persuasive book fiend, nothing would be‘ easier than to have these contracts
fasis done now-a-days. These would

Sim their colored inks prepared for proo
iend the indelible (so called) blue or purple

Pencily be a substitution for our old fri .
for a form of contract which would have thé function of law, and would the{re-
Whatpy?lzably be all the harsher in its effect agam# the alleged buy'er. We thl’nk
the ) 1S wanted is the protection of the‘ buyer by independent ev1den<':e outside
tiog, Ohtract; that is the evidence of witnesses whq were present at its f(?rma-
Ouf(iind who can swear that the signatur® IS genuine. To accomphs.h this we
. i’lsur recommend the insertion of a provision in th.e proposed Act Whlcb would
contre the presence of witnesses. If, folt msta{lce, 1t were compulsory, In every
shoulzct of this kind, that it should be signed in the presence of a witness who
d also sign it at the same time, per fect safety against fraud would be insured,
|p-em,a“y if it were a condition that the witness should not be an assistant of the
Biff or of the canvasser. The presence of a little flesh and blood like this is

' .ﬁfty conditions as to red ink or the particular size and shape of the paper

Ich the contract is to be made.
Sver €re is another, and perhaps more important, point to be considered, how-
»and that js whether contracts of this kind which involve the delivery of a
v OF work of art (so called) at a future date in parts should not be Qecreed to
: be 001d if the terms are not fulfilled to the letter, in other words that time should .
- the the essence of the contract, and that a breach in that respect should make
lole voidable. A buyer very often contracts that certain numbers should

th ehv?"'ed» and paid for, at regular intervals, anc
pl‘icea P 'lf’ of volumes are delivered'at one blow,
mﬂki’ Which was manifestly not the intention of the contrac
¥ etgg. These suggestions are apart altogether from the lar 1

Whe ®r the practice of book-hawking ough'f_not to be forbidden altoggther.
. Wom? We inquire into the merits of the bargain and seek to find what is the
 Reng of volumes or pictures which is being proffered, we <?1scover‘ Fhat.lt is

‘ “nd'rally grossly inadequate to the price asked. Perhaps thisisan evil inevitable
W °T a system of credit, and under the present composition of human nature.

th, Y€ on the one hand the public should be protected against fraud, on the other

f1e, Dractice of spoon-feeding adults by grandmotherly legislation may create
*ater eyi . cure. Perh reasonable solution of
th evils than those it is proposed t0 . Perhaps a

‘redit system as applied to book-canvassing would be a declaration by Act of

By
oAy ; or
N ament that all contracts of the sort which were not to be completed and were

actllally completed within a year should be voidable at the option of the pur-

o

and he finds after a lapse of time
and a demand made for the
t at the date of its
ger questions as to




