
116 Pgrinage across a Descrt.

,eveningr we had beeîi travelling rapidly. Shortly
after noon wvc had flot a drop of water rlemamnigc;
and( the nmen, as well as the poor animais, were
worn out with fatigue. The mules sttumbliiug re-
peate&lly, required assistance to li themi up again,
and to support their burden tili they rose. Tfhis
t errible exertion exliausted the littie streuigthi we
had left. At two o'clock in the afternoon, a man
dropped down stiff, 'and as if dead, from great
fatigue and thurst. 1 stopped with thiree or four of
my people, to assist hlim. The little wet whicli was
left in one of the Ieathern budgrets was sqiueezed
out of it, and some drops of water poured into the
poor man' s mouth, but without aflèct. 1 now feit
thiat my own strength wvas begrinning to forsake nie;
eind becoming very weak, 1 determined to mou-at
on 'horseback, Ieaving the poor tèllow behind.
From. this moment others of nîy caravan begran to
droop successively, anLrd there was n10 possibility of

gvin g thern any assistance: they wer e abandoned to
theïr unhiappy destiny, as every one thoughit only
-of saving, bimiself Seéveral mules, witLh their bur-
dens, were Ieft behind ; and 1 found en miy way,
two of nay trunks on the ground, withaut kn.owing
Nvhiat had become of the imules wicih had been car-
-ryg -ie, the drivers having forsaken themn, as
.well'as the care of my efffects and iny instruments.

I looked upon this loss with the greatest indif-
ference, as if thiey had niot belongre to mie, and
puslîed on. BAt my horse now began to tremble
-under me, and yet he was the, arongest of the whole
earavan. XVe proceeded in silent dlespair. \Vhen
1 endeavoured to encourage any one of the party to
viwrease bis pace, lie answered me by lookingr stea-
dilv a t me, and by p uttin g Iiis forefinger to, his moutbi,
,Io Indicate the grreat thi*rst with whîch he was affect-
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