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“You may depend upon it, that this
looking for thipgs in the wrong placcisa
very general fatling among us all,

* When o poor man finds that poverty
has made his own house utcomfortable,
where does e look for comfort ? too fre-
quently at the public house 7 Away he
poes, with what little he lins got, and set-
ting himself down in the corner, by the fire,
he calls for his pint of ale. Whilo he sets
drinking, a friend pops in that he has not
seen for some time, so they must bave
aucthier pint between them; and then, as
their hearts grow warm, and the remem-
brance of their troubles passes away, it
Liecomies next to impossible to leave a
pleasant companton, aud a pint of fresh ale,
amd a good fire, for an uncomfortable and
clieerless home.  Another pint is ealled for;
one sings * Be-gone dull care,’ and the other
same foolish song.  The poor man, at last
1ises to go, but his friend remindshim that it
may be long before they meet agaiu, and
proposes a parting-pint.  The parting-pint
is brought in, aud, at 2 late hour, the poor
wllow reels home to a poor habitation, and
a wretched family, that he has made poorer
and rendered more wretehed by his mtem-
yerance.

“ W hy, this yoor man finds out, to his
sorrow, that he has not been looking for
comfort in the right place.

¢ well knew a man, who, after visiting
many places in the four quarters of the
world, veturned Lome poor and uaprovided
for, ¢ Ay, sir,” seid he, ¢ J wanted to get
1money, but have lacked for it in the wrong
place. 1 have been burnt by the sun in
Lot climates, and ulmost frozen to death in
cold ones. 1 bave travelled by land and
by water ; suflered hungerand thirst, ship-
wreck, sickness, aud sorrow, and am as
poor now as when 1 left my home. If 1
had only been contented to seek money by
diligently attending to my business at home,
instead of neglecting it abroad, I should
now have enough to provide for my neces-
sities.’

‘ This poor man, you sez, ran into the
same mistake, lie did not luok for the thing
that he wanted in the right place.”

** Almost all youug people indulge in
dreams that arein themselves useless. When
they hear of the wide world, they think
what great things they would do, if they
uwere here, or there, or yonder; or, if they
had this, or that, of the other. DBut e-
pend upon it, that almaost all that is worth
having ; or, at least, all that would be
wood for us to possess, may be obtained
wvherever we are, if we seek for it, by dili-
geatly and uprightly using the faculties God
Lus given us, and look to him for his blessing.
We may look for a thousand blessings, n
a thousand ways, but it will be in vain, if
we neglect to look for them, in the right
placce. T

«¢ This is & subject on which I ought to
manifest much forbeararce, for it wontd not

be right in me to be severe upon others, for
doing that which I Fave so trequently done
myself. Many years was 1 looking for
peace, and found it not; and the only reason
why I did not find it was, that I did not
luok for it in the right place; if I had, I
doubt not that I should have found it.

¢ Tirst, I thought that money would as-
suredly give itme, and I set to work, deter-
mined that whoever might be poor 1 would
not ; and if working hard, and spending
little, is the way to obtain riches, { verily
believe I should have been rich, had it not
occured that one day opening the bible, J
read about the sich mun in the parable.
"This account, and the verse thut told me it
was edsier ¢ for a cunel to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of heaven,” so startled me,
that I was afraid to be rich, lest, when I
died, my riches might bear testimony against
me, that I had not relieved the wants of
the distressed, and made a good use of my
riches. :

“ Well, thought ¥, if siches will not do,
[ will get reputation, 1 will be cleverat a
thousand things, and shall then always have
enough to employ and amuse me : I shall be
atpeace. But, somehow, the thought of
avother world followed me, and convinced
me that although f might be at peace in
this world, I should not, on that account,
have any certainty of being at peace in
another.

« Just at this time, too, T picked up
Esop’s Fables, and read there of the catand
the tox. T'he cat had but one shift, the fox
had a thousand ; but when the houuds came
in sight, the cat, with her one shift, ran up
a tree and saved her life, while the poor fox,
with a thousand shifts, was overtaken and
torninto pieces. I then gave up my inten-
tion of being clever at so many things.

“ My next determination was to make
friends, for X thought they would increase
my joy, and solace me iu my sorrows, as
well as give me the best advice in obtain-
ing peace. Alus! 1soon found that one
friend was called away, & second quarrelled
with me, and becawe my enemy. and =
third died ; so that I plainly saw it would
be folly to depend upon my friends for
peace; and that ¥ must, certainly, have
looked in the wrong place to find it.

‘¢ The bible asks, ¢ Do men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles 2’ and truly we
may as reasonably expect them to do this,
as to hope that we shall ever find mauy
things that we want in she places where we
seek to obtain them. No, no; we shall
never find them ill we look in the right
place for them. What a long story have I
made about seeking things in theright place,
and all because I happened to lose, for a
minute or two, my poor spectacles, Well!
what I have said will not be in vain, if it
teach you to be 2 little more careful in seek-
ing things aright,

.

« 1f you want money, seck it by diligc
in your calling, and habits of frugality
you want veputation, seek it by punctun
and integrity, and by the determinatior
excel in all you undertakd; if you w
friends, seck them by endeavouring to dese
them ; but, if you want peace, you may Ic
for it every way, and in every place,
vain, unless you seek it from the Lord Je:
Chlirist, who died for our sius, and rose ag:
for our justification.

“ You must remember that T did Io
for my spectacles before § found that I
Jost them ; and go in like manner no one w
seek for any thing heartily until he feels i
want ofit.

“ My dear cliildren you will not sec
peace until you bave known sorrow; yu
will not seek a Saviour uatil you kuo
yourselves to be sinuers; for until the
you will fecl no wantof che one or the athet

“The wide world is before you inan
are its pleasures and many are its pains
both are neccessary, because both of them,
through the grace of God, when sanctified
to our souls, are made instrumental in doing
us good ; the former by making our hearls
grateful, the latter by showing us our owa
weakness. But, when the pleasures and
pains of this world are passed, we shal}
enter on the pleasures or pains of a worll
that is eternal,  "What an overwhelming
subject is this for our reflection, and how s
it that it does not, frequently as we are re-
minded of it, occupy more of ourattention}
Surely, ifit did, we should be diligent in
our inquiries after the best information upon
it, oud be anxious to seek, in the right place,
for that peace and assurance which can
alone be obtained through the blood of the
cross; which God alone can give, and which §
he will never withhold from those who seek
it in sincerity and truth., Seek it thus, io §
your earliest days, and as sure as your §
grandfathier is tatking to you, so surely you §
shall find it.”

PRINCIPLE AND FEELING.,

Leci uz suppose that one evening Feelind-
and Principle were walking in the roxd §
upon the skirts of a country town, lhey B
had been ¢ attend an evening service ins @
school house, half a mile from their homes. §
1t was a cold winter evening, and as they §
passed by the door of a small cabin with §
boarded windows and broker roof, they sav |§
a child sitting at the door, weeping al ]}
sobing bitterly. g

Fecling looked anxious and concerned. §

¢ What is the matter, my little fellow,’ said §
Principle, with pleasant countenance, B

The boy subbed on,

¢WWhat a house,’ snid Feeling, ¢for hunds§
beings to live ine  But 1 do not think any§
thing serious is the matter. Let us go on.§
‘What is the matter, my boy 7 snaid Prin-I
ciple again kindly, ¢Can you tell us who}§

is the matter ?’




