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file), or at least a godless, channel. It
was thea on this side the Atlanide the
nizht of Frenely Arheism, which <o many
on both sides of the water mistgek tor
the noon ofreason.  Thar 1 system which
fonud so many devated followers in Lu.
rope shoubl obtain & temporary popular-
ity, and aspire cven to aseemlancey, in
the Now World, was not very surprismg.
Some af the leading winds in that conn-
iry made no seerct of thelr indilelity.—
This was a mst perilons crisis for bath
America anid Christianity, and the best
friends of both were unabie to contem-
plate the isue without misgiving and, in-
deed alarm. So young, and yet already
Tost ! for lost America would have been,
hads the deseendants of the Pilgrim Fa-
thers bevome the disciples of Voltaire,
and forsaking the God who had led their
auncestoir over the fload, beat the knee
to the goddess whom France woishipped
with human saerifices. Aud not only
would this deplorable result have been
disasirous to \werica—it would bave
produced a gricvous revolution in th at-
fairs of Chrwstianity.  The friends of the
wnspel woshl not, indeed, Lave despair-
el of its final fortunes cven thoughFrance
and America had deciared themselves on
the side of atheiam; bur, undoubtedly, an
alliance of this sort between two such
powerful states would have placed Chris-
tianity in a disadvantageous position, and
would have impused upon her a long and
painful struggle betore she could recover

crlost zround  But the world wasspar-
ed this grievous calamity  The Gud 1o
whom America had be 1 devored by the
noble men who first tonk possession of 1t,
remembered the country, and blessed its
people for their fathers’ sake. The
chnstianity which had appeared to sue-
«umb fora while rallicd again, and at
this hour the mas'er element in the [-
nited S ates of Awerica is the Christian
clement.

This is of good augury for the future
triumph of the gospct Americais mak-
ing prodigious strides in every depart-
ment of national greatness.  She is ra-
pidly growing in population, in commer-
cial enterprise, in monetary power, in li-
terary fawe, in moral and pwlitical infla.
ence. This combination of potent intlu-
eances, in good dvgree, s at the service
ol Christiamty, presenting an array of
subsidiury helps, sucl as the gospel has
rarely or never before enjoyed, for ex-
tending itself over the carth.  Christian-

her own purposes. She is enlisting
o ¢ and more, every year, in her cause,
the remarkable energy of the Awmeriean
pronle, the weaith so generaily difued
thronghout the country, and the come
manding position wheeh her sovernmeny
is assuming among the natons of the
carthe Than the  Awmerican Bowd of
Missions we know not i more cnergetic
relizious so-iety anywhere.  Its reve-
naes are daily asing, and the sphere
of' its operatons is eniurging every yvar,
It sends its nussionaries wiih the glad
tidings to every cline, and men of all
rations acknowled e themseives indebt-
ed 1o the Tud beyond the Athantice,

In the old worid, argues the infiiv,
christianiiy is upheld by teadition, or by
tie props of political power: take these
defences and buttresses away, and o shal
soon b seen what will become of i f¢
might Le sufficient to meet this oije. tion
with the reply, Did chratianity tinmph
by these helps in primi ive mes ? - Was
it by these aunxiliasies she gained hee
great battle at the Reiormation, or that
she survived the  politieal and  soeal
storms which swept over Europe at the
end of the last century?  Ilad she not
on these ovasions to fight for Lite wath
popular superstition?  ilad s not o
combat the forces of atheism, the power
of kings, the vraft of priesis, and, worst
of il her own corraptions? Dot over
and above this reply, we ean potit 1o \-
merica. There, withowt any  poiitical
help, and called to stremrde wath an indi-
del clement, chiistianity vose to intlaen.ce,
and is every year, toa larser extem, -
baing the public sewinent, and istluen-
cing the public action. The robust and
energetic character of Awmerican christi-
anity is one ol the most chueerng sizns
ot our umes.  LThat tie Saxon sto. k and
fanguaze will spread over that great con-
tinent, seems at present & high probabi-
litv; and cqually  probable 1s it wat
christianity wul accompany  this diffusi-
on. In those western deserts where the
forest’s gloom now rests, or the Indiau’s
war-whoop i3 heard, christian sanctuanes
will arise at no distant day, and songs
shall be heard, even * Salvauon to the
Holy Ouce™

It is observable, also, as we have alrea-
dy hinied, that cheistianuy as found at
this day is in close and inseparable alii-
ance with all the master agencies of the
world. Wiy the other rengions should
keep company only with ignorance, and
decadence, and barbarisw, aud why we

ity is already turning to t that
powerful organization, and is usiog it for

christian system should go haud in hand
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